
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – November 6, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by President Brian Clark at 7:32pm. President Clark asked that members 
remember that this is a business meeting and that it should be treated as such with distractions kept to 
a minimum. 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Jacob Gilbert, seconded by Robert Kulp. 
 
Patricia Goodhart introduced two new members of the Ladies Auxiliary, Sandra Frost-Horvath and Susan 
Reimers. 
 
Chief’s Report: Fire Chief Paul Schneider gave the attached report. He also reported that Telford Vol. 
Fire Co. will no longer be running at Tanker, PECO donated money to the County’s Fire fighter memorial 
and that anyone wishing to renew their subscription to Firehouse magazine should contact him. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Ryan Priest reported that he does not wish to be re-elected for 
another term. He asked operators to be cautious when filling trucks during colder months as spillage will 
freeze on the roads. He also reported that no one had signed up for any Saturday driving lessons and 
that Lori Smith successfully got her CDL. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Richard Reitz reported the training schedule for the month of 
November noting that there will be no training on Thanksgiving. SCBA fit tests, gear checks and 
CPR/First-aid refreshers are all scheduled for January 2014. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Lieutenant Lori reported that the Fire Police have been asked to 
assist the Lower Salford Township Police, State Police and Harleysville Community Fire Company with 
the New Life 5k run to be held on November 30th. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Richard Sacks Sr. announced that three members were due to have with probationary 
status lifted. The Committee recommended that the probationary period be ended for Mac Trout, Abby 
Way and Terry Mummert. After a written ballot all three members were accepted. 
 
Radio: Howard Delzingaro reported that new Apollo pagers have arrived and that Minitor V replacement 
batteries are available as needed. Neil Saunderson recommended renewing the contract for the 
IamResponding software for three years in order to secure a price break. 
 
Sunshine: No report was offered 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Jacob Gilbert reported profits of $1,600 from the Toy Sale. 
 
Budget and Finance: Autumn Hassinger reported a committee meeting in October which has resulted in 
some slight revisions to the 2014 budget proposal. The proposal will be presented at the December 
meeting. In response to the Committee’s request Tricia Dornisch provided and estimate of $10,000 to 
purchase complete Class A uniforms for the company. 
 



Credentials: Neil Saunderson reported 38 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Lane Alderfer reported that she is attempting to organize some joint training with 
the Juniors at Station 89. 
 
Nominating: Richard Sacks reported that Terry Smith had collected nominations from the previous 
month and that nominations from the floor will be taken later in the meeting. 
 
Folk Fest: No report was offered 
 
Public Events: Lane Alderfer reported the success of the Blood Drive. There were 34 successful 
donations with even more attempted donations. She will organize another drive in the spring. Lori Smith 
reported holding 9 fire prevention programs over the course of 7 days for approximately 425 children. 
She attributed the increase this year to Harleysville Community Fire Company’s decision to stop offering 
fire prevention programs. Noting the increased cost of providing handouts to the kids, Lori asked what 
should be done to ensure that we can afford to continue our own program. 

Thomas Burgmeier suggested that Harleysville should help pay for our program if we are serving 
their residents. 
Richard Reitz asked how far outside the township we are going for these programs and where 
we should draw the line. 
Paul Schneider said that he likes the program and thinks it provides great public relations for the 
Company. He recommended that we ask for help (volunteers) and donations from neighboring 
Companies that would like our help. 

Lori Smith thanked the crew for with help with this year’s program and their suggestions for the future. 
 
House: Terry Smith reported a busy month of November and gave the schedule. December is still wide 
open. 

Christopher Imms asked what is currently being done and what can be done in the future to 
prevent unauthorized persons from entering the engine bay during rentals. 

Terry Smith reminded members who are monitoring rentals that it is their responsibility to keep an eye 
on the station. He also said he would prefer a sign on the door to locking it. 
 
By-Laws: No report was offered 
 
Truck Replacement: No report was offered 
 
Information Technology: No report 
 
Grant: Brian Clark reported that the new hi-band radios are to be ordered this week. 
 
Insurance: No report was offered 
 
Banquet: Autumn Hassinger reported that the Bay Pony Inn has been reserved for the banquet. 
 
Uniform: No report was offered 
 
Food Management: No report was offered  
 



Trustees’ Report: No report was offered 
 
Written Communications: None 
 
Deferred Business: Thomas Burgmeier asked that the company reconsider getting rid of the van. If we 
are not going to get rid of it then it should at least be inspected.  

Arlene Cressman commented that we still have uses for the van. 
Jeffery Lesitsky said that the Trustees will have the van looked at by a mechanic and decide what 
should be done. 

Paul Schneider asked that those responsible for organizing Election Day with the County make sure that 
the building is ready and notify appropriate personnel of plans and needs. 
 
New Business: Lori Smith announced that the Township has made changes to its workmen’s 
compensation insurance policy. We are still to use the closest hospital for emergency care but a new list 
of doctors has been provided for follow-up visits. 
 
Robert Kulp made a motion to spend up to $200 for a transit mount for the boat. The motion was 
seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. 
 
Paul Schneider made a motion to spend up to $5,500 for improvements to Traffic 78, including a cap for 
the bed and an LED lighting package. The motion was seconded by Thomas Burgmeier. 

Brian Clark asked if $5,500 was a good price and who would be doing the installation work. 
Robert Kulp asked if the truck will still be used for plowing. 
Richard Sacks Sr. asked if the upgrade as in the budget. 
Brian Clark asked when the work would be completed. 
Robert Kulp asked about continuing to use the truck for non-emergency purposes. 

Thomas Burgmeier is having the cap and lights professionally installed by the dealers. The truck can still 
be used for plowing in the winter. These upgrades were not specifically budgeted for, but there is 
money leftover in the truck/equipment budget for this year.  The work will be completed by January and 
non-emergency use may continue as long as it is done responsibly and proper notifications are made. 
The motion passed. 
 
Thomas Burgmeier asked that we include $15,000 in next year’s budget in case Tanker 78 requires major 
upgrades. The tanks have known issues which can destroy the pumps and the electrical system has 
caused fires on similar trucks. 
 
Paul Schneider made a motion to spend $348 to cover the cost of the 4G airtime card required to run 
the MDT on Squad 78. The motion was seconded by Ryan Priest and passed by the body. 
 
Paul Schneider made a motion to spend $725 to renew the subscription to IamResponding for one year 
as part of a three year contract. The motion was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passes by the 
body. 
 
Paul Schneider explained that the Engine will need to have an MDT and airtime card in January. 
 
Richard Sacks made a motion to open nominations for company officers for 2014. The motion was 
seconded by Jacob Gilbert and passed by the body. 
 



Several members declined nomination for President. 
Richard Sacks accepted Brian Clark’s nomination for Vice President 
Neil Saunderson received the nominating committee’s endorsement for Recording Secretary 
Harry Mosey accepted nomination for Treasurer. 
Terry Smith accepted Jeffery Lesitsky’s nomination for Financial Secretary 
Jeffery Lesitsky received the nominating committee’s endorsement for Trustee 
Several members declined nomination for Fire Chief. 
Harold Alderfer accepted Ryan Priet’s nomination for Chief Engineer. 
Arlene Cressman received the nomination committee’s endorsement for Fire Police Captain 
Richard Sacks made a motion to close nominations with the exception of President and Fire Chief with 
the intention to have candidates for the President and Fire Chief by the December meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Howard Delzingaro. Jacob Gilbert asked for a reading of the current ballot. The motion 
was passed by the body. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Autumn Hassinger gave the attached report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Autumn Hassinger provided the attached report. She also provided the current 
balances in our checking and investment accounts. The report was approved on a motion by Jeffery 
Lesitsky, seconded by Howard Delzingaro. 

Ryan Priest asked that the bill from Gunther’s Generator Service not be paid until he speaks to 
them. 

 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Terry Smith said that a local Cub Scout troop had asked to use the 
meeting room on Wednesday nights. They were turned down because of conflict with our meeting 
night. Paul Schneider asked that the company consider hiring an industry consultant to review our 
operations and make recommendations on how we can improve the Company. 
 
A motion was made at 9:17 pm by Joseph Devine to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


