
       

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 

As an active member of the Engine 1, you need to know proper terminology being used in the field.  This 

section is to help you be able to properly talk on the radio and to help you understand what is 

happening in the field on the incident around you. 

1. EQUIPMENT DESIGNATION  

 ENGINE-  

Pumper carrying hose & Limited water 

 ENGINE TANKER- 

Pumper carrying hose & equipped for tanker operations 

 TANKER- 

Unit that carries more water to act as a water supply in rural areas 

 CRASH UNIT- 

Airport Fire Unit 

 TRUCK- 

Straight stick Ladder Truck 

 TOWER-  

Ariel with a platform 

 QUINT-   

Ariel with a pump and water supply 

 RESCUE SQUAD-  

Utility truck with rescue tools & equipment 

 RESCUE ENGINE-  

Pumper equipped with rescue tools & equipment 

 MINI PUMPER / BRUSH UNIT-  

Pumper with off road capabilities 

 AIR UNIT-  

Cascade unit 

 REHAB UNIT-  

Rehab area support unit 

 AMBULANCE-  

EMS transport unit 

 MEDIC / PARAMEDIC UNIT-  

EMS unit equipped ALS 

 BOAT 



 GATOR / ATV-  

All terrain vehicles 

 SUPPORT UNIT-  

Manpower piece 

 MOBIL COMMAND UNIT 

 MASS CASUALTY UNIT 

2. RADIO TERMINOLOGY / CODE TERMS 

  RESPONDING 

This term is used when enroute to the incident.   

 ON THE SCENE 

This term is used when you arrive on the scene. 

 STAGING 

This term is used when you arrive on the scene but are standing by until they decide 

where they want you.   

-  LEVEL 1 STAGING-   

Localized staging.  This is used on most incidents were units stage in close 

proximity of the incident until orders are given by Command. 

- LEVEL 2 STAGING- 

Level 2 is used on large scale incidents where additional resources may be 

needed.  One example widely used is the in-station transfers.  This to some is a 

form of Level 2 staging.  You have additional resources brought in but not 

committed to the incident.   

- LEVEL 3 STAGING- 

Level 3 is rarely seen in Washington County.  This is when units are dispatch but 

advised to hold in-station.   This is mainly used in situations where they do not 

know the actual location of the incident or in our county for bomb threats. 

COUNTY BOMB THREAT DISPATCH EXAMPLE:   

DISPATCH- The E.C.C. activates the tones and dispatch out “ENGINE    

COMPANY 32 RESCUE COMPANY 39 RESPOND TO YOUR 

STATION CODE 3-1” 

 AVAILABLE 

This is the proper term used when you clear the scene and you are available to take 

another call.  This is the “recognized term” for clearing the scene in Washington County. 

 OUT OF SERVICE 

This is used when the unit is unavailable whether it be mechanical or needing restocked.  

When going out of service please supply a reason to dispatch.  This is so if another 

incident is going on they can plan ahead if needed. 

 ALPHA/COLD RESPONSE 

An ALPHA or Cold response is a non-emergency  

 HOT RESPONSE 

A hot response is an emergency response  



 ECHO RESPONSE 

An echo response is a hot response for medical calls with ineffective breathing. 

 SIGNAL 

This is a “LIFE THREATS” policy from the Washington County Fire & Rescue Association. 

- Units in the field are to use the term “SIGNAL” when in a life threatening 

situation.   Once activated Washington County E.C.C. will have all three police 

agencies notified and dispatched to the unit’s last known location. 

- The proper transmission would be “Signal Engine 1”.  Once transmitted police 

will be dispatched. 

 EMERGENCY 

This is used for vital and emergency transmissions that need immediate response by 

Washington County E.C.C. 

- You key you radio for two seconds and transmit “Washington County Engine 1 

EMERGENCY”.  After transmission, dispatch should advise all units on the air to 

stand-by and have you continue with your message. 

Example:   

Engine 1: WASHINGTON COUNTY ENGINE 1 EMERGENCY! 

Dispatch: ALL UNITS ON THE AIR STAND-BY, ENGINE  1 YOUR 

MESSAGE. 

Engine 1: WASHINGTON COUNTY, THERE IS A PERSONAL INJURY 

COLLISION IN THE UNIT BLOCK OF SOUTH POTOMAC 

STREET.  ONE VEHICLE IS ON IT’S ROOF WITH 

OCCUPANTS STILL IN THE VEHICLE. 

 MAY-DAY 

This term is distress signal used by firefighters when trapped or injured in the hot zone 

during an incident. 

 CODE 8 

This is used when responding and your unit has mechanical problems. 

 Example:   

Engine 1: WASHINGTON COUNTY ENGINE 1 IS CODE 8 AT POTOMAC & 

ANTIETAM STREET 

 CODE 9 

This is used when your unit has been involved in a vehicle collision. 

 Example:   

Engine 1: WASHINGTON COUNTY ENGINE 1 EMERGENCY! 

Dispatch: ALL UNITS ON THE AIR STAND-BY, ENGINE 1 YOUR MESSAGE. 



Engine 1: WASHINGTON COUNTY, ENGINE 1 IS CODE 9 AT SOUTH 

POTOMAC & ANTIETAM STREET.  WE ARE CHECKING FOR 

INJURIES, WE WILL ADVISE. 

Once you report you CODE 9 dispatch automatically notifies HFD Battalion Duty Officer 

and Police are started to your location.  If injuries are reported the appropriate 

assignment is also dispatched. 

3. E.C.C. RADIO BROADCASTS 

 WEATHER ALERTS 

- Weather Watches 

Watches are when the climate is right that storms could form. 

- Weather Warnings 

Warnings are when storms are formed and immanent. 

 HOSPITAL STATUS 

- Green Alert 

Meritus Medic al is operating under normal conditions. 

- Red Alert 

Meritus Medical has no telemetry beds available. 

- Yellow Alert 

Meritus Medical has no Emergency Department Beds 

- Blue Alert 

Placed in effect by jurisdictions when EMS resources are overwhelmed or limited 

by weather conditions. (Overrides above alerts) 

- Mini-Disaster 

Meritus Medical declares a Mini-Disaster under the circumstances that they have 

suspended operations due to an event at their facility. 

4. E.C.C. RADIO CONDITIONS 

 CONDITION “A” 

Washington County E.C.C. operating under normal conditions 

 CONDITION “B” 

Washington County E.C.C. experiencing heavy radio traffic 

-  1 alert tone will be sounded on the appropriate channel/s, and the announcement 

“Washington County is now operating under condition B” will be made. This will be 

continued every half hour until normal operations are restored 

- All radio traffic will be kept at a minimum  

- Base stations will not be used unless directed by communications 

- All pages, test counts, home alerting tests, siren tests, and announcements will be 

deleted 

- Units responding should only advise so once 

- When an officer advises that a unit may go available, this unit will be considered 

available, and need not say so 

- Routine on the air and off the air status will be deleted 



 CONDITION “C” 

Washington County E.C.C. has to evacuate from the center and re-locate to an alternate 

location 

- Assuming that time allows, all monitor tones will be sounded 

- One alert tone will be sounded with the following announcement, “Washington County now 

operating under condition C” 

- Alarms will be broadcast only once 

- All procedures initiated under condition B will be applied 

 CONDITION “D” 

-  All stations will be notified by phone as soon as possible. Each station must be 

staffed to receive emergency calls 

- The emergency alerting system will be activated to inform the public of the 

proper emergency phone numbers to call 

- Progress reports will be issued and stations will be advised when normal 

conditions are restored 

5. EMERGENCY BUTTON ACTIVATIONS 

 E.C.C. POLICY FOR ACTIVATIONS 

When Emergency Buttons are activated Washington County E.C.C. will attempt to 

confirm if this is an actual emergency or accidental trip.  The E.C.C. will call the unit on 

the radio asking “Confirm or Deny”.   

- If accidental the crew activating the button is to advise “Deny” to the E.C.C.   

- If the activation is not accidental the crew activating the button is to advise 

“Confirm” to the E.C.C. if able to. 

 EMERGENCY ACTIVATION 

Emergency buttons are to be used in life threatening situations 

- Fire Ground Activations 

Activations on a fire ground are treated as a May-Day situation till proven 

otherwise. 

- Non-Fire Ground Activations 

Activations that are confirmed or not acknowledged are treated as a “Signal” and 

police are immediately dispatched till proven otherwise. 

6.  RADIO USE 

 When on the radio, keep your transmissions short.  They do not need a long dissertation 

on the radio.  In those cases call them on the phone. 

 When transmitting, key up till you hear a “chirp” at which point you can begin your 

transmission.  Remember to start  all transmissions with Washington County if talking to 

the E.C.C.  Example: Engine 1 is responding with 3. 


