
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – May 3, 2017 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:35 pm and followed by the pledge of 

allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were emailed to members due to information that is important to company 

members only.  The minutes were amended to suit a motion made by Richard Reitz regarding the 

proposed cell phone tower.  A motion to approve the amended minutes as read was made by 

Todd Bonjo.  It was seconded by Harold Alderfer and approved by the body. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier read the attached reports for the months of April and May.  

He also reported that there was a critique held about the dwelling fire on Clemmers Mill Road 

the following training night.  Thomas Burgmeier also reported that the Engine and Field Truck 

will standby for Harleysville Fire Company on Friday, May 26 for the Country Fair Day’s 

fireworks.  Trucks need to be in Harleysville by 7:30pm for a meeting, and deployment for the 

fireworks starts at 8:00pm.  There will be a sign-in sheet located in the Engine Room.  He 

reminded the crews to always acknowledge the station’s response to dispatch so the station does 

not get response-checked, and the timer can reset for the county.  Finally he told the crews to 

respond to cover assignments as they would a normal call, wearing full turn out gear, in case the 

truck gets redirected to the incident.  Crews may bring their personal items, but they must be 

actively ready to respond. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that Apparatus Night was cancelled 

last Thursday due to the dwelling fire, and this week’s training will be a lecture by ESI on the 

Holmotro tools.  The following week will be a practical training with vehicles using the 

hydraulic tools.  He asked that some of the crew come early this Thursday to check the trucks 

before the classroom lecture. Richard Reitz reminded the crews that the Firefighter 2 Challenge 

course will be hosted in house on June 13, 15, 20 and 22, more reminders will be sent out. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that all the vehicles are serviced except for 

the Engine, which he is deciding whether or not to change the transmission fluid.  He also 

reported the Tanker is due for inspection this month, and insurance registration cards on all 

vehicles expire on May 18.  He also reported that the undercarriage of all the vehicles have been 

showing corrosion from salt on the roads.  He will propose buying an attachment for the pressure 

washer under New Business.  

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  John Smith reported that over the past weekend Upper Salford 

and Harleysville fire police had a class taught by Tony Riccardi on Public Relations and 

Communications.  He also reported that on Saturday, May 6 there is Community Day in 

Schwenksville and from May 24 to 27, it is Country Fair Days in Harleysville.  Fire police are 

needed at all of these events.  

Water Rescue Report:  No report was offered. 



Trustees’ Report:  Guy Speers reported that Robert Kulp resigned as trustee during his third 

year rotation, and under the Nominating Committee, will look for another trustee to take his 

position.  He thanked Robert Kulp for his years of service. 

Jeffrey Lesitsky reported that the lighting for the kitchen is delivered and will be installed soon.  

He also reported that they have three proposals from P.K. Moyer, Bechtel, and Seifert Paving for 

paving the asphalt around the station.  Robert Kulp consulted the Ladies Auxiliary, and they 

confirmed they will pay for half of the project.  Richard Reitz stated that the Township had 

recommended Capece Paving, and Robert Kulp will reach out to the company for an estimate as 

well as the other three in the proposal.  Robert Kulp said that he will have the companies price 

the asphalt in sections, so the fire company may choose what they can afford.  He stated that the 

work was done by Kevin O’Donnell.  Jeffrey Lesitsky reported that faucet replacements will be 

discussed at a later time. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  No report was offered. 

Radio:  Howard Delzingaro reported that new batteries were put in the portable radios in the 

Engine.  Guy Speers said that they are extended life batteries which should be kept in the Engine 

only, and further demarcation will help to identify the radios with the new batteries so they may 

not be confused with others. 

Jacob Gilbert asked for individual radios from Lori Smith, Terry Smith, Jeffrey Lesitsky, and 

Neil Saunderson for reprogramming on the following Friday.  He will send out reminders. 

Sunshine:  No report was offered. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Debra Gilbert reported that the Chicken BBQ is on Saturday, May 13 

from 3:00pm until sold out.  She asked for help on Friday evening to 6:30pm to prepare the 

potatoes, coleslaw and rolls, and servers will be needed at 2:00pm that Saturday.  She also 

reported that she needs someone to drive the Traffic Unit to pick up the chicken.  Howard 

Delzingaro volunteered.  She reported that at noon, they will start cooking. 

Debra Gilbert also reported that Election Day is on Tuesday, May 16, and she is not expecting a 

large turnout of voters.  She expressed interest in placing a small amount of baked good items on 

a table and offering them to the public for donations to keep a routine of hosting a bake sale on 

Election Day.  She stated anyone that would like to donate baked goods can do so for a small 

sale.  

Guy Speers reported that the help letter stuffing will be on Wednesday, May 17 at 6:30pm for the 

first mailing.  Pizza will be provided for those that come to help, and more reminders will be sent 

out via email and Iam Responding. 

Budget and Finance:   Terry Mummert reported that this past month the committee, upon 

approval to close their search and seek services of an investment counselor, began negotiating 

fees from Dan Melville of Financial Voyages in Harleysville.  He reported they were able to 

drop the fees from 1.39% to 1.0% for his management of the fire company’s funds with no other 

fees if there is a starting investment of $100,000.   



Terry Mummert made a motion to enter into a formal agreement with Dan Melville of Financial 

Voyages for his services at a 1.0% fee, with a minimum starting investment of $100,000 and an 

upper limit of $125,000, giving the committee the authority and discretion to determine how 

much money to transfer.  The motion was seconded by Richard Reitz and approved by the body. 

Terry Mummert clarified that Dan Melville’s service fee extended to a lower investment limit of 

$50,000, in case the fire company needs to withdraw money for any purpose.  In which case, his 

fees will be renegotiated in accordance.  Terry Mummert also stated that Dan Melville is a 

certified financial planner, so he could offer advice for capital expenditures or truck replacement 

plans the fire company foresees. 

Guy Speers stated that by investing in Financial Voyages, the fire company is transferring money 

from possibly the PLGT or Vanguard accounts to entrust a financial advisor to make more 

income than the previous investment accounts, and the fee will be 1.0% of the total investment 

per year. 

Richard Reitz reported that the cell phone tower committee had various follow-up meetings, 

including the president and trustees, in which several issues were brought up from last month 

that the committee is working out details for.  He stated that it was requested to reserve space on 

the pole for a repeater, and Verizon responded with reserving 20ft of space from between 50 ft. 

to 70 ft. on the pole.  He also said there was a question to what would be left on the site if 

Verizon were to vacate, in which Verizon amended the contract to state they will clear the site 

including the footings down to 2 feet, so it is returned to what it looked like before building.  He 

also reported that upon request, Verizon dropped the fire company as a second insurer.  He 

reported the rate remains $21,000 for the first year, increasing 2.0% every year until the end of 

five years, which then the term becomes renewable, and for every additional carrier 15% revenue 

is included.  He reported all issues that were negotiated were brought up for review by the 

attorney, sent to the insurance agent and underwriter, whom dropped the additional insurer, and 

the fire company is awaiting the final copy of the contract to be mailed in for signatures.  

Richard Reitz reported that Verizon is getting verification from PECO that there is no natural gas 

on the property, in which they will need a backup generator and propane.  He reported that 

payments lag one month upon startup, but will start after the building permits are received.  

Verizon will notify the fire company about when they will meet with the Township, and the fire 

company will be reminded in case members wish to attend.  The committee determined their 

correct approach will be to sign the contract with Verizon first, and allow Verizon to approach 

the township upon their consent. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 26 members present. 

Banquet:   Guy Speers reported that the remaining duffle bags still need to be picked up by 

members from the banquet.  He also announced that the recipient of the President’s Award did 

not attend the banquet, but he presented the award during the general meeting to Terry 

Mummert.  He thanked Terry Mummert for his tireless effort in writing grants, and pursuing the 

Budget and Finance Committee this past year.   



Lane Alderfer reported that the picnic is Saturday, June 3 starting at 2:00pm.  She has ladies who 

have offered to help with ordered the beer and food, and help with setup and teardown that day.  

Reminders will be sent out regarding details. 

Insurance:   Guy Speers reported that he has the insurance stocks on CD’s this year, and he will 

print out the insurance cards and store them on the server. 

Nominating:  Guy Speers reported that with Robert Kulp’s resignation, a new position is open 

for trustee.  The trustees are on a five year rotation, in which Robert Kulp had three years left on 

his term. The new trustee will fill in his place, and on the fifth year of their term, the position 

becomes head trustee. The president opened the floor for nominations: 

Jeremy Allen nominated Harold Alderfer for trustee. Harold Alderfer accepted the nomination. 

The body determined there is no conflict between being Chief Engineer and accepting a position 

for trustee.  

Jeremy Allen nominated Ryan Priest for trustee, however, the nomination was rescinded.   

Guy Speers held the nominations open for trustee for one month, so at the next general meeting 

additional nominations can be brought up, and voting will begin.  

Folk Festival:  Robert Kulp reported that he needs to spend $130.00 towards the cost of 

inspections for the main tent and French fry trailer to Montgomery County Health Department. 

Public Events:  No report was offered. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported there were four hall rentals in April, and there are three 

scheduled for May. 

Bylaws: Guy Speers reported he had a discussion with Robert Angst about possible changes to 

make to the bylaws.  If anyone is interested in participating, please see Guy Speers.  He is 

planning to organize a meeting at the end of May or early June.   

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported he will update the software on the laptop on the 

Command vehicle, and get a quote for a computer to play training videos on the TV in the 

Engine room for next month. 

Grant:  No report was offered. 

Uniform:  Debra Gilbert reported the uniforms for Samuel Gwiazdzinski and Mackenzie Trout 

will be delivered soon.  She asked the body where other fire companies receive their uniforms 

from, and The Fire Store was recommended for their prices and availability. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer read a letter of appreciation from Cindi Lesitsky, 

thanking company for donating her a fruit basket. 

Deferred Business:   None 



New Business:  Harold Alderfer made a motion to spend $100.00 on an undercarriage 

attachment for the pressure washer.  It was seconded by Richard Sacks Sr. and approved by the 

body. 

Robert Kulp made a motion to spend $130.00 for a check to Montgomery County Health 

Department for Folk Festival inspections.  It was seconded by Jeffrey Lesitsky and approved by 

the body. 

Thomas Burgmeier made motion to spend up to $300.00 for a camera to put on the Engine to 

record pulling into incidents.  It was seconded by Harold Alderfer and approved by the body.  

The motion was duplicated into the FRA meeting and will be determined whether the money will 

come from the general fund or FRA expenses based on its eligibility.   

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Pearl Luza gave the attached reports.  A motion was made by 

Howard Delzingaro to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.   It was seconded by Richard 

Sacks Sr. and passed by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Pearl Luza gave the attached reports.  A motion was made by Richard 

Sacks Sr. to approve the Treasurer’s report.  It was seconded by Albert Paul and passed by the 

body. 

She also reported that this month’s expenses will be paid for by grant income, and money does 

not need to be transferred from the PLGT account to be able to pay the bills. 

 

Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers thanked members for those who responded to 

the dwelling fire on Clemmers Mill Road, and congratulated efforts towards fire prevention 

within the township.   

 

 

A motion was made at 8:22 pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Harold Alderfer and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 


