
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – March 7, 2012 

 
Meeting Called to Order by President Guy Speers at 7:31pm 
 
President Speers opened the meeting by introducing State Representative Marcy Topel, who spoke with 
company officers before the meeting. Rep Topel thanked the membership for their service to the 
community and offered her services to the membership. 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Terry Smith, seconded by Howard Delzingaro. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. He announced the recent purchase of a 
new Utility truck from the Red Hill Fire Company for $30,000. He expressed his confidence in the 
decision to purchase a used truck rather than spend twice the amount on a new truck. The chief also 
congratulated the company on a good save at the last structure fire, which was called in by our own 
Chris Alderfer. Additionally new accountability tags will be issued soon. The old tag stamp machine will 
be sold to help pay for the tags. The membership committee will assist new members with getting tags. 
Attention was called to the training board in the engine room. It contains schedules and signup sheets. 
The chief stressed the importance of checking air packs before placing them back in service, including 
the use of the sign-in/out sheets. There were two incidents at the structure fire involving pack faults. 
Lastly, the chief read the third SOG, relating to drivers and operators. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Brian Clark reported that the new truck was being overhauled 
by a dedicated group of volunteers. He also provided a summary of funds spent on the truck including 
$4500 for new lighting and radios. A new driver’s seat and additions to the cascade system are in 
process and Terry Smith is providing the new lettering.  One light tower was removed to make space for 
rescue tools and the second tower may be replaced. He estimated one month until the truck could be 
put in service. Total spent to date $6720 and good progress made. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Tom Burgmeier asked members to signup promptly for upcoming training. If 
not enough people sign up for the March 8th session it will be cancelled. Paul Schneider reminded the 
membership of training event with Harleysville Fire Co on March 13th and asked for a list of interested 
members. Guy Speers mentioned and upcoming Firefighter II Challenge with Harleysville Fire Co. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: No Report 
 
Trustees’ Report: Bob Kulp reported that the combination lock on the door to the Hall had been fixed 
but that it was recommended that the lock be removed since it disables the panic bar. He also reported 
that lock on the office door had been fixed. Bob is still giving out keys to the station if any member has 
not yet received a new key. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Terry Smith reported that the committee met on February 29th and would continue to try 
to hold a committee meeting on the last Monday of each month. He announced a main focus for the 
year was getting Hepatitis B shots for all interested members. While the committee is still shopping 
around the first quote received was for $258 per person from Tri-Valley. Also the committee discovered 



that Junior Members must submit one set of working papers between ages 14 and 15 years and a 
different set between ages 16 and 17 years. 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported that new batteries for the portable radios were installed in the trucks 
and were available to members with radios. He also noted that quotes were coming in for new mobile 
high-band radios. 
 
Sunshine: No Report 
 
Ways, Means and Help: President Guy Speers announced a vacancy on the committee. If any member 
would like to chair the committee please contact the President. 
 
Budget: Guy Speers reported that work continues with the township and on grant writing. 
 
Credentials: Trisha Dornisch reported 30 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Jeremy Allen reported that the Juniors would be attending a training course this 
month. 
 
Nominating: No Report 
 
Information Technology: Guy Speers reported that he would soon have to change the software used to 
backup the company’s computes. Guy made a motion to spend $70 per year for the new software. The 
motion was seconded by Paul Schneider and passed by the body. Guy also announced that soon every 
member will be issued a company email address. Next Guy Speers made a motion to spend $1650 to 
update the Firehouse Software package to the latest version. The motion was seconded by Paul 
Schneider and passed by the body. Guy Speers then made a motion to spend $395 for a class to teach 
members how to use the Firehouse Software. The motion was seconded by Paul Schneider  and passed 
by the body. Lastly, by request of the Chief, Guy agreed to have the decoding box for county messages 
mounted on the wall. The trustees will mount an antenna outside the radio room for improved 
reception. 
 
Banquet: No Report 
 
Folk Fest: Barb Gormley announced an April meeting (no date yet) and the committee’s desire to aquire 
a pole barn and new trailer for this year’s folk fest. Festival dates for 2012 are August 17-19. Barb 
requested that members not schedule vacations during those dates. Paul Schneider asked the 
committee to try to resolve any issues with the township or festival management as early in the year as 
possible. 
 
Public Events: Barb Gormley reminded the members that there will be a Penny Auction on March 17th. 
Since the Juniors will be at a training class that day she requested other members help to set up the 
station for the event between Thursday and Saturday.  
 
Truck Replacement: Brian Clark reported that the Utility truck had taken a lot of the committee’s time, 
but was finally here. There will be committee meeting in the near future to discuss the Engine 
replacement. There will be a manufacturer visit on April 9th. Guy Speers offered to help with the title and 
registration of the new Utility truck. 



 
By-Laws: Neil Saunderson reported that he was seeking the assistance of a lawyer to review recent 
changes before proceeding with additional changes. Having contacted Mr. Angst but not yet receiving a 
reply he recommended asking Rep. Topel for suggestions. Neil also mentioned that the committee was 
considering a revision the current definition of “vicinity” in the bylaw. One proposed change would 
include expanding the range to 10 miles with an SOG to govern who may be a respond to emergency 
calls. 
 
House: Rick Sacks Sr. reported 1 hall rental on March 24th as well as asking members to be mindful of the 
Penny Auction on the 17th. He also reported 3 rentals for the month of April including one by John Smith 
on the 15th. This rental may include a breakfast fundraiser to benefit the company. Rick asked that all 
members police the hall after use and keep it nice for the next use.  A letter from the committee on the 
issue of free hall rentals for members is attached. A discussion followed the reading of this letter and the 
company reached a consensus that the member’s fee should remain the same. 
Barb Gormley asked that the Ladies Auxiliary be informed of house committee meetings so that they can 
send a representative. She also mentioned that Al Gouldy cleaned the stoves and ovens in the kitchen 
for free. 
 
Food Management: No Report 
 
Uniform: No Report 
 
Grant: No Report 
 
Written Communications: None 
 
Deferred Business: 
Paul Schneider announced that work would resume on building a storage room for water rescue 
equipment. $2,000 had been previously allocated for the project. He set a tentative completion date for 
the end of March. 
 
New Business: Brandon Rittenhouse reminded members that air pack sheets must be filled out by the 
person who used that pack so that the pack can be returned to service. It was stressed that the person 
who sat in the pack seat is responsible for that pack, even if someone else prepares it for return to 
service. Brandon asked members to note an air fill sheet next to the cascade and requests that anyone 
filling tanks fill out a sheet. He also requested that members print their names legibly on the paperwork. 
Howard Delzingaro encouraged any member who may be unsure of how to return a pack to service or 
fill an air bottle ask for help. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Trisha Dornisch provided the attached report. Joe O’Brien made a motion 
to accept the report, seconded by Ryan Priest. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Trisha Dornisch provided the attached report. A motion to accept the report and 
pay the bills was made by Joe Devine, seconded by Mark Counterman and passed by the body. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers requested that whoever took the BBQ pit apart please 
put it back together. He asked that members not build fire pits on the grass. 
 



A motion was made at 8:40pm by Joe Devine to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Joe 
O’Brien and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


