
 

Task 
Number 

Task Condition Standard Pass/Fail 

     

1 Slow speed maneuvering 
in confined spaces 

Given a fully equipped Guardian 27 Fireboat 
in a congested marina with light winds, 
complete the following maneuvers: 
 
 

Vessel Engineer shall maintain positive 
control of the vessel at all times and 
operate he vessel in a safe manner. 
 
Fixed bulkhead or dock t-head may be 
used for this task. 
 

 

  Approach a bulkhead. Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
at slow speed approaching a bulkhead. 
 
Vessel Engineer will stop the vessel within 
3” of the bulkhead without striking the 
bulkhead. 
 
Vessel Engineer will secure the vessel to 
the bulkhead with available dock lines. 
 

 

  Depart a bulkhead. Vessel Engineer will unsecure the dock 
lines. 
 
Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
at slow speed in such a way as to depart 
the bulkhead without striking the 
bulkhead. 
 

 

  Bow to docking into a slip. Vessel Engineer will select an empty slip 
large enough to accommodate the vessel. 
 
Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
at slow speed so as to enter the slip bow 
to. 
 
Vessel Engineer will stop the vessel’s 
forward progress within 3” of the head of 
the slip without striking the dock. 
 

 



Vessel Engineer will secure the vessel to 
the slip with available dock lines. 
 

  Stern to docking into a slip. Vessel Engineer will select an empty slip 
large enough to accommodate the vessel. 
 
Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
at slow speed so as to enter the slip stern 
to. 
 
Vessel Engineer will stop the vessel’s aft 
progress within 3” of the head of the slip 
without striking the dock. 
 
Vessel Engineer will secure the vessel to 
the slip with available dock lines. 
 

 

  Rotate 180 degrees clockwise. Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
to a position 10’ to 20’ away from any 
obstruction or dockage. 
 
Starting from a stopped position, vessel 
Engineer will initiate a clockwise turn. 
 
While maintaining position within 2’ fore 
and aft of original starting position, 
continue the clockwise turn. 
 
Approaching 180 degrees of the starting 
position, arrest the turn so that the vessel 
stops turning. 
    

 

  Rotate 180 degrees 
counterclockwise. 

Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
to a position 10’ to 20’ away from any 
obstruction or dockage. 
 
Starting from a stopped position, vessel 
Engineer will initiate a counterclockwise 
turn. 
 
While maintaining position within 2’ fore 

 



and aft of original starting position, 
continue the counterclockwise turn. 
 
Approaching 180 degrees of the starting 
position, arrest the turn so that the vessel 
stops turning. 
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2 High speed maneuvering  Given a fully equipped Guardian 27 Fireboat 
in open water with light winds, complete 
the following maneuvers: 
 
 

Vessel Engineer shall maintain positive 
control of the vessel at all times and 
operate he vessel in a safe manner. 
 
High speed maneuvers will be conducted 
at 36mph or higher. 
 
 

 

  High speed turn to starboard Vessel Engineer will maintain course and 
speed. 
 
At the appropriate time, vessel Engineer 
will verbally warn all vessel occupants of 
the upcoming maneuver. 
 
Vessel Engineer will insure all vessel 
occupants acknowledge pending 
maneuver. 
 
Vessel Engineer will initiate a hard-over to 
starboard turn. 
 
Vessel Engineer will insure speed is 
maintained to within 2mph throughout 
the turn. 
 
Vessel Engineer will arrest the turn when 
the vessel reaches a heading 90 degrees 
to starboard of the original position and 
will maintain course and speed for two 
minutes after completing the turn. 
 
 

 

  High speed turn to port Vessel Engineer will maintain course and 
speed. 
 
At the appropriate time, vessel Engineer 
will verbally warn all vessel occupants of 

 



the upcoming maneuver. 
 
Vessel Engineer will insure all vessel 
occupants acknowledge pending 
maneuver. 
 
Vessel Engineer will initiate a hard-over to 
port turn. 
 
Vessel Engineer will insure speed is 
maintained to within 2mph throughout 
the turn. 
 
Vessel Engineer will arrest the turn when 
the vessel reaches a heading 90 degrees 
to port of the original position and will 
maintain course and speed for two 
minutes after completing the turn. 
 

  Aggressive stop Vessel Engineer will maintain course and 
speed. 
 
At the appropriate time, vessel Engineer 
will verbally warn all vessel occupants of 
the upcoming maneuver. 
 
Vessel Engineer will insure all vessel 
occupants acknowledge pending 
maneuver. 
 
Vessel Engineer will move the throttles to 
the idle position and allow the vessel to 
settle off plane.   
 
Before the vessel comes to complete idle 
speed, vessel Engineer will advance the 
throttles to approximately 1,900rpm – 
2,000rpm until the stern wave passes 
under the vessel. 
 
Once the stern wave passes under the 

 



vessel, Engineer will move the throttles to 
the neutral position. 
 
Vessel Engineer moves the throttles into 
the reverse position to arrest all forward 
momentum. 
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3 Spray water Given a fully equipped Guardian 27 Fireboat 
along a wooded shoreline with light winds, 
complete the following maneuvers: 
 
 

Vessel Engineer shall maintain positive 
control of the vessel at all times and 
operate he vessel in a safe manner. 
 
All pump operations will be conducted 
with deck gun in steady stream with 
pump pressure at 100psi. 
 

 

  Spray water on a fixed object with 
vessel under power. 
 

Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
into position so that a steady stream of 
water is applied to the designated fixed 
object. 
 
Using only the engine throttle controls, 
the Vessel Engineer will maneuver the 
vessel to maintain a continuous steady 
stream of water onto the fixed object for 
three minutes. 
  

 

  Spray water on an object floating 
free with vessel under power. 
 

Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
into position so that a steady stream of 
water is applied to the designated floating 
object. 
 
The Vessel Engineer will approach the 
floating object from downwind and will 
match the floating objects direction and 
speed. 
 
Using only the engine throttle controls, 
the Vessel Engineer will maneuver the 
vessel to maintain a continuous steady 
stream of water onto the floating object 
for one minute. 
 

 

  Spray water on a fixed object 50’ 
on shore with vessel secured. 
 

Vessel Engineer will secure the vessel to a 
fixed dock using available dock lines. 
 

 



Using the pump controls, the Vessel 
Engineer will spray water onto a fixed 
object 50’ on shore for three minutes. 
 
Vessel Engineer will insure the vessel 
remains secured to the fixed dock 
through the process.   
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4 Night Operations Given a fully equipped Guardian 27 Fireboat 
during a period of darkness with less than ½ 
moon illumination and light winds, 
complete the following maneuvers: 
 
 

Vessel Engineer shall maintain positive 
control of the vessel at all times and 
operate he vessel in a safe manner. 
 
 

 

  Use marine electronics in night 
mode. 
 

Vessel Engineer will select the 
appropriate menu options to set the 
Garmin Marine display to night navigation 
mode.  

 Configure > System > 
Beeper/Display >Backlight 

 Select Color Mode 

 Select Night Colors 
 
Vessel Engineer will set the Garmin 
Marine displays to minimum brightness. 

 Double tap the Power button 

 Slide the Brightness bar to the 
minimum position  

  
Vessel Engineer will select the best Scene 
and color setting on FLIR for night 
conditions. 
 

 

  Navigate to a point 
 

Vessel Engineer will maintain safe speed 
while navigating to a predetermined 
point. 
 
Vessel Engineer will maintain constant 
watch for marker beacons and hazards 
while maneuvering. 
 
Vessel Engineer will instruct other 
occupants of the vessel to call out any 
navigation beacons or hazards they may 
observe while under way. 
 

 



Vessel Engineer will maneuver the vessel 
through the marked channel occasionally 
scanning the marine electronics to insure 
course, speed and operations are normal. 
 
Vessel Engineer will verbalize 
approaching marker beacons. 
 
When arriving at the predetermined 
location, Vessel Engineer will slow the 
vessel to no-wake speeds and will use the 
marine electronics to identify fixed 
structures. 
   

     

 


