
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – November 7, 2012 

 
Meeting called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:31pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Paul Schneider, seconded by Howard Delzingaro. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. The Chief added that there will be a beef 
and beer on Sunday at station 76. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Brian Clark reported that Special Service 78 will be going in for 
inspection this month. He also reported that generator batteries had been replaced before the storm 
and that the pumps on the Squad and Tanker will need to be recertified by Thanksgiving. The engineers 
have been working on cleaning out the Engineer’s room and will need to consult with the trustees on 
what can be disposed of and how. Additionally Brian suggested that the company may be able to sell 
some spare small rescue tools to Pennsburg Fire Company and use the profits to purchase a roof 
ventilation saw. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Rich Reitz reported that the CDL class is ongoing. He also 
thanked Ricky Sacks, Howard Delzingaro and Ryan Priest for taking care of several trainings. Lt. 78 will be 
organizing Thursday’s training at the Saylor Property and fire police will be needed. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman thanked the fire police who attended 
the many functions in October.  
 
Trustees’ Report: Head Trustee Chris Alderfer reported that the hot water heater needs work and that a 
quote had been provided by RCR plumbing for $580. The water softener was also checked but no quote 
was provided. Chris Alderfer made a motion to spend up to $580 to repair the hot water heater. The 
motion was seconded by Bill James and passed by the body. Brian Clark requested that the Trustees fix 
the problem with the water in the Engineer’s room. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Terry Smith reported the receipt of three membership applications. First Brendan Devlin, 
is a Fire Fighter from Barron Hill who recently moved into the township. Second Samantha Schneider, 
daughter of Paul Schneider is requesting consideration as a support member. Third, Austin Yoder of 
Waxoll is applying to be a junior fire fighter.  Recommendations will be made at the December meeting. 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported that replacement batteries for digital pagers had been ordered. There 
has been no update on the county radio upgrade. 
 
Sunshine: Bob Kulp thanked the Company. 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Jake Gilbert reported profits of about $1,900 from the Used Toy Sale and 
thanked the volunteers for their efforts. Terry Smith added that the remaining toys will be donated to 
Hurricane Sandy relief efforts. He also reported an estimated income of $1,800 for the Chicken BBQ. 
 



Budget and Finance: Paul Maurer reported have received very few budgets from committees. He 
reminded chairpersons to collect the budget forms. He also reported active work of securing the PEMA 
loan for the new Engine. 
 Paul Schneider asked for a complete list of budget categories. 
 
Credentials: Paul Maurer reported 37 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Howard Delzingaro reported a meeting scheduled for November 17th at noon. 
 
Nominating: Rich Hollingsworth collected nomination forms and conducted nominations from the floor. 
See attached ballot form. 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported having a discussion with Kevin O’Donnell, Township Supervisor, 
about shutting off the power and water at the folk festival site by the end of next week. Mr. O’Donnell 
will see to it that the remaining Folk Festival personnel are warned about the shut off. She asked Paul 
Schneider to see about securing the electric on site. Additionally, the Telford Diving Unit thanked the 
company for its donation. She also mentioned that the meeting between the Folk Song Society and the 
Township supervisors had been postponed due to the weather. 
 
Public Events: Brandon Rittenhouse announced that the Demonstration at the open house on October 
11th will be a joint vehicle rescue with Station 89. Open house will be from 6-8:30pm. PSP and Rep. 
Marcy Toepel may attend. Telford Dive Unit will be there, food will be provided. Members should wear 
jeans and fire company tee shirts. Paul Schneider made a motion to spend up to $200 on food for the 
Open House. The motion was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. Lori Smith 
reported having some schools come to the station and a few trips planned to the schools. She requested 
help during the day to make the visits more engaging and would like any volunteers to come in uniform. 
She also mentioned that Bark Avenue had requested a truck for their 5th anniversary celebration. 
 
House: Rick Sacks reported rentals on the 20th and 27th of October. 
 
By-Laws: No report was offered. 
 
Truck Replacement: Paul Schneider reported that the committee attended a pre-construction meeting 
with KME in September. It was discovered that at this meeting that KME had drawn up plans to build our 
new Engine based on a “Challenger” body style which the committee had not approved. They spent 
most of the rest of that day correcting the specs and working out the details required for our custom 
truck. The changes made at that meeting resulted in a very different truck being approved than had 
been proposed by KME. While the adjustments will mean building a more expensive truck, since the 
proposed plans did not meet our original requirements, the actual cost of the truck will not go up. 
Several oversights were corrected, some giving us a credit, others costing money. The total difference 
ended up being about $1,836 in added costs. Also at some point $600 will need to be spent to buy a 
high-band radio and antenna which KME will install for free. 
 
Information Technology: Neil Saunderson asked that officers and committee chair people provide dates 
for and information to be put on the website calendar. He also reminded people to check their email 
and prepare to receive company related emails in their company email accounts. 
 
Grant: No report was offered 



 
Insurance: No Report was offered 
 
Banquet: No report was offered 
 
Uniform: No report was offered 
 
Food Management: No Report was offered 
 
Written Communications: Lori Smith asked if any other members had received a Help Letter from 
Harleysville Community Fire Company.  It was suggested that a letter be sent to the President of 
Harleysville Community Fire Company asking that this problem be fixed. Bill James mentioned that we 
may need to provide a list of incorrect addresses to the company responsible for mailing the letters. 
 
Deferred Business: None 
 
New Business: Brandon Rittenhouse reminded the crew that they will be cutting up donated cars at the 
next two practices. He also asked that crew members be careful replacing air packs on the Utility Truck 
as hoses and belts have been getting pinched making them hard to remove. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Terry Smith provided the attached report. Jeff Lesitsky made a motion to 
accept the report, seconded by Rich Hollingsworth. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Terry Smith provided the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay 
the bills was made by Bob Kulp, seconded by Autum Hassinger and passed by the body.  
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Barbara Gormley thanked those who came out to help at the Penny 
Auction. The Ladies Auxiliary raised $3,700 at the event. 
 
A motion was made at 8:56pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 
by Jeff Lesitsky and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


