
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – September 6, 2017 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:50 pm and followed by the pledge of 

allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were posted.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Justin Kulp.  

It was seconded by Todd Bonjo and approved by the body. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier read the attached report.  He also reported that on Saturday, 

September 9, a crew will be needed to standby at the Univest Touch-a-Truck event from 1:30pm 

to 4:30pm.  He also reported that on Saturday, September 9, Spring Mountain is having a movie 

event at 7:00pm and a crew is needed for scene lighting and staying the duration of the movie. 

Neither event will be for donations to the fire company.  Thomas Burgmeier also reported that 

October will be the start of fire prevention, and the Spring Mountain WMGK Bonfire will 

follow.  He also reported that Thursday, September 7, is John Detweiler’s funeral from Lower 

Frederick Fire Company, more details will follow but it will be a small service without a 

procession.  He reported that John Moran’s funeral was well represented by this company. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that next Thursday will be a bus 

rescue class, and Saturday, September 23, will be the hands on practical day.  He reported that 

Charles Roop is planning further trainings for this month, including burns and water rescue in the 

fall.  Jacob Gilbert reported that Harleysville Fire Company is offering VRT Levels 1 and 2 on 

Tuesday, September 12 and 26, and four Sundays following.  If interested, please see Jacob 

Gilbert for more details. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that the Traffic Unit had its floor 

repaired last month, received a new set of tires and a fender was ordered.  However, it is not back 

in service until it receives a new radio and the ticking noise is fixed.  It will continue to be used 

as a plow for snow in the winter months. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  Johnathan Smith reported that Folk Festival parking was a 

success this year. He also reported that fire police are needed for the Old Goshenhoppen Oyster 

Picnic on Saturday, September 9. 

Water Rescue Report:  No report was offered. 

Trustees’ Report:  Christopher Alderfer thanked the body for helping with kitchen repair and 

moving appliances.  He expressed concern for one of the garage doors not closing completely. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  No report. 

Radio:  Guy Speers reported that additional batteries will need to be purchased under Fireman’s 

Relief Association. 

Sunshine:  No report. 



Ways, Means and Help:  Debra Gilbert consulted the body if they wanted to host another 

Chicken BBQ.  The consensus was that there is not enough manpower to carry out the fundraiser 

under this busy month. 

Budget and Finance:  Guy Speers reported that the committee has drafted a Purchasing Policy.  

Since no representatives were at the meeting, the policy will be emailed out to members to look 

over in preparation for next month’s meeting.  Pearl Luza reported that after the Purchasing 

Policy is in place, the committee will go through the current budget to compare spent values 

every month compared to the actual budget.  This will gage remaining funds every month, which 

will be attached to the monthly minutes. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 20 members present. 

Banquet:   Debra Gilbert handed out a small survey to members to gather ideas of what the body 

would like to do for the upcoming banquet.  It will be a low-budgeted year. 

Insurance:   No report was offered. 

Nominating:  Guy Speers reported that October will begin nominations for officer and staff roles.  

Folk Festival:  Robert Kulp reported that last Monday came the final checks for Folk Festival 

events.  The net profit still needs to be calculated, however, it appears it made equivalent to last 

year’s profit.  He reported that serious consideration needs to happen over editing the menu to fit 

the volunteer status at the event, which limits it to key items.  Guy Speers and the body thanked 

Robert Kulp for all the effort put into the event. 

Public Events:   

House:  Johnathan Smith reported that the immediate rental after the kitchen repair was satisfied.  

He stated that there are three rentals for the month of September.  He also reports that the 

Goshenhoppen Run Farm with the hot sauce business just needs to verify the water quality and 

officiate business with a letter from the fire company.  Guy Speers reported that Catering by 

Angela needs the sinks to be hooked up the water system immediately to resume her kitchen 

rental.   

Bylaws: Guy Speers reported that the committee is discussing the purchasing policy and will 

need to edit the bylaws to suit the word choice of the policy. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported that IamResponding needs to be renewed this 

month, as well as a new software put into the computer in the radio room.  The projector for the 

hall is ready to be mounted as soon as wiring is completed. 

Grant:  Guy Speers reported that Merck will match its employees volunteer time with a donation 

to the fire company, but just needs a letter from the fire company for proof of hours. 

Uniform:  Debra Gilbert asked the crew if there are any changes needed in their uniforms.  

Thomas Burgmeier reported that he hopes to raise the standard of the Class A uniform, and may 



use a raffle fundraiser to pay for the changes.  He suggested buying matching black turtleneck 

long sleeves to wear under Class B uniforms during the colder months. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported that the Burn Foundation sent a help letter, 

and there is a Pet First Aid and CPR event in the area for certification courses. Information was 

put on the bulletin board. 

Deferred Business:  Justin Kulp reported that he will be drafting a PowerPoint presentation for 

the cell tower information meeting and would like to gather any questions or concerns from the 

public in order to address them.  A message should go up on the fire company sign, as well as 

defer all questions from the public to the website for submission.  He reported that on Tuesday, 

September 19 there will be a small pre-meeting to discuss what to in the presentation.  Ryan 

Priest expressed concern towards a popular online Next-Door site, in which Township residents 

are communicating about the cell tower.  Fire company investigation may be useful for the 

information session.  Tuesday, October 3 at 7:00pm is the official date of the meeting, and 

Jeremy Allen brought up mailing postcard invitations to all the residents.  It would be 

approximately $200.00 to print and mail the postcards with Richard Reitz and Guy Speer’s 

approval.  The fire company hopes to have a Verizon representative at the meeting to have a 

professional standpoint on the technical aspect of coverage area.  Justin Kulp also expressed 

concern with talking with direct neighbors of the station to ask questions and what their opinions 

are. 

New Business:  Jeremy Allen made a motion to spend $200.00 to print postcards for the cell 

tower information session.  It was seconded by Justin Kulp, and approved by the body. 

Richard Sacks Sr. reported that the fire company needs to get water softening tablets as approved 

by Suburban Water. 

Thomas Burgmeier expressed concern for creating an SOG and assigning a Public Information 

Officer for vital facts about the fire company and its position on its issues.  Jacob Gilbert 

reported a free class hosted by Montgomery County for the position of PIO.  More consideration 

from other companies and references will need to happen to create the SOG. 

Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to spend up to $800.00 to renew the IamResponding 

membership for one year.  It was seconded by Justin Kulp and approved by the body.  More 

consideration of a different software will take place later in the year. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Pearl Luza read the attached reports.   

A motion to approve the Financial Secretary’s report was made by Jeffrey Lesitsky.  It was 

seconded by Richard Sacks Sr. and approved by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Harry Mosey read the attached reports. 

A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Jeffrey Lesitsky.  It was seconded by 

Richard Sacks Sr. and approved by the body. 

 

 



Good and Welfare of the Company:  Guy Speers reported that the cell tower signs have been 

stolen from neighbor’s yards, and reminded the body that it is in the fire company’s best interest 

to not interfere with the neighbors.  There is also food in the back of the room from Folk Festival 

that needs to be taken home. 

 

A motion was made at 8:44 pm by Richard Sacks Sr. to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Justin Kulp and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 


