
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –September 3, 2014 

Meeting was called to order by President Brian Clark at 7:30pm.  

Blaik Westhuff started the meeting off with a prayer 

Minutes approved on a motion by, Harold Alderfer seconded by Jeffery Lesitsky. 

Chief’s Report: Chief Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached report. He also reported that the 

bridge on Moyer road is now closed indefinitely. He also thanked all of the members that helped 

during folk fest.  

Training Officer’s Report: Richard Reitz gave the attached report. 

Chief Engineer’s Report: Chief Engineer Harold Alderfer reported that the Utility and Squad 

have been inspected and serviced. Tomorrow night is apparatus night and we will just be going 

over the trucks. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report: Lori Smith gave the attached report. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership: Richard Sacks Sr. reported that there was an application sent in from a Fran Ryan 

wanting to join as part of the Water Rescue team.  

 Thomas Burgmeier reported that he is a nice guy. 

The second application is for a Jeffery that would like to become fire police. Richard Sacks Sr. 

reported that we are going to wait to vote on these people until everyone has had a chance to 

meet them.  

The last issue Richard Sacks Sr. brought up was about voting Bill James out of the fire company 

and out of his position as a trustee. A written vote will take place about removing Bill James 

from the company.  

Brian Clark asked if anyone knew how long Bill James was in rotation of trustee. Jeffery 

Lesitsky stated that next year would be Bill James last year as a trustee. 

Radio: No report was offered 

Sunshine: No report was offered 

Ways, Means and Help: Debra Gilbert reported that the Blood Drive is going to be on September 

18, 2014 starting at 2pm and going to 7pm. February 7, 2015 is going to be either a spaghetti 

dinner or a Bingo night,  March 21, 2015 is Penny Auction, April 4, 2015 is the Ladies easter 

egg hunt, April 18, 2015 is a Car Wash, May 16, 2015 is a Chicken BBQ, September 19, 2015 is 

a Penny Auction, September 26, 2015 is a Chicken BBQ, on Election day there will be a bake 



sale, December will be the fire company banquet but it will be after the Santa run. Debra Gilbert 

asked how the company felt about selling Boscov’s coupons. 

 The company responded by saying no to selling the Boscov’s coupons. 

Budget and Finance: Brian Clark reported Autumn Hassinger is working on the budget for 2015 

with the company’s new accountant. People still need to turn in budgets to Brian Clark.  

Credentials: Rachel Dornisch reported that there were 29 members present. 

Banquet: No report was offered  

Insurance: Brian Clark reported that insurance was put on Thomas Burgmeier 4 wheeler during 

folk fest but the insurance came off of it the Monday after folk fest. 

Nominating: Brian Clark reported that the papers for nominating will be going out next month.  

Folk Fest: Barbra Gormley reported that the profit was $24,591.99. The company needs to 

decide on a price to give to the driving unit for this year. Barbra Gormley had the Telford Diving 

Unit sign in and out their times of working. There total hours for this year was 120. Last year the 

company gave the Diving Unit $1,325. What the company usually would give them is 7% of the 

folk fests net income which would be $1,685. Barbra Gormley recommended that we only give 

them the same amount of money as we did last year of $1,325. 

Ryan Priest asked if Barbra Gormley had an estimate of how many hours our own 

company put into folk fest. Brian Clark said that he made an attempt to figure out how 

many hours the company put into folk fest. Ryan Priest thinks that the fair way to figure 

out the amount of money to give the Telford Diving Unit would be to calculate the 

company’s hours.   

Terry Smith made a motion to give the Telford Diving Unit $1,250 from the net folk fest profits 

with no guaranty for them being invited to next year. The motion was seconded by Robert Kulp.  

Ryan Priest made a comment that we shouldn’t give the diving unit a random number and 

that people should oppose this motion. 

The motion was passed by the body with a 19 to 3 vote.  

Barbra Gormley thanked everyone for all the help she received during her years of running folk 

fest.  

Public Events: Thomas Burgmeier reported that the same day as the Chicken BBQ there is a 

community day at Uninvest and a truck needs to go down with only a driver and an officer. 

October 5, 2014 is going to be the start of fire prevention.   

House: John Smith reported that July and August was going very slow. John Smith also reported 

that he is going to need the dates of events for this upcoming year that way he can get them in 

the books. He also stated that Brian Clark sent him a new contract. Anyone that would like to see 

a contract just needs to ask John Smith for it. Brian Clark stated that the new contract is now set 

in place because of two reasons. First being that people where using the kitchen for free but that 



shouldn’t be. Second reason is because of the Risk survey that the company had done, an alcohol 

policy needed to be put in place.  

 Debra Gilbert asked what the alcohol is and Brian Clark reported that people can have 

alcohol during a hall rental but the company cannot be held responsible. 

Bylaws: No report was offered 

Truck: No report was offered 

Information Technology: No report was offered  

Grant: Terry Mummert reported that the company will be receiving a check for the AFG grant. 

Uniform: No report was offered 

Trustees’ Report: Jeffery Lestisky reported that our propane now comes from Penn Valley. 

They delivered all the propane to folk fest for free because it is in our contract. The ownership of 

the propane tank out back now belongs to Penn Valley because the tank is very old. There was a 

safety check done and the regulator by the tank and firehouse where both replaced with new. 

There is now a shut off valve next to the back door in case there is an emergency. There are 

lights that are going to be worked on so if anyone finds a light that needs to be fixed just let 

Jeffery Lesitsky know. 

Harold Alderfer asked if we had switched the fuel oil and the deasil fuel to Penn Valley. 

Jeffrey Lesitsky responded by saying that those two things are on separate contracts and 

the company still needs to call Suburban.   

Robert Kulp reported that there are drums out in the garage that need to be removed. Robert 

Kulp made a motion to spend up to $3,500 to remove the drums of toxic chemicals, seconded by 

Thomas Burgmeier and passed by the body.  

Terry Smith asked if any of the trustees have heard from Arlene Cressman because she 

said she had gotten in touch with two of the trustees about taking back some fire police 

equipment. None of the trustees had heard anything from Arlene Cressman. Terry Smith 

said that Arlene Cressman is storing company property at her house and she doesn’t want 

it there anymore. All the trustees responded by saying that she shouldn’t have it at her 

house anyway. Jeffery Lesitsky is going to handle it. 

Written Communications: Rachel Dornisch reported that the company received a thank you 

letter from Cindy, Jeffery, and Shawn Lesitsky. There was also an invite to a fire expo in 

Whitpain Township, an invite to do a demonstration at Lower Pottsgrove Township, and lastly a 

thank you letter from Skippack Township for responding to a gas incident on July 13, 2014. 

Deferred Business: Patricia Goodhart asked if something was going to happen to help clean the 

floors up. Rachel Dornisch responded that John Smith was approved up to $100.00 to have the 

floors cleaned. John Smith stated that the person going to clean the floors just needs to find a 

time to clean them. 



Brian Clark reported that the Verizon project that is going on is getting very close to being 

finished so it can be brought up to the township.  

New Business: Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to donate the old green flood gate to his 

friend seconded by Richard Reitz and passed by the body. 

Thomas Burgmeier asked if the company would be okay with letting Tylersport Fire Company 

borrow out single fryer. The company is okay with it. 

Christopher Imms reported that the gear racks that the company has now are old and falling 

apart. He found some nice gear racks that would be mounted to the wall next to the tanker. One 

gear rack is $3,000 and can hold 11 sets of gear. Christopher Imms made a motion to purchase a 

gear rack of $3,000 seconded by Thomas Burgmeier. 

Terry Mummert asked if this is something that was budged. Brian Clark stated that this 

was something that was talked about but not budged. It would come from funds that were 

not budget like the boot drop money from folk fest. Terry Mummert asked if this is the 

best thing that the company should spend the money on. Brian Clark responded with yes 

this is something the company should be spending money on right now because the old 

gear racks are falling apart. Terry Mummert thinks that this is something that should be 

budgeted and done all at once and not in 3 sections.  

Harold Alderfer asked if you could add on more racks to the one rack and Thomas 

Burgmeier responded by saying that it would be 3 sections when the project is finished.  

Barbra Gormley asked about the dimensions of the racks and Christopher Imms 

responded by saying they are 20 inches wide, 20 inches from the wall and 6 feet high. 

The motion was passed by the body with one opposed.  

Barbra Gormley asked for help for Penny Auction. 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Terry Smith gave the attached reports. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Terry Smith gave the attached reports. A motion was made to pay the bills 

by Richard Reitz and seconded by Harold Alderfer and passed by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company: Brian Clark thanked John Smith for the food that was 

provided. 

A motion was made at 8:44PM by Brandon Rittenhouse to Adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Joseph Devine and passed by the body. 

 

Summited by: Rachel Dornisch, Recording Secretary 


