
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – March 7, 2018 

Meeting was called to order by President Neil Saunderson at 7:31 PM and followed by the 

pledge of allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were posted and emailed to members.  A motion to approve the minutes 

was made by Johnathan Smith.  It was seconded by Harry Mosey and approved by the body. 

Chief’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached report. He stated that his leave of absence 

is over, and with any questions to please see him individually.  He concluded the fire company 

responded to 26 calls in February, and of those calls 4 were in-township calls. He thanked the 

crews for attending all the calls related to the winter storm.  He reported that traffic cones were 

returned from closed roads after the storm. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Richard Reitz reported that the EMR refresher will take place on 

March 15, 22 and First Aid and CPR on March 29.  He also reported that there is a seminar about 

an influential warehouse fire in South Carolina that will be held on April 28, and attendance 

must be reported to pay for the seminar.  A sign-in sheet is in the Engine Room. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that the Squad is being repaired for air 

pressure governor difficulties, and all the other apparatus are up to date.  Thomas Burgmeier 

reported that Merck is replacing their TAC apparatus which is a GMC mini-pumper, and they are 

donating the truck to the fire company.  More consideration needs to be done about the vehicle 

and functionality or whether the company should sell it.  Be aware that if a Merck truck arrives 

in station, it belongs to the fire company.   

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  Johnathan Smith reported that fire police had a class put on by 

Exelon in which 6 people attended at Limerick Fire Company.  And he is looking into putting 

together a basic fire police class in April. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Richard Sacks Sr. reported the background checks came in for the new members 

and would like to discuss with officers/administration.  Thomas Burgmeier offered that a new 

member from Lansdale moved into the township, and he has not submitted a membership 

application for bringing up, but the company would like to expedite the process and receive his 

application details tomorrow.  

House:  Johnathan Smith reported that there was a last kitchen rental in February for $300.00.  

He reported that since the bylaws state that a member of the Ladies Aux. must be a member of 

the committee, then Patricia Goodhart will be rounding out the committee. 

Radio:  No report was offered. 

Sunshine:  No report was offered. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Jeremy Allen proposed an idea of having a recycling day event at the 

firehouse.  The event works which hosting a location for recycling pick up, organize a boot drive 

and companies to pick up the materials.  The company would have to pay for mailing and 



dumpster rentals, and it would operate off of donations and entry fees for certain recycled 

materials.  The date would have to be researched and put in the help letter. 

Neil Saunderson reported the help letter process must be started in order to print the letter by the 

middle or end of April.  There will be a meeting next Wednesday, March 14, at 7:00 PM. 

Neil Saunderson also reported that the Ladies Auxiliary requested help with setting up with a 

few tasks for Penny Auction: clean or run the stovetops for cooking, sweep and clean the bay, 

check on 4 ft. tables, move trucks out of the bay Saturday morning, bring in freezer and box 

fridge from the garage and run the Thursday before the auction, and help would be appreciated at 

5:30 pm before the auction and cleanup around 10:00pm.  Fire police will help park cars the day 

of. 

Budget and Finance:  Richard Reitz reported the committee will arrange a meeting with Daniel 

Melville about recent statements in investments and questions the committee has. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there are 15 members present.   

Folk Festival:   No report was offered. 

Bylaws:  No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Neil Saunderson reported that there have been mixed reviews about 

the new desktop in the radio room.  He will check on availability of files for the new computer 

from the server, and new hardware has come in to improve the Wifi connectability.  Richard 

Reitz requested a new evaluation of the IT equipment in the building.  Thomas Burgmeier 

reported the TVs in the bay need to be updated to work for IamResponding.  Neil Saunderson 

also requested clarity on how the MDT’s work in the Squad and is it something that is worth 

looking into replacing or getting internet service routed to them. 

Uniform:  No report was offered. 

Banquet:  Lane Alderfer reported that the joint-company picnic will be on a Saturday in June.  

Communications between the other fire and ambulance companies will determine the date, and it 

will be reported as soon as possible. 

Trustees’ Report:  Jeremey Allen reported that the septic needs to be pumped out, this is the 

second year.  The asbestos was taken out of the old firehouse building, and the Trustees are 

waiting for the building to dry out.  They also reported there is a potential kitchen tenant which is 

interested in powering electricity to a food truck, washing dishes and using dry storage.  A 

potential rate and contract has not been developed, or a place to organize the dry storage. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported that there were three donations in lieu of 

Clifford C. Weller.  Thank you letters will be sent for several large donations, and thank you 

cards will be sent to the family. 

Deferred Business:   None 

New Business:   Jeremy Allen made a motion to spend up to $299.99 to pump out the septic 

system using Robins Septic Service.  It was seconded by Richard Sacks Sr. and approved by the 

body. 



Harold Alderfer made a motion to spend up to $50.00 for an electrical cord for the dryer.  It was 

seconded by Richard Reitz and approved by the body. 

Colleen Reitz made a motion to spend up to $150.00 to buy a paper shredder, pens, etc. for office 

supplies.  It was seconded by Terry Smith and approved by the body.  

Lane Alderfer brought up the need for a new microwave and asked for a donation or from a yard 

sale. 

Neil Saunderson brought up a Firefighter/Fire Police recognition luncheon set to be hosted by 

Tabor Hill Methodist Church on April 15 or April 29.  The fire company needs to get back to the 

church to set up the event and give an approximate attendance by March 25.  An event invitation 

will be sent out in the minutes for a head count or an event made on Survey Monkey to make a 

decision. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Colleen Reitz read the attached reports.   

Treasurer’s Report:   Colleen Reitz read the attached reports.    

A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills was made by Richard Sacks Sr., 

seconded by Harold Alderfer and approved by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  Robert Kulp reported that the last training class hosted 

had trouble with internet connection in the front of the hall.  Neil Saunderson reported that 

hardware will installed to boost connection. 

Suggestions towards standard messages to put on the signs: Members needed, firefighters 

needed.  The Easter Egg Hunt will go up next on the sign. 

Neil Saunderson also reminded the body to pay their $2.00 dues by the April meeting. 

 

A motion was made at 8:30 PM by to adjourn the meeting by Richard Reitz. It was seconded by 

Terry Smith and approved by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 


