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CHIEF’S REPORT
Has 2019 been a busy year in your household? It has been the busiest year on record for the Lingohocken
Fire Company (LFCO). With a total of 262 calls through early December, we’ve already responded to more
calls this year than any other year in our history. We’re very fortunate to have both a devoted team of
seasoned members and a group of motivated new members. It’s my honor to report that our volunteers
have also given their time for training, community outreach and fundraising activities. As you read through
this issue of The Spanner, you will learn about the impact of the decline in volunteerism in our community.
While we are fortunate to be gaining members, we continue to actively recruit firefighters and associate
members. If you think you have what it takes to serve your community, stop by the main firehouse on any
Tuesday evening after 7:30 pm. We will be happy to show you our facilities and fire apparatus.
Dave James, LFCO Chief
TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT -- WE HOPE TO NEVER NEED
Our members spend countless hours training and transport victims. The second part of the class
and learning new skills to make us better was scenario based and our members spent hours
firefighters and rescuers. Due to recent trends and training with Newtown Township and Buckingham
events throughout the nation our membership Township Police Departments on responding to
thought it was time to expand our medical and mass casualty incidents. We practiced techniques
rescue skills. Even though all our members are first that will allow us to assist in major incidents until
aid and CPR certified, we wanted to advance our advanced medical treatment can arrive on scene.
medical response skills. This past year our
After completing this training, we purchased
members participated in a multi-week training multiple response kits so that we have the
focused on responding to mass casualty incidents equipment to respond to these incidents. We
known as RTF (Rescue Task Force) training. outfitted Engine 35, Engine 95, Engine 85, Rescue
Lingohocken was the first volunteer fire company in 35, and all three Chief’s vehicles with these new
Bucks County to complete this training in which response kits which are the same ones carried by
members learned how to respond to incidents such the local ambulance squads.
as active shooter events.
Our community deserves the best service so we
The first part of the class involved learning how will continue to train to prepare to respond to any
to apply tourniquets, chest seals, and other life threat our community may face.
saving techniques as well as the correct way to carry
Tim Weber, LFCO Firefighter

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/lingohocken3595
Be in the know.
Learn about our most recent calls
and current activities such as the annual
Pancake Breakfast - coming spring 2020.

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE COMPANY PRESIDENT
After moving from Doylestown to Furlong 12 years plenty you can do that will have a meaningful
ago, I committed to giving back to the Bucks County impact. Our active members range in age from 16
community. I had always wanted to be a volunteer to 67. There are many other tasks to perform other
firefighter so in 2009 I attended a Lingohocken Fire than putting out fires, cutting open a roof, or
Company Open House to check out my options. It removing a trapped victim from an auto accident.
was clear to me that the members of Lingohocken We need assistance with our pancake breakfast,
were very special. In my mid-40s back then, I went annual fund appeal drive mailing, Grange Fair
to fire school run by Bucks County Community parking and fire prevention month activities.
College and earned my initial firefighter
If you see any of our members in the area, ask
certifications. As a firefighter and now President in about what it is like being a member of the fire
2019, it is my privilege to serve the residents of company. We always need more volunteers and if
Wrightstown, Buckingham, and Upper Makefield you join us, you will quickly understand how
townships. I know our members feel the same way. important and rewarding it is to serve the
If you also have a dream to join the fire company, community as a member of the Lingohocken Fire
we can use your help. No matter your age, there’s
Company.
John Hamill, LFCO President
WHAT SPARKED A
It was late December, the weekend before
Christmas. Around 8:00 a.m., I hopped out of my
bed, threw on my light-up sneakers and coat, and
ran outside into the cold, anxiously awaiting his
arrival. I hear the sirens coming up the street, and
I could barely contain my excitement. I see the
shiny red fire truck turn onto my street lights and
sirens ablaze with Santa Claus riding in the front
seat. After what felt like an eternity, the truck finally
reached my house. A fireman jumped out of the
truck and handed me a candy cane while Santa
gave me a high five. My family stood back taking
pictures while I sprinted through the winter air to
tell them all about the excitement. This was the day
when I decided that I was going to be a firefighter.
Fast forward seven years, I fulfilled that dream and
joined the Lingohocken Volunteer Fire Company at
the age of 15.
I was welcomed into the brotherhood of the fire
service and couldn’t wait to learn everything I could.
I spent my spare time at the firehouse training and
learning the basics so I could be useful on the
fireground. During the summer of 2018, I attended
the Bucks County Basic Fire Academy to achieve
my Firefighter One certification along with a few
others. This 200-hour course taught me everything
from operating a fire extinguisher to interior
firefighting and search and rescue.

BURNING PASSION
Devoting my whole summer to this opened my eyes
as to how much goes into being a firefighter and
emphasized that I constantly need to be learning
and improving my skills.
In my first full year of service in 2018, I responded
to the second highest number of calls out of the
company and was recognized at our annual
banquet for doing so. No matter the time of day,
myself and all the other volunteers drop whatever
we’re doing and respond at the sound of our pagers
beeping. Whether I have to abruptly leave the
dinner table to fight a house fire or get out of bed in
the middle of the night to rescue someone from their
vehicle, there is nothing I am prouder to be a part
of. The fire service has taught me much more than
how to fight a fire, but also to not take life for
granted because in the blink of an eye, it can be
taken away from you.
I had never thought about everything that goes
into running a fire company and how important
teamwork is in this field. I’ve learned to be a more
selfless person and to always be look out for the guy
next to me. Nine years after that exciting day, I’m
blessed enough to say I’m on the other side of
things. Now I can say, hopping out of a fire truck
and making a kid’s day with a candy cane and a
smile is the best feeling in the world.

An essay by Rob Flowers, LFCO Firefighter

FIRE PREVENTION 2019: DO YOU HAVE AN ESCAPE PLAN?
This year’s Fire Prevention theme was emergency escape planning – from plan development to selecting
a meeting spot to practicing the plan. You may be ready at home, but it is important to always be aware
of your surroundings, wherever you go. Look around for available exits and share the plan with anyone
that is there with you. Also share a meeting place in case of an emergency. Have you discussed an escape
plan with your kids when they are sleeping over at a family member’s or friend’s home? What about if
your child is having a sleepover at your home? Do you share the plan with the guests? While on vacation,
identify the best way out of the hotel or home where you are staying. If searching Airbnb, be sure the
listing includes working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.
If you have a vacation home, make sure your family and guests know the escape plan and meeting
spot. If you don’t have one, make one. Then take a few minutes to check your smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors batteries. If the detectors are over 10 years old or not in working condition, it’s time to upgrade.
Ted Middleman, Wrightstown Township Fire Marshal & LFCO Firefighter

APPARATUS AND RESCUE TOOL UPGRADES
In 2019, the Lingohocken Fire Company made
several purchases to modernize our response
capabilities as well as update our operational
capabilities. These purchases came in the form of a
new Deputy Chief’s vehicle, updated and new
battery-operated rescue tools, and the addition of
an off-road, side-by-side John Deere Gator allterrain vehicle to the fleet of apparatus.
The addition of battery-operated rescue tools to
our existing complement of hydraulic tools, which
includes the tool commonly known as the jaws of
life, has allowed the company to work faster and
more
efficiently
during
auto
extrications.
Previously, firefighters were limited to working
within 100 feet of our rescue truck as this was the
maximum reach of the tool’s hydraulic hoses.
The company’s primary and secondary coverage
areas include many remote, wooded properties that

can be difficult to access during an emergency.
From brush fires to rescuing injured people, the
company determined the addition of the all-terrain
vehicle would add a necessary means of transport
to these locations. Soon to be outfitted with a
specialized bed-mounted unit for both fire
suppression and rescue, the Gator will become a
versatile tool in the company’s arsenal of life-saving
equipment.
The members of LFCO take great pride in the
responsible management of company funds. Since
these new apparatus and gear have already saved
lives, the expenditures were well justified.
By upgrading rescue tools and chief’s vehicle
and procuring new apparatus, the company is more
prepared than ever to provide life safety and
property protection in the community we serve.
Ethan Tecker, LFCO Firefighter

SR-6: PENNSYLVANIA’S LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO RECOMMEND IMPROVEMENTS
TO THE DELIVERY OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
Pennsylvania’s fire and emergency medical
had a presence in our Wycombe station. The fire
services are in crisis.
The number of EMS
company continues to work with the EMS company
organizations serving Pennsylvania dropped by
to ensure ambulance service is close by when you
more than 20% between 2013 and 2017, with
need it.
funding and staffing issues playing major roles in
To add some perspective to the declining
the decline. In many areas, including ours, there
volunteer firefighter issue, consider that our
are few volunteers to fill EMT and Paramedic needs.
average per call response is 10+ volunteers. Our
To respond to the ever-increasing call volumes,
company responds to 220-260 calls annually – on
agencies are turning to paid staffers. The total
some days that may mean responding to several
number of active EMTs and Paramedics statewide
calls, while other times there may be several days
dropped from more than 30,000 to 17,000. The
without a call. Many calls can be handled by a
number
of
volunteer
firefighters
in
the
small crew, but every so often, our entire crew plus
commonwealth dropped from about 300,000 in the
additional help from mutual aid companies are
1970s, to about 38,000 in 2018. SR-6 established
needed to handle the emergency. There are also
a Senate/House Commission, working throughout
times when we are called upon to provide aid to
2018 to offer solutions to this crisis.
other companies. It has been estimated that if we
As a past Chief of Lingohocken and an active
were to need to replace volunteers with a paid,
member of the emergency services community
around-the-clock crew of just four firefighters, your
throughout the region for 40 years, I was asked to
fire tax would increase by a factor of 10.
participate as one of the 39 Commission members
In our Buckingham and Wrightstown Township
and chaired the Innovation Subcommittee. Career
coverage areas, construction codes require that
and volunteer fire and EMS members worked
new homes be outfitted with residential sprinklers.
closely together to focus on better service to our
At least one out of six homes in our area are
commonwealth. A total of 92 recommendations*
protected by sprinkler systems which provide a
were developed and further categorized to provide
strategy that controls fire risk in the home and
the foundation for legislative and local action to
reduces the demand for additional fire services. To
address the issues that the declining volunteer
date, residential sprinklers along with the actions
rates create.
of dedicated firefighters, can be credited with at
In our area, we have been looking at these
least two home “saves”.
issues for many years. Considering it to be critical
Lingohocken has worked on the concept of
to have its resources in our community, the fire
neighbors helping neighbors for over 100 years, but
company offered Central Bucks EMS space to
we need your help to continue this vital service.
house an ambulance at our station at a reasonable
Consider coming down to our station in Wycombe
cost. For more than 15 years now, CB EMS has
to find out more about us and what we do.
Greg Jakubowski, Past Chief & LFCO Firefighter
*The report is available at the following URL: http://pehsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/SR-6REPORT-FINAL.pdf.

LINGOHOCKEN FIRE COMPANY
Santa Run
Saturday, December 21, 2019
On Saturday, December 21, Santa will rely on his helpers from the Lingohocken Fire Company to
assist him in visiting the children of our community. Listen for the siren and you’ll know when he’s
near your home!
Engine 95
2:00 – 2:30 P.M.

Townhouses at Heritage Center
Heritage Center Drive
Brookside Drive
Rosemont Terrace
Waterstone Court

2:35 – 3:10 P.M.
Devonshire Estates:
Oxfordshire Rd.
Phase 1 Gazebo

Playground

Phase 2 Gazebo
Phase 3 Gazebo
Buckinghamshire Rd.

3:15 – 4:00 P.M.
Buckingham Forest:

Powder Horn Dr and Trotters Lane
Powder Horn and Green Ridge (South)
Green Ridge and Hedgerow Lane
Green Ridge and Forest Hill
Powder Horn and Green Ridge (North)
Green Ridge and Deer Meadow
Green Ridge and Wheatfield Lane
Powder Horn and Spring Hollow

4:00 – 4:45 P.M.
Windsor Square

Springtown Rd and Winterbridge Ln

Upper Mountain Road
Edge Hill Road

5:00 – 6:00 P.M.

Buckingham Springs:
Spring Meadow Circle
Countryside Circle

Community Center

Rescue 35
2:00 – 2:45 P.M.

Buckingham Valley Nursing Home

3:00 – 3:30 P.M.

Fox Hill Drive and Martindell Drive
Parsons Lane

3:45 – 4:45 P.M.

Engine 35
2:00 – 2:30 P.M.

Wilkinsons Village Court and Circle
Swamp Road at:
Mega Way
Apple Hill

Smith Road between
Swamp & Forest Grove Rds

Hillcrest Drive

Alexanders Court
Skoures Lane
Jericho Valley Drive:

2:45 – 3:45 P.M.

Warner Way
Fire Creek
Fire Thorn
Hunters Woods

MacClesfield Rd
Camelot

Ridge Avenue
Williams Avenue at:
Ridge Ave.
Woodland Ave.
Ranch Rd.

5:00 – 6:30 P.M.

Wrenwood Way
J. Chapman Drive E/W
Hampton Court
White Gate

Creamery Rd.
Dark Hollow Rd:

Mozart Road
Lower Mountain Road at:
Franklyn Dr
Devonshire Dr
Lookaway Ct

Creek Road to New Hope Road
No Name Ln
Holicong Rd

New Road
Ridge Road

Towerview Circle

4:00 – 5:00 P.M.

Buckman Dr and Maher Ln

Street Road at:

Colts Neck
Matthews Lane
Sarah Drive
Hayhurst Drive
Keith Ln
Goldney Dr
Holme Ct

Buckmanville Road
Pineville Road
Pine Lane

Brownsburg Road

Thompson Mill Road

Windy Hollow Rd
Lurgan Rd
Eastburn Dr

5:10 – 6:00 P.M.
Township Line Road
Brian Ln

Cherry Lane

Benjamin Ln

Park Avenue
Perry Lane
Cherry Lane
Washington Avenue
Wycombe Post Office
Wycombe Publick House
Cedar Lane
Penns Park Road
Neshaminy Cliffs
Hallowell Drive
Wooley Run Road
Ralphie’s Pub
Penns Park Church

All Times are Approximate

