
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – February 8, 2012 

 
Meeting Called to Order by President Guy Speers at 7:32pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Rich Reitz, seconded by Bob Kulp. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. He announced the rejection of the 
Company’s latest AFG application for replacement of Engine 78 and that we are 70% finished pricing out 
the new Utility truck. Paul noted that American LaFrance had been contacted to discuss plans to replace 
Engine 78. He thanked the Company for attending the Super Bowl tailgate party at the station and 
mentioned plans to ask for money to install lights, siren and radio in Asst. Chief Reitz personal vehicle 
and lights and a siren in Batt. Chief Sacks personal vehicle. Chief Schneider then made a motion to 
donate $200 to the YMCA to thank them for allowing use of their pool. The motion was seconded by 
Rick Sacks Sr. and approved by the body. Chief Schneider made another motion to spend up to $50 on 
decals from the Josh’s Angels Foundation. The motion was seconded by Jeff Lesitsky and passed by the 
body. The Chief reminded drivers to provide their credentials and juniors to turn in their report cards. 
The chief ended his report by reading the second SOG. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Brian Clark submitted the attached report. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Rich Reitz announced several upcoming training dates 
including First Aid and CPR which will be open to the public. He revealed the training board in the engine 
room and reminded everyone to turn in copies of all certifications and certificates to Batt. Chief Sacks. 
Also a Fire Police class is to be held at Station 89 March 17 and 18. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman requested that interested parties sign 
up for classes being offered by PECO. Classes will be held at Pottstown Middle School Saturday, February 
25.  
 
Trustees’ Report: Chris Alderfer reported that the trustees had met in January to develop a project list 
for the upcoming year. A few of the near term projects include new locks for the station doors ($800), 
fixing outdoor lights and looking into options for parking lot lights, fixing the outside railing, repairing 
and waterproofing the some walls, research fencing for the practice cars by the pole bar. Chris also 
announced that the roof over the fuel tank was completed for at total of only $383. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Committee members were appointed by President Guy Speers (see list attached). The President created 
a Public Events Committee to manage the Santa Run, open house, Easter egg hunt, and parades as well 
as any other events involving the public. 
 
Membership: Rick Sacks Sr. mentioned that a New Jersey resident was interested in membership but 
that no action could be taken pending a review of the By-laws. He announced that the committee was 
recommending Steven Henderson for membership and conducted the election process. Steve was voted 
in unanimously and welcomed by the Chief and rest of the Company.  
 



Radio: Neil Saunderson reported on the test performed on the portable radio batteries and 
recommended that they all be replaced as soon as possible. He presented bids from 2 dealers and 
expressed his intention to ask for money from the relief association to purchase those batteries. Also 
the replacement battery charger arrived and several broken pagers/chargers were repaired. 
 
Sunshine: Trisha Dornisch reported that flowers had been sent to Len Russell. Also that thank you notes 
had been received from Doris McCullough and the Smith family. 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Trisha Dornisch reported a lack of donations made through PayPal. 
 
Budget: Paul Maurer informed new committee chairs of their responsibility to budget for their 
committee and supply a written budget as soon as possible. 
 
Credentials: Paul Maurer reported 26 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Jeremy Allen reported that there will be several training dates for Juniors over the 
next two months. 
 
Nominating: No Report 
 
Information Technology: Guy Speers reported that the Company would soon be using Google Apps as 
well as Gmail. This will require all members to get a company email address to participate. Guy said he 
will replace the system by which the station receives transmission from the county. 
 
Banquet: No Report 
 
Folk Fest: No Report 
 
Public Events: Asst. Chief Reitz reminded the Company that members of the public would be attending 
the next two Thursday night practices. 
 
Truck Replacement: Paul Schneider reported that the committee plans to proceed with truck 
replacement despite not getting a grant. 
 
By-Laws: Neil Saunderson read last month’s proposed changes and President Speers entertained 
motions for passage. The Constitution change was motioned by Rich Reitz, seconded by Bob Kulp and 
passed by the body. The By-law change concerning amendments to the By-laws was motioned by 
Howard Delzingaro, seconded by Rich Reitz, and passed by the body. The By-law change creating a 
Water Rescue Captain was motioned by Rich Reitz, seconded by Paul Schneider, and passed by the body. 
The change creating a second Fire Police lieutenant was motioned by Rich Reitz, seconded by Lori Smith, 
and passed by the body. 
 
House: Rick Sacks Sr. announced two upcoming hall rentals and that the committee had requested that 
the Trustees look into fixing and cleaning the floor in the hall. 
 
Food Management: No Report 
 
Uniform: No Report 



 
Grant: Paul Maurer reported that applications were now being accepted for S.A.F.E.R. grants and that 
the committee would like to engage the services of Firehouse Grants to write a grant application for the 
Company. He estimated the cost at $2,500 but felt that it could be well worth the investment due to the 
writer’s past success rate. Paul Maurer then made a motion to send up to $3,000 to hire Firehouse 
Grants. The motion was seconded by Paul Schneider. Neil Saunderson questioned the fee structure and 
Chris Alderfer asked for an estimate of the award. The motion was passed by the body. 
 
Written: Recording Secretary Neil Saunderson read an announcement for an upcoming flea market. A 
flyer will be posted. He also read a request for a patch from collector.  
 
Deferred Business: 
Bob Kulp made a motion to hire K & J Doors to fix the broken doors and locks at the station at a cost of 
not more than $800. The motion was seconded by Rich Reitz and passed by the body.  
Rich Reitz gave an update on the solar panel billing situation. He concluded that PECO has been crediting 
us for our generated energy and that a new billing system will soon make those credits easier to 
identify. The next phase of his investigation will be into the Green Energy Credits. 
Rich Reitz also mentioned that new 4-gas meters had been installed on the Squad and Engine and that 
training on their proper use would be forthcoming. 
Guy Speers announced the installation of a new first-in bag on the Squad. 
There has been no progress on building a new storage room. 
 
New Business: Tom Burgmeier asked that someone try to refill the soda machine in the engine room 
and dispose of the expired product. Bob Kulp offered to look into the situation.  
Paul Schneider requested that all incoming packages remain unopened and be placed on the table by 
the Engineer’s Room until the responsible party in able to receive them properly. 
Brandon Rittenhouse explained the air pack accountability system. 
Lori Smith requested that the Company consider purchasing books to preserve the minutes at the end of 
each year. Neil Saunderson volunteered to assist her in organizing the old minutes. 
Rich Reitz asked if anyone regularly monitored the voicemail system. It was determined that no one did 
so. Guy Speers volunteered to set up voice mailboxes. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Paul Maurer read the attached report. Mark Counterman made a motion 
to accept the report, seconded by Howard Delzingaro. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Trisha Dornisch read the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay the 
bills was made by Howard Delzingaro, seconded by Rich Reitz and passed by the body. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Rick Sacks Sr. asked if it was a good time to put together a tee-shirt 
order. There seemed to be enough interest to proceed. 
 
A motion was made at 9:15pm by Rick Sacks Sr. to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Steve Henderson and passed by the body. 
 


