
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – December 5, 2012 

 
Meeting called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:30pm 
 
Mark from KME provided thank you gifts and food for the company prior to the meeting. President 
Speers thanked him for stopping by and asked for a brief update on the status of the new Engine. 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Paul Schneider, seconded by Howard Delzingaro. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. The Chief added that he had pictures of 
the new Engine and will try to have them posted on the website. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Assistant Engineer Ryan Priest reported the officers and engineers plan to 
move Apparatus night to the first Thursday of the month. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Rich Reitz reported the training schedule for the month of 
December and that fit tests will be held the first Thursday of January. Also the CDL class is now over and 
drivers need to get their permits and start practicing for the road test. Lastly a core rescue class is being 
organized with a sigh-up sheet posted on the training board. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman thanked the fire police for the last 
minute effort to help with the New Life 5K. She also reminded the company that help will be needed for 
the Santa Run on Dec. 22nd. 
 
Trustees’ Report: Trustee Bob Kulp reported that the broken heaters in the engine bay will be fixed 
tomorrow and then regular service will be performed on Dec. 26th. He also reported that there will be a 
$300 cost to fix the water softener. Jeff Lesitsky reported that the garage door remotes in the trucks 
have been replaced. He also made a motion to spend $120 to purchase new light ballasts for the 
engineer’s room. The motion was seconded by Rich Reitz and approved by the body. 

Tom Burgmeier asked if something could be done about the thermostats being left with 
incorrect settings. Bill James said he would look at the programming; Jeff Lesitsky will look into 
lock boxes for the panels. 
Tom Burgmeier also asked if there was a plan for the Old Firehouse. He feels that it is becoming 
a hazard, especially since it was damaged by Sandy. Guy Speers suggested that the building be 
temporarily sealed until a plan is made. 
Rick Sacks noted that the last water tests were good, but that no response had come from the 
DEP or Health Department yet. 
Paul Schneider made a motion to spend up to $1,500 to purchase and install a UV filter light for 
the water. The motion was seconded by Bill James and approved by the body. 
Paul Schneider asked for a status update on the soda machine. Bob Kulp reported that it up and 
running and freshly stocked. 
Tricia Dornisch asked that anyone using the Ace account leave some clue as to the nature of the 
purchase with the PO. 

 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Rick Sacks offered the committee’s recommendation for acceptance of 3 new members, 
Austin Yoder, Brandon Devlin and Samantha Schneider. The committee also recommended that Chris 



Imms’ probationary period be concluded. Written ballots were cast and the committee’s 
recommendations were accepted. 
 
Radio: Tom Burgmeier made a motion to donate all of the company’s old Minitor II pagers to Minersville 
Fire Company. The motion was seconded by Rich Reitz and approved by the body. 
 
Sunshine: No report was offered 
 
Ways, Means and Help: No report was offered 
 
Budget and Finance: Paul Maurer directed the company’s attention to the financial statements on the 
tables. He explained the budget categories and thanked everyone that helped bring in income through 
the course of the year through soliciting donations and by fundraising. 
 
Credentials: Paul Maurer reported 41 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: No report was offered 
 
Nominating: No report was offered 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported that the meeting between the Township supervisors and the 
Philadelphia Folksong Society had been postponed due to the weather and will be held next 
Wednesday. She added that we can shut off the power and water anytime now. Also the committee will 
begin looking for a pavilion. 
 
Public Events: Lori Smith reported that the Santa Run will be on December 22. Any available personnel 
should report to the station by 11am. 
 
House: Cathy Sacks reported three rentals for the month of December and every Saturday in January. 
She also announced that Terry Smith and John Smith will be taking over the House Committee for 2013. 

Rich Sacks noted that the Health Department hit us for mouse droppings in the pantry and 
cleaning supplies in the kitchen. He recommended that we try to keep the kitchen clean, remove 
trash and seal open containers, especially those containing food products. 
Chuck Dornisch thanked Cathy Sacks for taking care of the Hall for four years. 

 
By-Laws: No report was offered 
 
Truck Replacement: Paul Maurer reported that the PEMA loan paperwork was completed and 
submitted.  The loan should be approved by the beginning of March 2013, before the truck is delivered. 
He added that the $33,300 from the sale of the old Engine is earmarked for debt reduction and that the 
treasurer will need to know the exact date of delivery at least 60 days in advance to have the check 
ready. 
Paul Schneider reported that some money has come in for the new Engine and that we need to start 
purchasing equipment so that the truck can go into service after delivery. He listed a few of the needed 
items including $3000 worth of nozzles and tools and about $12,000 for a thermal imaging camera. Paul 
Schneider made a motion to spend  $3,000 on hand tools and nozzles for the new Engine. The motion 
was seconded by Jeff Lesitsky and passed by the body. 



Bob Kulp asked what happened to the tools from the old Engine. Tom Burgmeier said that the 
serviceable ones will be reused and the bad one were disposed of.  

 
Information Technology: Ryan Priest reported that about $450 will be needed to set up the I Am 
Responding system in the engine bay. Guy Speers reported that the computer in the Radio room is up 
and running again. 
 
Grant: Paul Maurer reported that he VFC grant is opening soon. 
 
Insurance: Guy Speers reported that we will seek a credit for the money spent to insure the borrowed 
engine from Station 66. Also the refund for the Rescue truck is pending. 
 
Banquet: No report was offered 
 
Uniform: No report was offered 
 
Food Management: No Report was offered 
 
Written Communications: Neil Saunderson read four thank you notes and a letter of thanks from a 
couple who sheltered at the firehouse during Sandy. 
 
Deferred Business: None 
 
New Business: Ballots were distributed by Rich Hollingsworth and votes were cast for the 2013 
positions. The election was supervised by Chuck Dornisch. Results are as follows: President, Brian Clark; 
Vice President, Terry Smith; Financial Secretary, Paul Maurer; Treasurer, Autumn Hassinger; Recording 
Secretary, Neil Saunderson; Trustee, Chris Alderfer; Chief, Paul Schneider; Chief Engineer, Ryan Priest; 
Fire Police Captain, Arlene Cressman. Ballots were destroyed on a motion by Rich Hollingsworth, 
seconded by Howard Delzingaro 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Paul Maurer provided the attached report. Jeff Lesitsky made a motion to 
accept the report, seconded by Ryan Priest. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Tricia Dornisch provided the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay 
the bills was made by Howard Delzingaro, seconded by Autumn Hassinger and passed by the body.  
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers commented that being president of the fire company is 
very challenging with lots of moving pieces to keep track of. It takes a lot of great people doing tons of 
hard work to keep this place running. The thanked everyone for coming out and for participating this 
year. 
Barbara Gormley provided the dates for the Ladies Auxiliary events in 2013.  
Tom Burgmeier announced that the tree lighting at the township park went well. 
 
A motion was made at 8:44pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 
by Joe Devine and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


