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SNYDER FIRE DISTRICT 
Snyder, New York 

 

Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the  

Board of Commissioners of the Snyder Fire District 

Held at the Snyder Fire Hall 

                                                           on the 21st day of June 2022 

PRESENT:  

                         Paul Griebner, Chairman   

Commissioners: Bugbee, Koeppel and Zimmerman  

Treasurer:  Henderson   

Secretary:  Koeppel 

Chief:   Chief Oliver and 2nd Assistant Chief O’Connor   

 

Chairman Griebner asked for approval of the minutes from the Regular Meeting held on May 17, 2022.  

Commissioner Zimmerman, seconded by Commissioner Bugbee, made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

Regular Meeting. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Griebner asked Chief Oliver if there were any new candidates for membership in the Fire Department 

to come before the Board. Chief Oliver reported that there were none. 

 

Chairman Griebner opened the meeting to the general public for comment. No one present came forward. 

 

Chairman Griebner acknowledged Fire Department Director Tiberi.  Mr. Tiberi stated that Booster Drive 

Chairman Bastedo will be at the next meeting to provide details for a possible upcoming fund-raising meat raffle 

to be held at Daemen University.  There will be a presentation to the Fire Department membership to provide 

details on future fund-raising events and where the funds generated from the events will be used. Mr. Tiberi 

thanked the Board for the replacement music speaker for the fitness room. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Letter sent to Matthew Fortune informing him that his membership in the Snyder Fire Department was approved 

pending completion of a Fire District physical. 

 

Letter sent to Fire Department Duty Shift Candidate Katherine Dixon Olney stating her membership application 

has been tabled pending completion of the required background checks. 

 

Letter sent to Timothy Oliver approving his request for use of the facilities on June 24, 2022. 

 

Received notification that Firefighter Charles McCarthy completed Firefighter 1. Certificate filed in his 

personnel file. 

 

Received notification that Firefighter Stephen Kuciel completed the American Heart Association “Basic Life 

Support CPR and AED” training. Certificate filed in his personnel file. 

 

Received notification that Firefighter Bret Hein completed the 3-hour National Grid “Electrical Safety Program 

for First Responders” course. Certificate filed in his personnel file. 

 

Received notification that Firefighter Nicholas Cacciotti completed the FEMA “Introduction to Hazardous 

Materials” course. Certificate filed in his personnel file. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Received notice from the Fire Department Secretary that Duty Shift Firefighter Candidate Katherine Olney and 

Torchboy Candidate Matthew Fortune were informed to attend the May 17th Fire District meeting. 

 

Received the May monthly account statement from RBC Wealth Management for the Service Award Program.  

Portfolio beginning value was $3,299,671.58 with an ending balance of 3,297,975.76 and withdrawals of 

$19,023.18.  Subtracting the withdrawal, the plan increased by S17,327.36 for the month. 

 

Received a subpoena from Rosenthal, Kooshioan & Lennon LLP for all medical records relating to an EMS 

incident the occurred on 10/3/2016 at 193 S. Union. 

 

Received notification from the Buffalo News that due to rising fuel costs there will be a $5.00 surcharge added 

to the cost of delivery for the next four months. 

 

CONVENTIONS AND MEETINGS 

 

Chairman Griebner reported that Commissioner Merrill provided a summary for the 116th New York State 

Association of Fire Chiefs’ Expo.  Commissioner Merrill stated that the classes were top notch and very 

informative.  The trade show was decent but not on the level of past years.  

 

Chairman Griebner reported that the 150th FASNY convention will be held August 10th through the 13th in 

Tarrytown, NY.  

 

BENEVOLENT COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Griebner reported that Chief Oliver had recent surgery and will be returning to active service 

tomorrow. 

 

Firefighter Duane Probst is slowly improving and still gets out of breath easily. 

 

Firefighter Sciolino has COVID and is following quarantine protocol.  

 

INSURANCE COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that notification was received stating that the liability insurance for Loughran’s 

Restaurant at 4543 Main St. will be cancelled on July 1, 2022.  The new owner will need to be contacted in order 

to obtain a new insurance certificate and the property agreement. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel stated that information (VF1 form) was received from Firefighter Alexander Lenegan 

reporting a finger injury at the scene of an EMS incident and that he received treatment at a WellNow Urgent 

Care.  The required paperwork was submitted to the Fire District’s Insurance carrier and a claim has been 

opened. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that notification (VF1 form) was received stating that David Halm “tweaked his 

right shoulder when lifting his left arm (not carrying anything). 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that a hospital bill was received for Firefighter Miles Taylor for medical 

treatment received on September 8, 2021.  The bill was forwarded to the District insurance carrier. 
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INSURANCE COMMITTEE (con’t)  

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that notification (VF1 form) was received stating that Captain Zach Polvino 

experienced lightheaded and exhaustion at the scene of a live fire training exercise. 

 

UNIFORMS, PROTECTIVE AND RESPONSE CLOTHING 

 

Commissioner Bugbee had nothing to report. 

  

LEASES & CONTRACTS COMMITTEE 

 

In the absence of Commissioner Merrill there was nothing to report. 

 

LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Griebner reported that Commissioner Merrill provided a note stating the all the Commissioners 

received an email apologizing for the lack of representation and lite snack for the May District meeting. 

 

INFORMATIONAL TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that the new in-house telephone system is finally completely operational.  There 

was some additional cost required for the system in the form of additional licenses for the number of extensions 

required and additional equipment for the paging and doorbell system.  Commissioner Koeppel, seconded by 

Commissioner Bugbee made a motion for an additional $1,373.50 for the new phone system.  Upon being put to 

a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that the fire radio is now broadcasting over the paging system. 

 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION & MEDICAL PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Griebner asked the Chief on the status of the obtaining completed cancer screen questionnaires from 

all firefighters.  Chief Oliver stated that approximately 25 completed questionnaires have been received. 

 

SERVICE AWARD COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman had nothing to report. 

 

APPARATUS COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Bugbee reported that the paint repair and replacement of the fold down steps on the three (3) 

pumpers is complete. 

 

Commissioner Bugbee reported that the leaking cab lift hydraulic cylinder on Engine 1 has not been repaired. 

 

Commissioner Bugbee stated that the check engine light on Engine 1 was on.  It is believed that the problem is 

defective DEF fluid.  The Master Mechanic will be draining the defective fluid and replacing with new fluid. 

 

Commissioner Bugbee stated that the battery in the garage door opener in Engine 1 requires replacement.   

 

Commissioner Bugbee reported that the installation of a trailer hitch on Rescue 7 is not complete. 
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APPARATUS COMMITTEE (con’t)  

 

Commissioner Bugbee reported that Engine 2 is still having problem with the headlights ever since the LED 

bulbs were installed.  The Master Mechanic contacted E-One who stated that it was a computer programming 

problem.  For the time being the original bulbs will be installed. 

 

Commissioner Bugbee reported that on Engine 2 a taillight was not functioning.  The problem was traced to a 

loose wire. 

 

Commissioner Bugbee reported that the exhaust system for Rescue 7 came off the track.  The installation 

contractor has been contacted to investigate the cause and make any repairs. 

 

Chief Oliver reported that Sutphen will be performing the yearly preventative maintenance and testing of Truck 

6 on June 26th.  

 

Commissioner Bugbee, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman, made a motion for an additional $1004.81 for 

paint repairs on Engine 2 and $1,494.81 for paint repairs on Engine 3. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-

4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

MASTER MECHANIC COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Bugbee had nothing to report 
  

HYDRANT COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Merrill provided a written report stating that he had contacted the town regarding new hydrants 

being installed.  There is a comprehensive two-phase project in the works.  It will encompass approximately 20 

streets on both sides of the middle and high schools.  All 4” and 6” lines will be replaced with 8”lines and it is 

assumed that there will be many new hydrants installed.  The Town has agreed to keep the District informed. 

 

PURCHASING COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that no bids were received for the originally specified Chief vehicles.  

Commissioner Koeppel stated that new specifications have been prepared based on a standard vehicle rather than 

a Special Service vehicle.  Commissioner Koeppel stated that sealed bids for three (3) three Chief vehicles will 

be due at 5:00 PM on July 19, 2022 and opened at the regular meeting to be held on July 19, 2022 at 7:30 PM.  

 

Chief Oliver requested that one of the existing Chief vehicles be retained and utilized as a fly car.  After a 

discussion it was agreed to keep the current Car 9 to be utilized as a fly car.   Chairman Griebner requested the 

Chief consult with his Officers to draft a SOG for use of the vehicle and submit it to the Board for consideration. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that specifications have been prepared for eighty (80) new structural 

firefighting helmets.  The sealed bids will be due at 5:00 PM on July 19, 2022 and opened at the regular meeting 

to be held on July 19, 2022 at 7:30 PM.   

 

DISTRICT RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Koeppel, seconded by Commissioner Bugbee, made a motion authorizing the Fire Department to 

conduct the annual fund-raising booster drive. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion 

carried. 
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DISTRICT RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE (con’t) 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that he believes that certain questions need to be answered regarding the Duty 

Shift Membership program.  There are different opinions regarding dual membership and the question of 

residency needs to be addressed.  Commission Zimmerman recommended a hold be placed on new members so 

that some final determination be arrived at.  Commissioner Koeppel stated that there needs to be something 

finalizes rather than proposing changes every month.  Chairman Griebner stated it needs to be determined what 

can legally be adopted and what cannot be.  It was agreed that this would pertain to any applicant that resides 

outside the actual boundaries of the Snyder Fire District. 

 

NEW APPLICANT REVIEW COMMITTEE 

  

Commissioner Koeppel reported that a Duty Shift application was received from Keith Mondschein, 139 Colony 

Ct. and background check sent to the appropriate agencies. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that all the background checks for Duty Shift Candidate Katherine Dixon Olney 

have now been received. Commissioner Koeppel, seconded by Commissioner Bugbee, made a motion to 

approve the membership of Katherine Dixon Olney pending successful completion of a Fire District Physical. 

Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

INVENTORY & TESTING RECORDS MANAGEMENT, FIXED ASSETS COMMITTEE 

 

In the absence of Commissioner Merrill, Chairman Griebner reported that the updated inventory report from 

Industrial Appraisal has been received and includes the new Rescue 5 and Rescue 7. The invoice for the 

revisional was forwarded to the Treasurer for payment. 

 

In the absence of Commissioner Merrill, Chairman Griebner reported that the two (2) old televisions and the 

District office printer have been disposed of. 

 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman reported that all four new trash cans have been received.  

 

Commissioner Zimmerman reported that the yearly testing of the back-flow preventer for the building sprinkler 

system is complete. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that he has contacted firms to obtain a price to compile specification for re-

paving and re-grading the rear parking lot. Commissioner Zimmerman, seconded by Commissioner Koeppel, 

made a motion for $4,000.00 for DiDonato Associates to prepare specifications for grading and paving the 

parking lot, $1,800.00 for KHEOPS Architecture, Engineering and Survey to complete a topographic survey and 

$1,100.00 for SJB Services to drill four (4) core samples. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  

Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman reported that the garage door for Rescue 5 bay broke.  It has been repaired at a cost 

of $350.00 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman reported that the concrete retaining wall on the west side of the front pads has been 

repaired at a cost of $325.00 

 

Commissioner Bugbee questioned some old metal doors stored inside the dumpster enclosure.  Chief Oliver 

stated there was no need for them and they can be disposed of. 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Griebner reported that Commissioner Merrill has made inquiries with two firms regarding possible 

replacement of the divider wall in the clubroom.   

 

AMHERST FIRE CONTROL LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Griebner reported that the EMS Committee has determined that the current ambulance contract 

extension can be valid until 12/31/2023.   This will allow the committee additional time to compile the request 

for proposal and the added time frame may allow for more competition.  All parties will be required to sign off 

on this extension including the Fire District. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that the Amherst Town Supervisor has offered him the Senior Fire Dispatcher 

position and the appointment should be confirmed by the Town Board next week. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that two of the three candidates interviewed for the two open dispatcher 

positions have declined.  The Town is awaiting paperwork from the third candidate prior to his approval by the 

Town Board. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that the backup radio repeater is still down awaiting repairs at Motorola. 

 

CHIEFS’ INSTALLATION COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Griebner stated that a request has been submitted to the Park Country Club to reserve April 22, 2023 

for the 2023 Inspection and Installation.  The Committee is still awaiting a response from the Country Club. 

 

CHIEF’S REPORT 

 

Chief Oliver provided a status report on the following approved purchases,  

 

Received:  New Scott SCBA, twenty (20) spectacle kits for the new SCBA face pieces, twenty (20) SCBA face 

piece bags, four (4) textbooks - Fire and Emergency Services Instructor: Principles and Practice 3rd 

Edition, Annual Membership for NFPA, 10 pairs of Ringers Hybrid Extrication Gloves and 15 TFS 

Jumbo Firefighter Gear Bag Color Red 

 

Not Received: Helmet replacement parts, two (2) white Chief helmets, eight (8) sets of firefighting turnout gear, 

two (2) set of Chiefs’ turnout gear, Firefighter 1 Blended Learning Bootcamp fees for Firefighter 

David Johnson and six (6) pairs of long suspender straps for bunker pants 

 

Partially Received:  EMS supplies, office supplies and one (1) Officer helmet front for Captain Oliver and three 

(3) firefighter helmet fronts for Firefighters McCarthy, Shutts and Buckfelder 

 

Withdrawn: Thirty (30) storage boxes for the EMS office, 
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CHIEF’S REPORT (con’t) 

 

Chief Oliver requested the following; 

 

1. Request an amount not to exceed $650.00 to re-stripe Asst. Chief O’Connor’s turnout gear to orange 

striping. Capt. Polvino attempted to get a second quote but was told that the equipment would need to be 

sent out to a facility prior to getting a price. 

2. Request an amount not to exceed $1,100.00 for two (2) pairs of Firefighter boots (Asst. Chief O’Connor 

and Capt. Oliver). 

3. Request an amount not to exceed $559.50 for 65 blue Snyder Fire Department tee shirts for new 

members.  

4. Request an amount not to exceed $1,400.00 for 8 child and 8 adult AED pads to replace pads that have 

expired.  

5. Request an amount not to exceed $169.00 for a Milwaukee 18v Handheld Leaf Blower.  This will be 

used to assist with debris clean up at MVA’s.  

6. Request an amount not to exceed $229.00 for a Milwaukee 18v Cordless Brushless Oscillating Multi-

Tool.  

7. Request an amount not to exceed $2751.13 for various adaptors for current FAST Packs and a spare 30-

minute SCBA bottle for the new FAST Pack on R5.  

8. Request $500.00 for EMS Supplies.  

9. Request $250.00 for Office Supplies.  

10. Request for $250.00 from the Fire Prevention budget and use of the front pad for the Recruitment 

Committee’s annual “Coffee with a Firefighter” event on Saturday June 25th from 9am-12pm. 

11. Request an amount not to exceed $429.00 for 400 Anodized Carabiner Keychains out of Fire Prevention 

Budget.    

12. Request an amount not to exceed $100.00 for 210 Single serve packets of powdered Gatorade. 160 

regular and 50 sugar free packets.  

13. Request an amount not to exceed $200.00 for Commissioner Griebner to get fitted for a new long sleeve 

dress shirt and dress pants at Sewing Tech.  

  

Additional Matters   

  

1. Chief Oliver requested a discussion regarding the possible donation of old SCBA’s and Bottles to the 

Fire Dept Training Network in Indiana in exchange for 10 Training opportunities over next 3 years – 

Tabled at March 2022 meeting.  We will have approx. 83 SCBA Bottles and 40 Pack Frames available 

for donation.  

2. Request permission to participate in the Old Home Days Parade in the Village of Williamsville on 

Tuesday July 12th.  Trucks will return to Snyder immediately following parade route.  

3. Request approval to send FF’s in need of eye glasses for new SCBA masks to Visualeyes at 3945 Main 

St (Main St. & Eggert Rd) for new lenses.  Robert Optical closed/retired in January.  The cost per optical 

kit is dependent on the individual’s prescription and will be invoiced to the District if a Firefighter 

requests an eye kit.  

4. Received notification from ISO that we are due for a review.  I will be meeting with them July 14th.  

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that the current depreciated value of the SCBA pak with a bottle is 

approximately $1,000.00 per the Fire District fixed asset report.  Therefore, when exchanging them for training 

it should be exchanging the pak for an equal cost of the offered training.  Commissioner Koeppel stated that he 

will investigate what used SCBA paks are selling for on auction sites. 
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CHIEF’S REPORT (con’t) 

 

Chief Oliver reported that with regard to the number of fire alarm at the group home at 4799 Harlem Rd.  State 

Fire Inspector Buttino has been granted permission to work with the facility to see what improvements can be 

made to their system 

 

Chief Oliver reported that he is working with an Amherst Fire Inspector regarding the numerous fire alarm at the 

Zion Dominion Church.  It is believed that there is some type of communication problem between the gym their 

main panel in the church and Amherst Alarm.  Amherst Alarm was reported to have been on site today to 

facilitate repairs. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Commissioner Koeppel reported that the new printer for the District office and a new drum for the Treasurer’s 

printer have been received. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman reported that all the paper products (plates, towels, etc.) have been received. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Commissioner Bugbee stated that at the FDIC a number of different firefighter gear dryers were examined and 

reviewed. After considering all the features offered by the various manufacturers it is recommended that a Dry 

Gear Solutions four-station dryer be purchased.  Commissioner Bugbee, seconded by Commissioner 

Zimmerman, made a motion for an amount not to exceed $8,000.00 to purchase a four-station firefighter gear 

dryer from Dry Gear Solutions provided they can supply a letter stating they are the sole source provider of this 

product. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Griebner informed the Board that he will not be attending the July 19, 2022 District meeting and that 

Commissioner Merrill may not be in attendance. 

 

Commissioner Koeppel seconded by Commissioner Bugbee, made a motion to approve an amount not to exceed 

$650 to re-stripe Asst. Chief O’Connor’s turnout gear to orange striping (single source supplier). an amount not 

to exceed $1100 for two (2) pairs of Firefighter boots, an amount not to exceed $559.50 for 65 blue Snyder Fire 

Department tee shirts for new members, an amount not to exceed $1,400.00 for 8 child and 8 adult AED pads, 

an amount not to exceed $169 for a Milwaukee 18v Handheld Leaf Blower, an amount not to exceed $229 for a 

Milwaukee 18v Cordless Brushless Oscillating Multi-Tool, an amount not to exceed $2,751.13 for various 

adaptors for current FAST Packs and a spare 30 minute SCBA bottle for the new FAST Pack on R5, an amount 

not to exceed $500.00 for EMS Supplies, an amount not to exceed $250.00 for office supplies, an amount not to 

exceed $250 from the Fire Prevention budget and use of the front pad for the Recruitment Committee’s annual 

“Coffee with a Firefighter” event on Saturday June 25th from 9am-12pm, an amount not to exceed $429.00 for 

400 Anodized Carabiner Keychains out of Fire Prevention Budget, an amount not to exceed $100.00 for 210 

Single serve packets of powdered Gatorade. 160 regular and 50 sugar free packets and an amount not to exceed 

$200.00 for a new long sleeve dress shirt and dress pants for Commissioner Griebner.  Upon being put to a vote, 

there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Bugbee, seconded by Chairman Griebner, made a motion authorizing the Fire Department to 

participate in the Old Home Days Parade in the Village of Williamsville on Tuesday July 12th.  Trucks will 

return to Snyder immediately following parade route. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  

Motion carried. 
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NEW BUSINESS (con’t)  

 

Commissioner Bugbee, seconded by Commissioner Koeppel, made a motion to send Firefighters in need of eye 

glasses for new SCBA masks to Visualeyes at 3945 Main Street for new lenses with the cost dependent on the 

individual’s prescription. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

BUDGET AMMENDMENTS 

 

Treasurer Henderson requested to amend the 2022 budget by increasing category 33000 “Inspections and 

Reviews” by $1,034.00 for a total budget amount of $21,034.00 and decreasing category 30000 “Miscellaneous” 

by $1,034.00 for a total budget amount of $8,966.00.  Commissioner Bugbee, seconded by Commissioner 

Zimmerman, made a motion to authorize the Treasurer to amend the 2022 budget.   Upon being put to a vote, 

there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Treasurer Henderson reported that a draft audit report has been received from the auditor for fiscal year 2021.  

The auditor has requested permission for interns at the firm to work with Industrial Appraisal to fix some 

discrepancies.  There would be no cost to the Fire District. There were no objections from the Board. 

 

Treasurer Henderson presented his report for the period ending May 31, 2022 and it is attached hereto as Exhibit 

“A” and made a part of these minutes.  A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Commissioner 

Bugbee and seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman. Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  

Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer Henderson presented bills in the amount of $304,972.81to be paid upon presentation of proper 

vouchers and authorizations, which are attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and made a part of these minutes.  A 

motion to pay the bills upon presentation of proper vouchers and authorizations was made by Commissioner 

Zimmerman and seconded by Commissioner Bugbee.  Upon being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  

Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman, seconded by Commissioner Bugbee, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Upon 

being put to a vote, there were Yes-4 and No-0.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 21:05 hours. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

James E. Koeppel 

Secretary 


