
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – June 6, 2012 

 
Meeting called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:30pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Kathy Burgmeier, seconded by Rich Reitz. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. He also went over upcoming training 
including a note that there will be no training on Thursday July 5th due to the holiday.  The company was 
informed that Utility 78 had been placed in-service but that the light tower was still not in place. The 
Chief invited anyone interested in being qualified on the new Utility truck to contact an officer. It was 
announced that the specs for a new engine were 95% complete and that an open truck committee 
meeting will be held once a vendor is selected. Paul Maurer and Guy Speers are still working on the 
finance aspect of the purchase. Chief Schneider also reported that the county Emergency Operations 
Center had informed local emergency service providers that, due to a county wide system upgrade, new 
radios will be required in 2014. The approximate cost at this time is from $150,000 to $200,000. The last 
note was that the pickup truck formerly referred to as Utility 78 had been re-classified as Special Service 
78 and that the van formerly referred to as Special Service 78 was not currently registered with the 
county. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Brian Clark reported Tanker 78 was back from inspection and 
service. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Rich Reitz reviewed the schedule laid out by the Chief and asked anyone 
interested in an upcoming HazMat Ops course to contact him as soon as possible. Rich also asked 
members who have Pro Board certs not on file to provide Ricky Sacks with their name and the last 4 
digits of their social security number to that the certs can be retrieved from the Pro Board website. 
Lastly he mentioned that he was open to suggestions for training opportunities.  
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman thanked those fire police to assisted at 
the 2nd annual Pink Day at Daniel’s Law and Garden. 
 
Trustees’ Report: Chris Alderfer had no report. Barb Gormley mentioned that the ice machine would be 
picked up in the near future for service. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Rick Sacks reviewed the applications of two persons proposed for membership at the May 
meeting and recommended them both for membership. One a vote by written ballot Christopher Imms 
and Lauren Schultz were accepted as probationary members. Wendy Speers made a motion to have the 
ballots destroyed. The motion was seconded by Ricky Sacks and approved by the body. Rick Sacks 
proceeded to read applications from the following individuals seeking membership: Ash Kernen (as 
Company Member), Craig Eisenhard (as Firefighter/ Fire Police), Brian Timins (as Firefighter), John Smith 
(as Company Member), Ron Cessna (as Fire Police), Harlod Alderfer (as Firefighter).  He asked that the 
company make an effort to get to know these people during the next month in order to see if they 
would make good members. Terry Smith welcomed back Bryan Carney and congratulated Wendy Speers 
and Colleen Reitz on successfully completing their probationary periods. 
 



Radio: Neil Saunderson expanded on Paul Schneider’s comments about the forth-coming county radio 
upgrade. He answered questions related to the necessity of the upgrade, possible financing, and the 
impact on existing equipment.  
 
Sunshine: Tricia Dornisch thanked the company for sending flowers while she was sick. Also Guy Speers 
mentioned that Paul Maurer had been in an automobile accident recently and was still feeling the 
effects of a concussion.  
 
Ways, Means and Help: Tricia Dornisch reported that Help Letter returns are still coming in and that 
there does seem to be a boost in donations earmarked for the new Utility Truck (about $12,000 total, so 
far).  Joe Devine reminded everyone that help is needed on Saturday for the Chicken BBQ any time after 
noon.  Rick Sacks said that he was working on getting some thermometer signs for a campaign to raise 
funds for a new Engine. Rachel Dornisch announced that the car wash planned for June 30th will take 
place from 10am to 2pm at the Shelly Square Shopping Center, with a rain date of July 7th. She is putting 
up signs and flyers around town and a sign-up sheet in the engine room for people coming to help. 
 
Budget: Guy Speers reported that he was working with the township to help pay for a new Engine. He 
also reported that a 2011 Financial Statement would be delivered next month by the accountant.  
 
Credentials: Terry Smith reported 43 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: No Report 
 
Nominating: No Report 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported a June 12th meeting with the Folk Song Society at the township 
supervisors meeting. She planned to ask questions related to food, parking etc. Also, there will be a 
committee meeting on June 13th at 7pm at the firehouse. If anyone has additional questions for the Folk 
Song Society please give them to Terry Smith or Barb Gormley.  

Guy Speers asked if there had been any progress toward building a pole barn on our sight. Barb 
explained that the committee was leaning toward a pavilion instead, and that it would be 
brought up at the meeting on the 12th. 

 
Public Events: Barbara Gormley announced the Easter Egg Hunt on Sat April 7th at noon and asked for 
help from the Fire Police and firefighters. She also asked that the company coordinate their activities 
better so that we do not end up doing construction on the same day the public is invited for an egg 
hunt. 
 
House: Rick Sacks reported having received a request from John Smith asking for the use of the field and 
parking lot for a Celtic Fest in September. The plan is to attempt an annual festival using the fire 
company and adjoining township land to replace the festival formerly held at Green Lane Park.  Mr. 
Smith also asked if the Company would be interested in being a food vendor during the event.  

Bob Kulp asked if they wanted to use our water and/or restrooms and advised against that. Rick 
said they would probably arrange for temporary toilets and water.  
Bob Kulp also asked if the group had any experience with this sort of thing. Rick said that they 
had staged festivals successfully in the past and hoped for decent turnout. He also mentioned 
that the group would insure the event. 



Barbara Gormley stated that the planned date should not be allowed to conflict with any 
Company events. 
Chris Alderfer asked when/how long the festival would be. Rick said all he knew is that they 
were planning for a weekend in September. 
Neil Saunderson asked how the fee would be structured. Rick said that groups had rented the 
field in the past and that it would probably look like a regular hall rental, since there could be no 
regular rentals during that period.  
Chris Alderfer asked if we might be entitled to part of an admission or parking fee. Rick said a 
rental agreement was more likely. 

Rick Sacks said he would tell Mr. Smith that the company is open to the idea and ask for a written 
proposal as a way to begin negotiations.  
 
By-Laws: Neil Saunderson read the proposed by-law changes from the May meeting. Terry Smith made a 
motion to approve the changes, seconded by Wendy Speers. Neil then answered questions pertaining to 
probationary, auxiliary and life members. President Guy Speers called the question and the motion 
carried.  
 
Truck Replacement: No Report 
 
Information Technology: Guy Speers reported that the committee was not pursuing new Firehouse 
Software at this time. More research is being done on competing programs.  
 
Grant: Rich Reitz reported that the 2012 AFG grant is now open and that a proposal needs to be 
completed quickly. 
 
Banquet: Wendy Speers reported that plans are moving along for the picnic. She asked that members 
wishing to attend see her to sign up if they did not reply to the latest email. She added that the main 
course (burgers and hotdogs, etc.) would be provided along with beverages and asked that members 
bring sides and dessert. Help is needed for setup and takedown before and after. 

Dianne Kulp asked where the budget for this event came from. Wendy explained that $1000 to 
$2000 of the banquet budget was to be spent on the picnic with the remainder added to next 
year’s banquet budget for a really nice banquet in early 2013. 

 
Uniform: No Report 
 
Food Management: No Report 
 
Written Communications: None 
 
Deferred Business: Rick Sacks asked the company if there was a preference on rental versus a fee for 
the Celtic Festival. It was recommended that he wait for the Mr. Smith’s proposal. Lori Smith mentioned 
that Santa’s beard had been purchased. 
 
New Business: Terry Smith reminded the body that two previously proposed members were now 
eligible for membership due to the by-law change and reintroduced Ashley Feigenbutz and Pat 
Schneider. 
 



Financial Secretary’s Report: Tricia Dornisch provided the attached report. Lori Smith made a motion to 
accept the report, seconded by Wendy Speers. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Tricia Dornisch provided the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay 
the bills was made by Lori Smith, seconded by Bob Kulp and passed by the body. Tricia also reported 
that we got fuel for a very good price. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers reminded company officers that the parking restrictions 
need to be enforced at the firehouse. 
 
A motion was made at 8:38pm by Rick Sacks Jr. to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


