
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – September 4, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by Vice President Terry Smith at 7:32pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Chris Imms, seconded by Harold Alderfer. 
 
Chief’s Report: Fire Chief Paul Schneider gave the attached report. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Ryan Priest reported plans to paint and label tool on the trucks. 
Also, some money was spent to repair Traffic 78. On a related note, Mr. Priest reiterated that Traffic 78 
is for Fire Police use only. If you need to use the truck you must get approval from the chief and the Fire 
Police. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Richard Reitz reported the training schedule for the month of 
September. There is a list of classes posted on the training board. Contact any officer if you see a class 
you would like to take. Lastly, pit-crew CPR training with 344 is on Saturday, trucks leave at 7:30am. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Lieutenant Lori Smith gave dates for three upcoming fire police 
functions. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: No report was offered 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported that the radio re-band switch-over will take place on Thursday 
September 5th at noon. Any radios at the station will be set to the correct channel by the committee. 
Officers and Fire Police will have to change their own radios. He also announced that Rich Reitz is 
circulating a sheet to collect phone numbers for the IAmResponding system. 
 
Sunshine: Terry Smith reported that Rick Sacks Sr.’s mother died on Labor Day, the committee will send 
flowers. Lori Smith added that the owner of the Folk Fest property died and suggested a card be sent. 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Harold Alderfer reported an upcoming Chicken BBQ. Tricia Dornisch that 1089 
help letters mailed generated 316 responses for an income of ~$16,450. Once the date is confirmed for 
the Open House we can send out the next mailing. 
 
Budget and Finance: No report was offered 
 
Credentials: Paul Maurer reported 39 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Lane Alderfer reported that September and October will be busy. The juniors 
expressed an interest in organizing an obstacle course, possibly for drill on Sept 26th.  
 
Nominating: No report was offered 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley thanked the company for all of the work done before, during and after Folk 
Fest. She reviewed the receipt report (attached). The projected profit from this year’s festival is 



$17,614.07. The committee proposed a donation to the Telford Dive Unit in the amount of $1,700 based 
on their 198.5 hours of work time. 

Ryan Priest asked how we can estimate their share of the profit based on man hours if we do 
not know how many hours our members put in? 
Jeff Lesitsky asked if the data was available to calculate our hours. 
Barbara Gormley said that the company has been decreasing the contribution, changing our 
formula and generally making and contributing less money to the Dive Unit every year. 
Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to pay the Telford Dive Unit $1,500 and not invite them to 
help in future years. The motion was seconded by Albert Paul. 
Richard Reitz mentioned that we decided last year to donate 7.5% of net profits to the Dive 
Unit. 
Thomas Burgmeier amended his motion to donate $1,325 to (about 7.5% of net profits) and 
reconsider the involvement of the Telford Dive Unit in future years. The motion was seconded 
by Albert Paul and passed by the body with one opposed. 

Barbara Gormley announced that the October Board of Supervisors meeting will include the Folk Festival 
Administration for a wrap up meeting. 

Arlene Cressman mentioned that many people at the Folk Festival think that the company is 
making a lot more money from the festival than we take in profits. 
Barbara Gormley suggested that we not post our daily earnings publicly. 
Autumn Hassinger asked if we provide the Folk Song Society with our results at the end of the 
festival.  
Paul Schnieder opined that it was not their business to know. 

Terry Smith thanked everyone again for all of the hard work and long hours put into Folk Fest this year. 
 
Public Events: Thomas Burgmeier announced that October 6th through 12 is Fire Prevention week. Our 
Open House will be Thursday October 10th 6:30pm to 8:30pm. He added that we have committed to 
help Harleysville Community Fire Company set up for their open house from 8am to noon on October 5th 
and then supply a standby crew for them during the open house on October 6th. Our picnic will be held 
on October 5th and Harleysville members are invited to come after setup is complete at their station. 
Lori Smith reported that a group of 32 is expected at the station on October 9th at 9:15am for fire 
prevention. She will send an email out that week with further details and a request for assistance. 
Lane Alderfer reported having organized a blood drive through the American Red Cross to be held at the 
station on October 14th between 2pm and 7pm. Contact Lane to make an appointment to donate blood. 
 
House: Terry Smith reported two the rental schedule for the month of September. 
 
By-Laws: No report was offered 
 
Truck Replacement: No report was offered 
 
Information Technology: No report was offered 
 
Grant: No report was offered 
 
Insurance: No report was offered 
 
Banquet: Autumn Hassinger reported that the committee met, is researching venues and pricing and has 
tentative dates selected. More information will be provided next month. 



 
Uniform: Tricia Dornisch asked that members please clean and return their uniforms or take them to the 
cleaners promptly. If dropping your uniform at the cleaners, please provide them with your name so 
they can tag your uniform. 
 
Food Management: No report was offered  
 
Trustees’ Report: Trustee Jeffery Lesitsky reported a 40% cost reduction on the propane bill thanks to 
Arlene Cressman’s efforts in price negotiation.  

Thomas Burgmeier asked that the trustees make a plan to deal with winter weather at the 
station 
Richard Reitz asked that TV be prepared for training use, including the ability to play VHS and 
DVD recordings. 
Ryan Priest asked if the new doors will be painted soon. 
 

Written Communications: Neil Saunderson presented a letter from the Dover International Speedway 
regarding a National Fallen Firefighters Foundation event taking place in Dover on September 29th. 
 
Deferred Business: Richard Reitz asked about the status of the check to be issued for the donation to 
the AZ fallen firefighters fund. Barbara Gormley ask that members remember to have the station 
prepped for Penny Auction Thursday and Friday before and from 11am to 11pm on the 21st. 
 
New Business: None 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Paul Maurer presented the attached report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Autumn Hassinger provided the attached report. She also provided the current 
balances in our checking and investment accounts and noted that the $8,000 credit in the checking 
account will be resolved soon. Barbara Gormley clarified her receipt for new cash registers. The report 
was approved on a motion by Richard Reitz, seconded by Guy Speers. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: None 
 
A motion was made at 8:25 pm by Jeffery Lesitsky to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Brandon Rittenhouse and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


