
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – May 2, 2018 

Meeting was called to order by President Neil Saunderson at 7:30 PM and followed by the 

pledge of allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were posted and emailed to members.  A motion to approve the minutes 

was made by Robert Kulp.  It was seconded by Ryan Priest and approved by the body. 

Chief’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached report. He stated there were 25 calls last 

month, and 102 calls total for the year.  Attendance has been sufficient for calls. He also reported 

that Merck donated a TAC truck, in which the company will put it in service for pumping, 

equipment and manpower.  Montgomery County will recognize it as TAC 78.  Thomas 

Burgmeier reported that next month there will be adjustments made to the body, and no one is to 

drive the vehicle currently until it is legally owned by the company. Driving training will be 

simple for the truck for current drivers.    He also reported that he met with the Treasurer and the 

officers, and he would like to propose switching the monthly schedule to the first Thursday 

remaining Apparatus night, the second Thursday will be the general meeting, and the third and 

fourth Thursdays will be training nights.  This helps bill collecting for the administration, and 

reduces the number of days required for people to attend meetings and trainings. A request was 

made to continue making meals for Apparatus Night to attract attendance. 

Jacob Gilbert reported that the forestry line has been changed on the Engine pack, and crews 

need to pull the gated wye, break couplings, and take sections of hose instead of the entire field 

pack. 

Christopher Alderfer clarified what equipment will need to be purchased for the TAC unit, and if 

we could outfit it with current supplies.  He also proposed the idea of investigating selling the 

Field and TAC units and looking into purchasing a higher quality Field unit.  Harold Alderfer 

and Neil Saunderson volunteered to investigate outsourcing the Field. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Ryan Priest reported that tomorrow is Apparatus Night which 

needs attendance.  He also reported that the officers want to get the crew and fire police trained 

to enter calls in Emergency Reporting in order to cut down on the backed-up reports.  He 

requested anyone who wants to learn to enter reports, contact a fire officer.  May 10 will be a 

hydrant valve and LDH training, May 17 is hose advancement, May 24 is search and rescue, and 

May 31 is drafting and blitz line training.  All dates remain tentative, which revolves around 

scheduling EVOC. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that Apparatus Night is a great opportunity 

to learn the equipment on the trucks.  He will send out a reminder tomorrow for attendance and 

what training can be held on these nights.  All trucks are serviced and operating. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  Johnathan Smith reported that Basic Fire Police training was in 

April, in which eight members attended. He received a request to help with fire policing the 

Country Fair Days in Harleysville from May 23-26.  

 

 



Committee Reports:   

Membership:  Richard Sacks Sr. brought up the application for Matthew Dougherty who is 

applying for fire crew as a firefighter/EMT.  He introduced himself and gave his experience 

level. 

Richard Sacks Sr. also brought up the application of Kevin Constanzer whom is applying for fire 

crew with limited experience. 

Richard Sacks Sr. also brought up Kayla Jones application for a vote, whom is applying for fire 

police.  She was asked to step into the engine room, and the body continued with a vote.  The 

membership committee gave a positive recommendation. 

Neil Saunderson reported that the ballots came back positive, and Kayla Jones was welcomed 

into the company.  A motion was made by Ryan Priest to destroy the ballots, which was 

seconded by Terry Smith and approved by the body.  Ballots were destroyed. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported that in April there were two hall rentals, net profiting $505.00. 

There is also one rental scheduled for May.  

Radio:  Todd Bonjo reported that one pager was returned to the committee through an older 

member whom returned it.  And Todd Bonjo is requesting a key for access to the gear room. 

Sunshine:  Rachel Dornisch reported that she sent out a blanket to Autumn Hassinger’s new baby 

girl.  The blanket was knitted by Patricia Goodhart. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Neil Saunderson reported that the Penny Auction went well.  He also 

reported that he received the purchasing order number for the help letter and they are continuing 

to plan for that.  A state grant for radios and debt reduction came in.  Neil Saunderson also 

addressed that he is waiting for documentation on a large settlement for an estate that is being 

donated to the company within the coming months. 

Budget and Finance:  Pearl Luza reported that the committee has yet to meet this week, a 

meeting will be scheduled shortly with Daniel Melville.  Another meeting will be scheduled with 

Township Supervisor Kevin O’Donnell to discuss the current budget. 

Credentials: Pearl Luza reported that there are 23 members present.  

Folk Festival:  Neil Saunderson reported there are no more volunteers for heading the Folk 

Festival committee.  Communications will take place on leadership for future plans and 

fundraising opportunities.  

Bylaws:  Neil Saunderson stated it would be a bylaw change if there was a proposed change in 

the monthly schedule. 

Information Technology:   Neil Saunderson reported the WiFi connection is working.  He stated 

the servers were updated, and the servers will be relocated into a closet.  And Neil Saunderson 

picked up replacement toner for the County fax machine.  Guy Speers said there are printer 

cartridges for the printer downstairs and let him know if it runs out.  

Uniform:  No report was offered. 



Banquet:  Lane Alderfer reported that the picnic is Saturday, June 16 at 4:00pm.  Last month 

there was a vote to increase the budget to $750.00 in an effort for each company to contribute the 

same amount of money and reconcile costs later based on attendance.  There will be a food truck 

catering the picnic for main dishes at cost of food to limit clean up afterwards.  A sign up sheet 

will be posted in the engine room, and the company is requested to bring desserts or side dishes. 

Trustees’ Report:  Jeremey Allen reported that Goshenhoppen Run Farm was negotiated to rent 

out the kitchen space for $500.00, and the lease is being updated by the Trustees. Robert Angst 

will review the lease before the leasee signs the agreement.  Jeffrey Lesitsky will fix the exterior 

light by the kitchen.  Harold Alderfer reported that he spoke with Colleen Reitz, and they are 

requesting the body to submit all receipts and follow the Purchasing Order policy properly.  If it 

is more than $199.00, if needs to be approved by the Budget and Finance committee. Ryan Priest 

reflected on approved contractors, and to be careful with vendors that regularly service the 

company since expenses need to be approved first. 

Jeffrey Lesitsky brought up the concept of routine maintenance for small expenses, like repairing 

the urinal in the men’s room or the light switch for the ladies’ room, which was clarified that it 

still needs to approved by the body.  A suggestion was made to alter the policy for routine 

maintenance and building needs. 

Written Communications:  None 

Deferred Business:  Neil Saunderson reported that during the previous zoning hearing, Verizon 

has rested their case and is not presenting any more witnesses.  The next meeting will consist of 

the Township’s case, and the next meeting will be Monday, June 11 at 7:00 PM.  The public will 

be allowed to open in testimony after that.  

New Business:   Jeffrey Lesitsky made a motion to spend up to $30.00 on a light switch for the 

womens’ bathroom.  It was seconded by Nicholas Way and approved by the body with one 

abstained. 

Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to spend up to $100.00 to outfit the trucks with hand wipes to 

reduce exposure to chemicals on scene.  It was seconded by Ryan Priest and approved by the 

body.  He plans to buy off the cheapest vendor or Amazon.com. 

Harold Alderfer made a motion to spend up to $50.00 for three replacement electrical sure plugs 

for the back of the trucks. It was seconded by Robert Kulp and approved by the body.  He will 

purchase from Ace Hardware. 

Harold Alderfer made a motion to spend up to $50.00 for three spare air chucks for the trucks.  It 

was seconded by Richard Sacks Sr. and approved by the body.  He will use Nyco as the vendor. 

Harold Alderfer made a motion to spend up to $400.00 for inspection, repair for the battery and 

service work for the Command car.  Thomas Burgmeier seconded the motion and it was 

approved by the body.  Guy Speers clarified that the money is budgeted for from the Engineers 

budget.  It will be scheduled with Landes Repair. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Pearl Luza read the attached reports.   

Treasurer’s Report:   Pearl Luza provided the attached reports. 



A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills was made by Harold Alderfer, 

seconded by Guy Speers and approved by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  The sign has been updated.  Dues are past due, and the 

membership committee will put together a list of members whom have not paid.  Neil 

Saunderson also requested a Trustee to hang the mail boxes he bought for the hallway to return 

receipts, mail, etc. 

 

A motion was made at 8:27 PM by to adjourn the meeting by Guy Speers. It was seconded by 

Jeffrey Lesitsky and approved by the body. 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 


