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Purpose 

To reduce contaminant levels in apparatus, on gear and in the station. Setting an overall goal to lower exposer to 
carcinogens and thereby reducing cancer risks. 

 

Scope 

This policy applies to all apparatus, equipment, and gear exposed to contaminants including but not limited to oil, 
smoke, ash, plastic residue, solvents, and Bloodborne pathogens. This policy covers normal maintenance as well as post 
incident decontamination. All members shall follow this procedure as part of NFPA 1500 Health and safety and NFPA 
1851 care and maintenance of protective clothing.  

 

Policy 

All gear, apparatus, and equipment both department owned and personal shall be cleaned by the procedure outlined 
below. This cleaning shall take place not less than annually, whenever soiled, or when instructed to do so by a chief 
officer. Once cleaning has been deemed necessary the equipment shall be removed from service until such time that it 
has been laundered.  

 

Responsibility 

It is the responsibility of every member to understand and follow the Procedure. The equipment user shall clean their 
own gear, the apparatus operator shall ensure the vehicle is cleaned and the company officer shall insure all tools and 
equipment are cleaned. 

 

 Procedure 

Post alarm 

 Tools and equipment 

1. Following use but prior to being placed back in the apparatus all equipment including SCBA shall be 
cleaned. This is accomplished by the use of a fire hose or garden hose and stiff brush carried on each 
vehicle. 

2.  Upon returning, all used tools shall by removed from the vehicle. All remaining debris and rust shall be 
removed using a wire brush or abrasive scrubbing pad. 

3. After a thorough rinse, each tool will be dried, coated with a light oil film and returned to service. 
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Apparatus 

1. Care shall be taken to reduce the spread of debris from gear and equipment into the apparatus during 
alarms and training. 

2. All gear and equipment shall be rinsed or bagged as needed prior to entering the vehicle. 
3. Upon return, the driver shall inspect the crew and storage area of the vehicle for contamination. 
4. The cab floor may be cleaned by hose stream, vacuum, or broom (whichever process is most effective 

on the contamination type). 
5. Crew seats, dash board, dog house, walls may be vacuumed or wiped with a damp cloth. If a cloth is 

used, it should be rinsed frequently to reduce cross contamination. 
6. Compartments shall be hosed out or vacuumed. If water is used, insure tools are not left damp and the 

door is left open to dry the area. 

Gear 

1. Prior to entering the apparatus all contaminated gear (helmets, hoods, gloves, pants, coat, and boots) 
shall be rinsed clean, regardless of weather conditions. 

2. Effort should be made to limit the amount of contaminated gear transported in the cab by placing the 
affected gear in bags, then transporting in a rear compartment or in another vehicle. The use of 2771 is 
authorized to transport gear in lieu of placing in apparatus cabs or compartments. 

3. Upon returning lightly soiled gear may be sprayed with a strong hose stream and hung to dry.  
4. Heavily soiled gear shall be removed from service and washed according to procedure posted on 

washer.  
5. After washing, the gear shall be dried in the same manner. 
6. After gear is washed and dried but prior to reassembly it should be inspected by the equipment chief to 

confirm effectiveness. 
7. Place gear in service and document date of cleaning. 

 

Routine cleaning 

 Gear 

1. Gear shall be washed annually as a minimum, this date can be tracked by checking the washer use log. 
This washing is the responsibility of the user. 

2. If it is determined that the member has exceeded the cleaning date the chief or designee shall pull the 
gear from service and notify the member. 

3. The gear will be cleaned in accordance with the posted procedure on the washer. 
4. After washing, the gear will be dried in the same manner. 
5. After the gear is washed and dried but prior to reassembly it should be inspected by the equipment 

chief to confirm effectiveness. 
6. Place gear in service and document date of cleaning. 


