
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – August 1, 2012 

 
Meeting called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:35pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Robert Kulp, seconded by Howard Delzingaro. 
 
Chief’s Report: Deputy Chief Tom Burgmeier read the attached report. He also reported that the Chief 
was still waiting for final approval from the township for the purchase of a new Engine. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Assistant Engineer Robert Kulp reported that the new light tower had been 
successfully installed on Utility 78. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Rich Reitz reported a joint training session on August 2nd. Neighboring 
companies were invited to explore several County resources at our station. He noted that training on 
the 9th and 16th will be set aside for Folk Fest setup and that there will be a special drill with Station 73 
and the Folk Fest staff in the campground on Tuesday the 14th. The 23rd will be a review of response on 
the PA turnpike with Station 72. The 30th is to be a crew meeting and all fire crew and fire police are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman offered no report. 
 
Trustees’ Report: Robert Kulp reported that the trustees would like to see the wellhead extended above 
ground level. This was not associated with the recent water tests. He also reported that the latest test of 
the water at the station came back clean. The original failure was likely due to infrequent use of the 
pipes where the water was tested. Barbara Gormley added that the ice machine is back and working 
again. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Terry Smith reported that several members had resigned last month. He also read a list of 
members whom had not paid dues for 2012. The committee recommended that these members be 
removed from the membership rolls. The recommendation was seconded by Rich Reitz and accepted by 
the body. Terry then presented a letter to be sent to the removed members. Chris Alderfer asked that 
the letter request any equipment or other property be returned. Terry then offered the committee’s 
recommendation that Ben Gouldey and Michael Ives be accepted as members. The motion was 
seconded by Neil Saunderson and ballots were cast. Both were accepted by the body and Terry Smith 
made a motion to destroy the ballots. The motion was seconded by Jeffery Lesitsky and passed by the 
body. Terry said that he would contact Ashley Feigenbutz and Patricia Schneider to see if they are still 
interested in joining. Craig Eisenhard’s application is still on hold due to the results of his background 
check. 

Rich Reitz asked if the committee had any way of organizing or utilizing the Support members, 
or keeping track of their activity. Terry Smith asked that the committee be given two months to 
come up with a plan. 
 

Radio: Neil Saunderson reported a problem with the multi-unit radio charging station on Squad 78. Due 
to several broken brackets radios not carefully positioned may not contact with the charging element 
and recommended replacement of the unit. 



 
Sunshine: Tricia Dornisch offered no report. 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Tricia Dornisch reported that the Help Letter had brought in an additional 
$4985. 
 
Budget: No report was offered 
 
Credentials: Tricia Dornisch reported 30 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: No Report 
 
Nominating: No Report 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported all food related purchases had been made and deliveries arranged. 
She requested help at 5pm of the 11th and 11am on the 11th for setup on site. The camper has already 
been moved to the Folk Fest.  Help will be needed to fetch a freezer trailer from Hatfield on Monday the 
13th between 11am and 3pm. The trailer, along with 50lbs of hotdogs, was donated by Hatfield Meats. 
Barb mentioned that the waste water tank had been purchased. Terry Smith made a motion to disperse 
$5,000 for startup cash. The motion was seconded by Tricia  Dornisch and passed by the body. Barbara 
mentioned that aprons and tee-shirts had been ordered and that the soup had been made on Monday 
with special thanks to Frank Goodhart for his help with the soup. 
 
Public Events: No Report 
 
House: Terry Smith reported that Harry Gourley’s daughter will be here on Friday to setup for a Saturday 
rental. He also reminded the membership that Cathy Sacks is looking for a replacement as committee 
chair. 
 
By-Laws: Neil Saunderson reported a meeting scheduled to Wednesday August 29th at 7pm. 
 
Truck Replacement: Paul Schneider reported that he was still waiting for the township to make its final 
decisions on financing before placing the order for the new Engine. 
 
Information Technology: Guy Speers reported that email addresses had been created for all members. 
Addresses are formatted firstname.lastname@usvfc.org, see Guy with any questions. Ryan Priest 
reported that the “I Am Responding” system has been setup and is in use. Please see Ryan with any 
questions. 
 
Grant: No report was offered 
 
Banquet: Guy Speers reported that the picnic had been a great success and thanked everyone for 
assisting with setup and teardown. He encouraged anyone that missed this year’s picnic to attend next 
year. 
 
Uniform: Tricia Dornisch reported that she would get uniforms for Ryan Priest and any juniors missing 
uniforms this month. 
 



Food Management: No Report was offered 
 
Written Communications: Terry Smith read a letter sent by Helen Fluke. 
 
Deferred Business: Lori Smith resurrected the idea of purchasing books for preserving meeting minutes. 
She estimated the need to about four books as a cost of $100 per book. 
 
New Business: Howard Delzingaro requested permission to obtain a new American flag to replace the 
one on the outdoor pole. Lori Smith recommended that he contact Rep. Topel and request a free flag. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Tricia Dornisch provided the attached report. Joseph O’Brien made a 
motion to accept the report, seconded by Kathy Burgmeier. The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Tricia Dornisch provided the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay 
the bills was made by Rich Reitz, seconded by Jeffery Lesitsky and passed by the body. Tricia added that 
the Company must slow down its spending in order to pay all of its bills on time. 

Rich Reitz asked why the company was hemorrhaging money. Tricia explained that most of the 
recent unexpected spending was for the Utility truck. 
Bob Kulp questioned the amount of the Trustees credit card bill. Tricia offered to review the 
receipts with the Trustees. 

 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Paul Schneider will post details of an upcoming training course 
being offered by PECO. 
 
A motion was made at 8:24pm by Joseph O’Brien to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Jeffery Lesitsky and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


