
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –May 4, 2016 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:33 pm.  

Minutes approved on a motion by, Joseph Devine and seconded by Deborah Gilbert. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached report.  He also reported that May 16, 

2016 will be the first day that the station is added onto the top severe EMS calls that are 

dispatched within the township. There will be a meeting on Thursday, May 19 to review details 

and SOG’s concerning the EMS calls.  Crew members who are not present will be emailed a 

copy of the SOG’s and a synopsis of the meeting. 

He also reported that the station will assist Harleysville Fire Co. for the County Fair Days on 

Friday, May 27 to help with the fireworks.  Engine 78 and Field 78 will be leaving at 7:30pm, 

and a sign-up sheet is located on the training board for those who wish to attend. 

Finally the Harleysville Memorial Day Parade is on Saturday, May 28.  Members are welcomed 

to attend. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Charles Roop reported that the Hazardous Materials Operations 

Refresher course is taking place over the first two Thursday nights of the month.  Apparatus 

Night will be divided among the training nights.  The following Thursday after the refresher 

course, the crew will be practicing vehicle rescue operations.  In the near future the crew will be 

using Lower Frederick’s tower to practice ladder and hose line operations, as well as using 

Skippack’s burn building. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported Tanker 78 and Field 78 will be serviced the 

following week.  We will work to finish Apparatus Night throughout the month of May. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  Lori Smith reported Smoke in the Valley and Schwenksville 

Community Day will be held on May 6, 2016.  For Harleysville Country Fair Days the fire 

police have been asked to direct traffic.  

Water Rescue Report: No report was offered. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  No report was offered. 

Radio: Thomas Burgmeier reported he needs help mounting the high band antennae on the roof, 

more details to come.  He also reported the radio grant is submitted, and he is waiting for action. 

Sunshine:   No report was offered. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Deborah Gilbert reported the Chicken BBQ was very successful.  In 

combination with the boot drive, the net income was $2,968.70 plus change in coins.  She 

reported that if the station plans to have another Chicken BBQ in the fall, we may shop around to 



find better prices on the chicken. The Bake Sale on Election Day was also very successful, 

raising $642.00. 

Budget and Finance:   Richard Reitz reported that the Budget Committee is focusing on cutting 

down prices for most of the station’s maintenance needs.  The individual people will report back 

to their groups from the committee to gather input and formulate a long-term budget. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 27 members present. 

Banquet:   Lane Alderfer reported that a joint-company picnic with Harleysville Fire Company 

and Harleysville Area EMS will be on Saturday, June 18 staring at 3:00pm.  Schwenksville is 

donating a 20’ by 40’ tent to use, but we are also in need of a smaller tent for food and DJ 

equipment.  A sign-up sheet is posted for a headcount and for assigning foods to bring.   

Insurance:   Guy Speers reported that the damage due to the transfer switch and the AC system 

will be submitted to PECO and reimburse the insurance company. 

Nominating: No report was offered. 

Folk Fest: Robert Kulp reminded the body that Folk Fest planning meetings will take place on 

the last Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm.  More people are requested to attend the 

meetings.  He reported minor changes in the setup, and they are working to improve the products 

the company offers.  He also proposed the idea of selling cookies, and preparing the dough a 

month ahead of time. 

Public Events:  Thomas Burgmeier reported the station needs to gather history to take part in the 

Upper Salford Anniversary Celebration on Saturday,October 15 with a rain date of Sunday, 

October 16.  He also reported Fire Prevention Week is October 4-10, and the Landis Fireman’s 

Bagging Night is Thursday, October 6.   

House: No report was offered. 

Bylaws: No reported was offered. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported he needs to look into purchasing addition 

memory for the server in the office and needs to clean the printer in the Radio Room. 

Grant:  Guy Speers reported that Terry Mummert is working on a grant for a new laptop and 

projector.  He also reported that the Federal Grant is having some trouble with the IRS on their 

end and Autumn Hassinger is working to correct that. 

Uniform:  Deborah Gilbert reported that some members still need to pay for their Class B 

uniform. 

Trustees’ Report:  Christopher Alderfer reported the generator switch has not been working and 

he received a quote from Bergey’s Electric.  It will be four weeks until the switch comes, so if 

there are any issues or the power goes out please contact Tom Burgmeier. 



He also reported the water softener is not working correctly, so he will call someone to make 

repairs. 

Robert Kulp reported that the grease trap has been replaced.  He stated the drain outside the 

basement stairwell was clogged, so that needs routine cleaning.  He proposed the idea of 

covering the entry way and stairs with an awning or roof.  

He also reported that the fire company tax number is not exempt. 

He also reported to the members to remember to turn the lights out when they are not in use, and 

remember to use the fire company EZ –Pass when taking a station vehicle on the Turn Pike. 

Guy Speers reported the help letter is completed for editing.  He is waiting for a turnaround date 

to begin stuffing and mailing. 

Jeffrey Lesitsky reported that the siren timer is reset, after the power outage. 

Lori Smith reported that she needs help weeding the front garden to get rid of the thistles.  More 

details and a date are to come. 

Finally Robert Kulp reported the trash disposable bill including an extra dumpster pick-up.  

Anyone who wants to make an extra pickup is encouraged to call Bob Kulp, who is the contact 

individual.  More investigation will be taken to understand why and try to drop the charges.  He 

also reported the K&J Doors bill was deleted. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported a thank you card has been sent to the station 

in appreciation for helping with a carbon monoxide alarm.  The card has been posted to the 

bulletin board. 

Deferred Business:   Thomas Burgmeier reported the demolition of the old building is running 

into some issues and may take longer than predicted. 

New Business:  Christopher Alderfer made a motion to spend $3,500.00 on a new transfer 

switch for the station’s backup generator.  The motion was seconded by Richard Reitz and 

passed by the body. 

Autumn Hassinger reported new ideas for utilizing the hall space.  More consideration will be 

given on shortened rental time and use of a projector. 

Guy Speers made a motion to spend $200.00 for server memory for the office computer.  The 

motion was seconded by Charles Roop and passed by the body. 

Guy Speers reported that Arcadia University will be donating a projector screen and materials for 

hall rentals. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Autumn Hassinger gave the attached reports.  A motion was 

made by Richard Reitz to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.   It was seconded by Charles 

Roop and passed by the body. 



Treasurer’s Report:  Harry Mosey gave the attached reports.  Two insurance bills need to be 

added to the list of unpaid bills: One being General Liability for $2,154.00 and Commercial Auto 

for $1,677.00.  A motion was made by Richard Sacks Sr. to approve the Treasurer’s report.  It 

was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  Guy Speers reported that the King of Prussia location of 

Arcadia University is shutting down, so they are donating some classroom projector equipment. 

 

 

 

A motion was made at 8:19 pm by Joseph Devine to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 


