
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – January  4, 2012 

 
Company President Guy Speers called the meeting to order at 7:30pm, followed by the pledge of 
allegiance. The minutes were approved on a motion by Samantha Ryer, seconded by Mark Counterman. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. He thanked the Company for last year and 
listed several accomplishments. He appointed his Fire Officers for 2012: Deputy Chief Tom Burgmeier, 
Assistant Chief Rich Reitz, Battalion Chief Rick Sacks, Jr. Captain Brandon Rittenhouse, and Lieutenant 
Mark Counterman. The Chief announced that the Point system was now in effect, that facial hair was 
not permitted with SCBA, and reminded drivers to turn in CDL medical cards and EVOC certificates. He 
removed Brad Evans from active fire crew and read the first section of the company’s SOGs. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Brian Clark asked all drivers to provide a copy of their driver’s 
license and CDL medical cards. He announced a plan to complete driver recertification by April 1st and 
have all new drivers up to standard by that time. Hose and nozzle replacements are pending. “Engineer’s 
Night” will be renamed “Apparatus Night”; all are welcome and there is plenty to do. Return to Service 
sheets are mandatory for every truck after each call. Drivers are responsible for completing the sheets. 
Assistant Engineers for 2012 will be Bob Kulp and Rick Sacks. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Rich Reitz announced several upcoming training dates. He 
recommended that everyone provide an email address to be notified of the training schedule as well as 
updates. The training schedule is also posted on the company’s website. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman thanked the Fire Police for their help 
with the Santa Run on Dec. 17. She appointed her Officers for 2012: Fire Police Lieutenant Lori Smith, 
Fire Police Sargent J.C. Kolb.  
 
Committee Reports: 
Membership: Samantha Ryer distributed and asked all members to fill out and return a medical 
statement. She proposed Steven Henderson for membership. The committee recommended that Brad 
Evans be removed from the company. The committee recommended that Lance Clemmer be removed 
from the company. The committee recommended the Lane Alderfer be accepted as a Company 
Member. After discussion the membership voted on all three recommendations by written ballot. Brad 
Evans was removed by a vote of 22-0. Lance Clemmer was removed by a vote of 21-1 and Lane Alderfer 
was accepted by a vote of 22-0. Samantha Ryer made a motion to destroy the ballots. Motion was 
seconded by Brian Clark and passed. 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported several broken pagers and asked members to be careful and report any 
problems. A replacement radio battery charger has been ordered but not yet arrived. He mentioned a 
desire to spend Relief money on some replacement radio batteries. 
 
Sunshine: Trisha Dornisch reported that a funeral was planned for former member Bob McCullough. Lori 
Smith asked what the company should do. Tom Burgmeier made a motion that the company send 
flowers to the family’s home but no donation. The motion was seconded by Justin Kulp and passed. 
 



Ways, Means and Help Letter: Trisha Dornisch reported a total of $1,290.00 for 2011 and that it was 
more than the total for 2010. 
 
Budget: Paul Maurer requested that any outstanding committee budgets be turned in as soon as 
possible. He also reported that the committee was continuing to work with the township to organize an 
audit. 
 
Credentials: Paul Maurer reported 37 members present. 
 
Banquet: Samantha Ryer declared the banquet was a success. Paul Schneider reported that the 
Firehouse Magazine subscriptions would go out shortly. 
 
Insurance: No Report 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Report next month. 
 
Nominating: No Report 
 
Folk Fest: Barbra Gormley said she had not heard of any plans to cancel the Folk Fest. 
 
Fire Prevention: No Report 
 
Santa Claus: Santa said thank you. Terry Smith noted that the donated food was delivered to Jerusalem 
Lutheran Church in Schwenksville. 
 
House Committee: Kathy Sacks announced two hall rentals in January. 
 
By-Laws: Paul Schneider proposed several amendments to the by-laws and constitution (see attached). 
These include adding a Water Rescue Captain and second Fire Police Lieutenant positions as well as 
changing the number of days to have new changes posted from 30 to 28. A motion was made by Justin 
Kulp to reschedule the February Company meeting to Feb. 8, 2012 so that the proposed changes could 
be voted on. Brian Clark seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Truck Replacement: Brian Clark reported trying to schedule an E-One demo truck in the near future. 
 
Information Technology: Guy Speers admitted that the website was down for a day, but was happy to 
report that it was up and running again. He also mentioned that the new phone system was in place. 
Anyone desiring website access was encouraged to let a committee member know. 
 
Grant: Brian Clark announced that the Mortgage grant had been approved, but for an unknown amount. 
Also the FEMA grant applications had all been submitted. No estimate was available for notification. 
 
Uniform: No Report 
 
Food Management: No Report 
 
Trustees’ Report: Bob Kulp reported that the stone in the parking lot will be moved, that a lock will be 
placed on the fuel pump switch, the roof over the tank is complete, and a splash guard will be found for 



the pump nozzle. Rich Reitz had not yet received a response from PECO about the billing for the solar 
panels. Bob announced a $50,000 anonymous donation. He relayed that $20,000 was set aside by the 
donor for the purchase of a new Utility truck and $30,000 for the purchase of water rescue equipment.  
Bob Kulp made a motion that the unused grates from the apron be donated to the township. Justin Kulp 
seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Written Communications: A letter was received from Arlene Cressman thanking the company for the 
flowers while she was in the hospital. 
 
New Business:  
-Guy Speers reminded the membership that dues were due to the Financial Secretary and could be paid 
after the meeting. 
 -Barbra Gormley gave the dates for the Ladies Auxiliary’s 2012 functions (Penny auction March 17 @ 
7pm, Easter Egg Hunt April 7, Penny Auction September 15 @ 7pm).  
-Justin Kulp entertained a discussion on the formation of the Spring Mount Swift Water Rescue Team 
and how the $50,000 donation would be handled. A consensus was reached to put the $20,000 for the 
Utility truck with the $7,000 already allocated for that purpose into a separate account (to be 
determined by the treasurer). Justin Kulp made a motion to spend the $30,000 donation on water 
rescue equipment from a FEMA list, all of which will be thoroughly researched and approved by the 
Chief Officers. The motion was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and the motion carried. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Paul Maurer read the attached report. Rick Sacks made a motion to accept 
the report, seconded by Samantha Ryer. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Trisha Dornisch read the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay the 
bills was made by Howard Delzingaro , seconded by Samantha Ryer and passed by the body. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers reported a lost camera and asked for any information, 
also that a new voicemail system was in place. He thanked past President Chuck Dornisch for his service 
and suggested that recruiting efforts be maintained. He mentioned plans to organize the committees for 
2012 and set clear goals for them. A meeting with the township was mentioned with a possible date of 
January 9th. Kathy Sacks asked for clarification of the decision regarding free hall rentals for members. 
 
A motion was made at 8:50pm by Jeff Lesitsky to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Justin Kulp and passed by the body. 
 


