
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –September 7, 2016 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:32 pm.  

Minutes approved on a motion by, Howard Delzingaro and seconded by Todd Bonjo. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier thanked the crew for diligently responding to the heavy 

influx of calls before and during Folk Festival.  He also stated Saturday, October 1is Harleysville 

Fire Company’s open house.  A cover crew will be needed to take the Squad from 11am-5pm.  

Also a crew will be needed to run calls and assist the event on Saturday, October 15 for the 

Township Anniversary bash.  Separately a crew needed for the WMGK Bonfire at Spring 

Mountain on Saturday, October 22.  Sign-in sheets will be located on the training board in the 

engine room.  Finally Saint Mary’s Church in Lower Frederick is hosting an event on September 

11, and crew members are invited to participate in mass and activities following. A sign-up sheet 

was passed around at the meeting for a head count. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Richard Reitz reported Engineers Night will follow the monthly 

meeting on Thursday, and more training will be conducted using the new rescue tools once they 

come in. Water rescue training is to follow. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported Squad and Utility 78 were serviced and 

inspected, as well as the transmission flushed. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report: Rachel Dornisch reported in place of Neil Saunderson, stating 

the Oyster Picnic and 9/11 Memorial Parade in Red Hill are to take place: fire police will be 

needed. 

Water Rescue Report:  Justin Kulp reported it is the middle of hurricane season, and it is the 

responsibility of members of the water rescue team to keep their equipment taken care of in 

preparation.  He also reported that he will be hosting a Water Rescue for the First Responder 

course at Harleysville on Tuesday, September 13 at 7:00pm which is a four hour class for 

members new to water rescue.  He also reported on Tuesday, September 20, there will be hands 

on refresher training at Harleysville Fire Company. Contact Justin Kulp with any questions or if 

you plan on attending. 

Trustees’ Report:  No report was offered. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Richard Sacks Sr. brought up the application for Samuel Gwiadzinski for junior 

fire crew. 

He also brought up Jordan Marzolf, Stephanie Passante and Brandon Bonjo up to the body for a 

vote.  Votes were in favor, and all three joined the company. 

A motion was made to destroy the ballots by Howard Delzingaro. It was seconded by Jeffrey 

Lesitsky and approved by the body. 



Radio:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that we reapplied for the radio grant, and the station is 

waiting on mobile radios to come in this fall.  He also reminded the crew to use high band radios 

when communicating within the company on calls. 

Sunshine:  Charles Roop welcomed a new son into his family.  Lori Smith will put together a gift 

to congratulate the new parents.   

Ways, Means and Help:  Deborah Gilbert reminded the company of the 275
th
 Upper Salford 

Township Anniversary Bash.  She stated the company is welcome to sell snacks and promote the 

station’s history during the event, as well as bring a crew to support the event and run calls. 

She also reported that help is needed for the Election Day Bake Sale during the day, and it will 

need donated baked goods. 

Budget and Finance:   Richard Reitz reported the committee continues to meet with investment 

and financial planners to select two strategies to present to the body next month.  The committee 

also plans to submit and vote on a budget for 2017. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 27 members present. 

Banquet:   Rachel Dornisch reported banquet planning will begin after the general meeting.  

Suggestions towards a venue are welcomed; please see Autumn Hassinger, Rachel Dornisch or 

Lane Alderfer.  Once a location is reserved, an estimate of the cost per person will be announced. 

Insurance:   No report was offered. 

Nominating: No report was offered. 

Folk Festival:  Lori Smith reported an estimate profit of $16,900.00 with the exception of a few 

credit card bills.  A total net income will be offered next month. 

Jacob Gilbert suggested sending emails and letters to all the community volunteers who helped at 

Folk Festival, and list future fundraising dates. 

Public Events:  Lori Smith reported that the company is receiving emails for Fire Prevention 

week, and the station needs to preorder supplies for going to schools. 

Guys Speers reported the Ladies’ Penny Auction will take place on Saturday, September 17 at 

6:30pm.  Help will be needed on the Thursday night before the auction to set up chairs and tables 

in the engine room. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported there were not any hall rentals in July and August, but two 

rentals planned for September. 

Bylaws: No report was offered. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported the Iam Responding subscription for the year 

runs out this month, and it needs renewal.  Investigation towards a new system will happen next 

year. 



Grant:  Guy Speers reported he received a letter from the State about the Fire Commissioner 

grant. 

Thomas Burgmeier reported we received the grant for a gear washer, and require money to finish 

the cost of the washer.  He also reported electrical work will be needed in the basement to return 

to current codes. 

Uniform:  Deborah Gilbert reported the uniform accessories have been ordered and will be 

delivered by October 1. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported a donation letter from Manna on Main 

Street thanking the company for 132 lbs. of food donated.  The company received several cards 

in memory of Owen Davis, which were posted on the bulletin board and also a card from a 

township resident thanking the company for the work they did at the accident on Wolford and 

Old Skippack Road.  Thank you cards were mailed to donors. 

Deferred Business:   No report was offered. 

New Business:  Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to spend $1,200.00 to complete the grant for 

the gear washer.  It was seconded by Justin Kulp and passed by the body. 

Jacob Gilbert made a motion to spend $50.00 to buy stamps and envelopes for sending thank you 

letters to volunteers from Folk Fest.  It was seconded by Harold Alderfer and passed by the body. 

Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to spend $1,040.00 for three gas meters from a previous grant 

for some of the trucks.  It was seconded by Harold Alderfer and passed by the body. 

Richard Reitz made a motion to spend $800.00 to renew the subscription to Iam Responding 

system.  It was seconded by Justin Kulp and passed by the body. 

Thomas Burgmeier asked the body to help Harold Alderfer in gutting, repainting and organizing 

the engineer’s room after the Penny Auction. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Autumn Hassinger gave the attached reports.  A motion was 

made by Richard Reitz to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.   It was seconded by 

Christopher Alderfer and passed by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Harry Mosey gave the attached reports.  He also added a couple unpaid 

bills not included in the report: $15.34 to Autumn Hassinger for a package return, and $30.00 to 

Richard Reitz for adding gas in Command 78.   A motion was made by Todd Bonjo to approve 

the Treasurer’s report.  It was seconded by Richard Sacks Sr. and passed by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  Guy Speers thanked the company for being hardworking 

and diligent during various incidents surrounding Folk Fest and the hours it took to complete it.  

He reminded the body to see Ryan Priest in order to track average manpower hours from the 

weekend. 

 

 



A motion was made at 8:17pm by Joseph Devine to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 


