
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –March 2, 2016 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:32 pm.  

Minutes approved on a motion by, Charles Roop and seconded by Joseph Devine. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached report.  He stated that the company may 

not leave excess furniture or trash in the gear room.  He also stated that he will find a source to 

sell or donate the spare light bars and other training materials on top of the water rescue storage. 

Training Officer’s Report: Charles Roop reported that on Saturday, November 5 from 8:00am 

to 4:00pm there will be an Art of Reading Buildings class.  He encouraged members who wish to 

sign up to commit to the date before the company reserves more seats.   He also reported another 

training opportunity called Drive to Survive in Bally, East Berks Fire Company on Monday, 

April 4. It focuses on key strategies for driving safely responding to fire calls, driving apparatus 

and driving personal vehicles.  Sign-up sheets are posted in the engine room for both classes.  He 

also reported an ICS-300 class is being held on May 10, 11 and 12 from 8:00am to 5:00pm at the 

Eagleville Communications Center.  Members interested should see Jacob Gilbert for further 

details.  Finally he reported that on April 23 and 24 there will be heavy-duty vehicle rescue 

training for fire crew who already has VRT.  The date may be subject to change. 

Chief Engineer’s Report: No report was offered.  

Fire Police Captain’s Report: No report was offered. 

Water Rescue Report: No report was offered. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  No report was offered. 

Radio: Thomas Burgmeier reported that the station is adding a high-band mobile repeater 

channel to relay to the repeater Lower Fredrick Fire Company added on top of Spring Mountain.  

He also reported that the radio grant is in, and the company shall receive new mobile radios 

soon. 

Sunshine: Lori Smith reported that a planter was given to Lisa Williams in regards of her 

mother’s passing.  A motion was made by Lori Smith to reserve a page in the minutes to 

recognize Drew Lewis and his years of service at the fire company.  The motion was seconded 

by Charles Roop and passed by the body.  She will also be sending a letter of thanks to his 

family. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Guy Speers reported that the company needs a volunteer to manage the 

Car Wash and/or the Chicken BBQ. 



Budget and Finance: Autumn Hassinger reported that the budget is being formed by a group of 

members who are interested in the financing of the company.  They shall hold a meeting on 

Tuesday, March 8 to review the details.  

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 27 members present. 

Banquet: Thomas Burgmeier requested that the banquet committee start to meet in order to plan 

the 70
th
 anniversary of the station banquet.  He also requested to invite Harleysville Area EMS to 

the joint-company picnic in June. 

Deborah Gilbert reported the price of renting a bus for the baseball game in honor of volunteer 

firefighters.  Members preferred to drive their personal vehicles to the game, and more details are 

to come. 

Thomas Burgmeier reported the price of renting a passenger bus to New York to visit the 9/11 

Memorial.  The expected value would be $45.00 to $50.00 a person, and Harleysville Fire 

Company are invited to fill the bus.  The projected date and final pricing details are to come. 

Insurance:   Guy Speers reported that the company received the reimbursement from VFIS for 

the Tanker. 

Nominating: No report was offered. 

Folk Fest: Robert Kulp reminded the body that Folk Fest planning meetings will take place on 

the last Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm. 

Public Events: Guy Speers reported that the Santa costume has been laundered and needs to be 

picked up. 

Thomas Burgmeier reported that for the Upper Salford Township Anniversary celebration, the 

fire company’s main focus will be to display the history of the company and will not impose fire 

prevention material.  He requested that next month a few people gather together to plan the 

organization and history materials for the event.  He also requested for body to reach out to 

Daniel Weller in regards of his antique engine to put on display at the event. 

House: No report was offered. 

Bylaws: Guy Speers reported that he is working to update the current bylaws. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  No report was offered.  

Grant:  Terry Mummert reported that the Limerick grant is finished, and four other grants have 

been applied for. 

Uniform:  Deborah Gilbert reported that the bill for the uniform has been sent again after 

technical difficulties.  



Trustees’ Report:  Jeffrey Lesitsky reported that the parts for the flag pole have been received, 

the company just needs a ladder truck to help replace the flag.  He also reported that the bush that 

was surrounded the electrical box outside has been removed.    

Christopher Alderfer reported that he received an estimate for paving the parking lot.  

Robert Kulp reported that he needs the bill for repairing the heating system.  

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported that Hazel Krier sent a thank you note and a 

donation to the company for pumping water out of her basement.  She also reported Tylersport 

Volunteer Fire Company is hosting their 6
th

 Annual Meat Wheel on Saturday, March 12. 

Deferred Business: No report was offered. 

New Business:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that it is a critical issue to shut off the engine 

room’s air compressor, and care should be taken to remain away from doing so.  He stated that 

he is looking into retrofitting the apparatus to avoid it happening again. 

Jeffrey Letsitsky reported that he is giving back the fire police’s orange fluorescent gear, and it 

will be donated to a volunteer fire department in the North.  

Brandon Rittenhouse made a motion to spend $400.00 to replace the company’s license plates 

that were used.  The motion was seconded by Richard Reitz and passed by the body. 

Deborah Gilbert reported that the Ladies Auxiliary is asking the fire crew to set up tables for 

Penny Auction on Thursday, March 17.  She also stated that the Auxiliary is interesting in 

repairing the basement.  The Trustees asked for the Auxiliary to meet with them at their next 

meeting to review details. 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Autumn Hassinger gave the attached reports.  A motion was 

made by Joseph Devine to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.  It was seconded by Richard 

Reitz and passed by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Harry Mosey gave the attached reports.   He also stated one bill for 

Witmer Public Safety Group for $1,710.00 for a generator light.  A motion to approve the 

Treasurer’s report was made by Joseph Devine, seconded by Jeffrey Lesitsky and passed by the 

body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company: Lori Smith requested to begin the help letter. 

Also Guy Speers reported that the company needs to complete all background checks by July 

2016. 

 

 

 



A motion was made at 8:10 pm by Charles Roop to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Joseph Devine and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is dedicated to the loving memory of  

Andrew “Drew” L. Lewis, Jr. 

Honorary Life Member 

 


