
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – October 3, 2012 

 
Meeting called to order by Vice President Lori Smith at 7:31pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Joe O’Brien, seconded by Albert Paul. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. Additionally he asked for crew members 
to see Dutch about doing a standby at Station 89 on Sunday and at Red Hill on the 16th. He also 
mentioned that Station 66 is having a Chicken BBQ on the 13th and that it would be nice if we could 
support them as a thank you for lending us their Engine. The Chief announced the passage of HB 179 
which provides stiff penalties for driving around barriers on the roadways. This includes a provision 
allowing fire companies to bill for their services if a rescue is required. Paul thanked the truck committee 
for getting a good deal selling the old Engine. He reminded drivers that the CDL class begins at 6:30pm 
on the 4th and made a motion that the company pay $400 ($2,400) per person to cover the cost of the 
course. The motion was seconded by Rick Sacks and passed by the body. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Assistant Engineer Ryan Priest reported that the Utility had been checked for 
leaks, and that a bill for all work to date on the Special Service truck will be coming soon.  

Jeff Lesitsky mentioned a broken light on the boat trailer and was referred to the Water Rescue 
crew. 

 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Rich Reitz reported that Thursday’s drill will be VRT to prepare 
for Open House. The 18th and 25th are to be determined. A Pump I class is being held in Hiltown on 
Sunday. Anyone interested on attending a PECO class must sign the paperwork tonight. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman reported several upcoming events. 
Fire Police have been requested for  the Ataxia Awareness bike race in Upper Salford on October 7th, the 
Halloween Parade in Schwenksville on October 25th the Halloween Parade in Red Hill on October 21st, 
and the Haunted Hayride in Tylersport on October 18th, 19th, 26th, and 27th.  
 
Trustees’ Report: Robert Kulp reported that the outside door to the basement had been replaced, the 
well cap raised and replaced, and simple light maintenance had been performed. Rick Sacks added that 
a new water test had been performed and the kitchen was fine but the restrooms had failed again. Also 
it was reported that the heater coil in the hot water heater needs to be replaced, as does the water 
softener. 

Paul Schneider asked about the US Gas contract and for an update on the Accident Policy. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Terry Smith reported that email addresses had been collected for all members and that 
everyone should check their inbox to get instructions on how to access Company email. Rick Sacks gave 
the committee’s recommendation that John Dalvet and Chuck Roop be accepted as members. A written 
ballot was cast and the recommendation was accepted by the company. Ballots were destroyed 
following passage of a motion by Jeff Lesitsky, seconded by Howard Delzingaro. Rick asked if the 
company was interested in doing any fundraising or recruiting at the township meetings being held at 
the firehouse. Moderate interest was expressed. Terry Smith expressed the committee’s concern that 



non-members were being issued gear and participating in training exercises. This is considered highly 
inappropriate by the committee. 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported that 3 digital pagers were due to return from repair soon and reminded 
members responding to calls to use the I Am Responding system. It was asked that the committee 
purchase replacement batteries for the digital pagers and create new users in the I Am Responding 
system. 
 
Sunshine: Lori Smith reported that flowers had been sent to Tom and Jen Burgmeier due to the passing 
of Tommy’s grandfather. 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Neil Saunderson reported that $4,850 had been donated for the Utility Truck 
and that a thank you page had been put on the website. Lori Smith reported that flyers for the Used Toy 
Sale had been distributed. Terry Smith asked for help with the Chicken BBQ on Friday the 12 at 6pm and 
Saturday the 13th from 12 to 7pm. He also asked for recommendations regarding how many chickens to 
order (350). 
 
Budget and Finance: No report was offered 
 
Credentials: Terry Smith reported 31 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Howard Delzingazro reported that the planned training had been cancelled and 
offered to come up with something in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Nominating: Rich Hollingsworth distributed nominating ballots. Members were instructed to nominate 
themselves for any positions they wanted and return the ballots to Rich next month. 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported income about $900 down from last year. She reported last year’s 
contribution to the Telford Dive Unit to be $2,026.88. Terry Smith made a motion to give the Telford 
Dive Unit $2,000 for their assistance at Folk Fest this year. The motion was seconded by Dianne Kulp. 
Ryan Priest asked if the Dive was making more money per hour than our members based on hours 
worked. The motion passed with one opposed. Barbara then read a list of improvements to be 
presented to the Township for next year’s festival. 

Rich Reitz asked that the committee reconsider how pricing was discussed in the letter and 
asked who would receive copies. 
Rick Sacks asked if the company wanted to the township to push for a permanent pavilion on 
the festival grounds to replace our tent. A show of hands was in favor of a pavilion. 
Rich Reitz asked for a clarification the status of the Ladies Auxiliary.  

 
Public Events: Brandon Rittenhouse announced that the Demonstration at the open house on October 
11th will be a joint vehicle rescue with Station 89. Open house will be from 6-8:30pm. PSP and Rep. 
Marcy Toepel may attend. Telford Dive Unit will be there, food will be provided. Members should wear 
jeans and fire company tee shirts. Paul Schneider made a motion to spend up to $200 on food for the 
Open House. The motion was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. Lori Smith 
reported having some schools come to the station and a few trips planned to the schools. She requested 
help during the day to make the visits more engaging and would like any volunteers to come in uniform. 
She also mentioned that Bark Avenue had requested a truck for their 5th anniversary celebration. 
 



House: Rick Sacks reported rentals on the 20th and 27th of October. 
 
By-Laws: No report was offered. 
 
Truck Replacement: Paul Schneider reported that the committee attended a pre-construction meeting 
with KME in September. It was discovered that at this meeting that KME had drawn up plans to build our 
new Engine based on a “Challenger” body style which the committee had not approved. They spent 
most of the rest of that day correcting the specs and working out the details required for our custom 
truck. The changes made at that meeting resulted in a very different truck being approved than had 
been proposed by KME. While the adjustments will mean building a more expensive truck, since the 
proposed plans did not meet our original requirements, the actual cost of the truck will not go up. 
Several oversights were corrected, some giving us a credit, others costing money. The total difference 
ended up being about $1,836 in added costs. Also at some point $600 will need to be spent to buy a 
high-band radio and antenna which KME will install for free. 
 
Information Technology: Neil Saunderson asked that officers and committee chair people provide dates 
for and information to be put on the website calendar. He also reminded people to check their email 
and prepare to receive company related emails in their company email accounts. 
 
Grant: No report was offered 
 
Insurance: No Report was offered 
 
Banquet: No report was offered 
 
Uniform: No report was offered 
 
Food Management: No Report was offered 
 
Written Communications: Lori Smith asked if any other members had received a Help Letter from 
Harleysville Community Fire Company.  It was suggested that a letter be sent to the President of 
Harleysville Community Fire Company asking that this problem be fixed. Bill James mentioned that we 
may need to provide a list of incorrect addresses to the company responsible for mailing the letters. 
 
Deferred Business: None 
 
New Business: Brandon Rittenhouse reminded the crew that they will be cutting up donated cars at the 
next two practices. He also asked that crew members be careful replacing air packs on the Utility Truck 
as hoses and belts have been getting pinched making them hard to remove. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Terry Smith provided the attached report. Jeff Lesitsky made a motion to 
accept the report, seconded by Rich Hollingsworth. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Terry Smith provided the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay 
the bills was made by Bob Kulp, seconded by Autum Hassinger and passed by the body.  
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Barbara Gormley thanked those who came out to help at the Penny 
Auction. The Ladies Auxiliary raised $3,700 at the event. 



 
A motion was made at 8:56pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 
by Jeff Lesitsky and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


