
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – October 4, 2017 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:35 pm and followed by the pledge of 

allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were posted and emailed to members.  A motion to approve the minutes 

was made by Harold Alderfer.  It was seconded by Todd Bonjo and approved by the body. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier read the attached report.  He also reported that fire 

prevention begins this month, and this coming Thursday a crew is needed for Towamencin Fire 

Company’s open house.  He also reported that Saturday, October 7 is a Harleysville Fire 

Company cover assignment, and the truck leaves at 11:45am.  Next Thursday, October 12 is the 

Skippack Fire Company open house, and a crew may be needed.  Friday, October 13 is a cover 

assignment for Perseverance Fire Company and one more pack qualified firefighter is needed for 

the crew.  The truck leaves at 5:45pm.  He also reported that on Saturday, October 21 a crew is 

needed for the Tylersport Fire Company Hayride cover.  Also Saturday, October 14 is the 

WMGK Bonfire at Spring Mountain and crew will be needed to sell raffle tickets and collect 

donations.  Thomas Burgmeier also reported that fire prevention begins next week with visiting 

New Friends Nursery School on Thursday and Friday morning at 10:00am.  The truck leaves at 

9:15am, and Salford Hills and Tabor Hill will happen the following week.  He reported that 

Class B uniforms are required for all of the events. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that will be one more night for 

training on bus rescue on Thursday, October 19.  Then on October 26, a crew is needed for the 

Schwenksville Halloween Parade. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that the Squad and the Utility have been 

inspected, and the Utility was serviced and had new struts installed.  Apparatus Night is to follow 

the Thursday after the general meeting, in which him and Ryan Priest will not be there.  

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  No report was offered. 

Water Rescue Report:  No report was offered. 

Trustees’ Report:  No report was offered. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Richard Sacks Sr. reported that the application of Nicole Schroeder needs to be 

voted off of probation for general membership. 

Ballots were distributed to the body, and the votes were in favor.  A motion to destroy the ballots 

was made by Harold Alderfer, and it was seconded by Todd Bonjo and approved by the body. 

Radio:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that radios in the Squad and other apparatus need new 

batteries immediately. 

Sunshine:  No report was offered. 



Ways, Means and Help:  Thomas Burgmeier arranged with Moyer Services that they will donate 

$1,000.00 towards purchasing a Green Egg or Webber grill from Ace Hardware for a raffle.  Ace 

Hardware will allow the company to purchase either grill for $650.00 as a below market value 

for the raffle, and the winner of the raffle will have their pick of the prize along with delivery and 

setup from Ace Hardware.  Raffle tickets can be sold at the WMGK Bonfire, Election Day, etc. 

and a winner will be picked at the December general meeting. 

Lane Alderfer also reported that the Margarita’s fundraising night profited $281.00. 

Budget and Finance: Guy Speers reported that they received the 2016 statement from the 

accountant for the committee to review, and an extension was filed to complete the taxes by the 

end of this month. 

Richard Reitz reported that next year’s budget requires future projections from all operating 

committees, so members wishing to edit their budget must reach out to the Budget and Finance 

Committee. He reported that they will report back about the 2017 year budget versus actual to 

build off of. The committee’s plan is to have a budget put in place and approved at the December 

meeting, so it is ready to operate in January 2018.  The Purchasing Policy was distributed in last 

month’s minutes, edited by Terry Mummert and commented on by Richard Reitz. He 

summarized that as a change in normal procedure, the budget holder must propose expenses over 

$299.99 to the Budget and Finance Committee for a recommendation before seeking approval 

from the body. Expenses from $300.00 to $5,000.00 will need two legitimate verbal or written 

quotes for approval, and anything over $5,000.00 will need three formal written quotes. The 

Purchasing Policy also plans to include an approved vender list for repeated purchases or 

services.  Emergency spending must be followed by notifying the President and Treasurer.  The 

Purchasing Policy will be edited to extend to all subordinate or associated organizations of the 

fire company.  It was clarified that under Line 14 on the Purchasing Policy draft that access to 

detailed records of the fire company must be submitted through a written request to the 

President.  If deferred by the President, the request can be transferred to the Trustees. A flow 

chart will be posted for a clear depiction of the purchasing process. 

A motion was made by Thomas Burgmeier to adopt the Purchasing Policy and revise Line 14 to 

clarify record requests, and state the purpose and practice for subordinate organizations of the 

company.  It was seconded by Harold Alderfer and approved by the body. 

Richard Reitz reported that the cell tower public information session went well and thanked the 

body for being there.  He read a drafted paragraph that clarified concerns of the public at the 

meeting, and will post the paragraph on the top of the cell tower page on the website.  He 

reported that he created a statement to speak at the Township Supervisor’s meeting, and read it to 

the body for approval.  This statement will be read at the meeting and will be submitted for 

recording in the Township Meeting minutes.  Lastly, the Zoning Board Authority meeting will be 

on Tuesday, October 12 and a sign will be put on the front board, the Facebook page, Next Door 

Neighbor site, and fire company website.  The PowerPoint presentation will be posted on the 

website from the cell tower information meeting. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 18 members present. 



Banquet:  Debra Gilbert reported that there will be a small potluck banquet held in the hall this 

year.  She also reported that the Trustees can unplug the large freezer in the engine room. 

Insurance:   No report was offered. 

Nominating:  Guy Speers reported that nominations will begin in November.  Anyone who 

wishes to submit a written nomination can do so this month.  Guy Speers also reported that the 

position for president is open, as well as a trustee position.  Next month will be open 

nominations for the floor. 

Folk Festival:  No report was offered. 

Public Events:  Reference the Chief’s Report. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported there are currently no rentals.  He suggested putting a sign on 

the board may increase rentals. 

Bylaws: No report was offered. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported that the printer in the radio room and the fax 

machine are not working. 

Grant: Thomas Burgmeier reported that uniform and radio grants have not been declined, 

however the grants have not been awarded because of the recent natural disasters. 

Uniform:  No report was offered. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported that Manna on Main Street’s address has 

changed to a different location in Lansdale. 

Deferred Business:  None 

New Business:  Harold Alderfer reported that there are four dim emergency flashers on the 

Squad that need replacement.  He made a motion to spend $700.00 on replacement emergency 

lighting for the Squad. It was seconded by Richard Reitz and approved by the body. 

Pearl Luza reported that there is a Budget and Finance Committee email for any questions 

members have about their budget or purchases.  The email will be sent to multiple members of 

the committee for answers. 

Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to spend $680.00 to fund the raffle tickets and purchase a 

Webber grill or Green Egg from Ace Hardware.  It was seconded by Richard Reitz and approved 

by the body. 

Debra Gilbert reported that the plaques on the wall in the hall need to be updated. She made a 

motion to spend up to $299.00 to replace the plaques in the hall.  It was seconded by Christopher 

Alderfer and approved by the body.  Debra Gilbert also received a quote from the Ladies 

Auxiliary to repair and polish the hall floor which will be reviewed. 



Lane Alderfer reported that she has scheduled an American Red Cross blood drive for Monday, 

November 27 from 2:00-7:00pm.   

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Pearl Luza read the attached reports.   

A motion to approve the Financial Secretary’s report was made by Harold Alderfer, seconded by 

Todd Bonjo and approved by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Pearl Luza read the attached reports. 

A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Todd Bonjo, seconded by Robert Kulp 

and approved by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers thanked the body for participating in a busy 

month.  He reminded the company to not park in front of the new through-way between the 

apron and parking lot. 

 

A motion was made at 8:40 pm by Todd Bonjo to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Harold Alderfer and pass0.ed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 


