
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –June 7, 2017 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:43 pm and followed by the pledge of 

allegiance. 

Minutes approved on a motion by Harold Alderfer and seconded by Howard Delzingaro. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier read the attached report. 

He also reported that the Tuesday before Folk Festival will be a local level drill related to the 

event, which the officers are busy organizing.  He also reported the mobile radios will be picked 

up on Friday from County, and be installed in the trucks.  There will be training on the minor 

differences for these radios.  He also thanked the crew and fire police for their help with the 

Harleysville Fair Days, Schwenksville Community Day, the standby at Tabor Hill Methodist 

Church and all other events in May.  Thomas Burgmeier reported that he is working towards 

editing the minimum standards towards being active fire crew. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Richard Reitz reported that the Firefighter II Challenge preparation 

course will be held in station on June 20, 22, 27, and 29 and a hands-on practical skills refresher 

on Saturday, July 15. He urged fire crew to sign up so they may get an approximate head count 

and verify previous certifications of members. Even if members are not eligible to challenge, it is 

a valuable course to take. 

He also identified a VRT Awareness course that will take place in August 22, 24, 26, and 27, and 

a VRT Operations course on September 5, 7, 9, and 10.  Jacob Gilbert will be working towards 

disseminating the information, so please sign up if interested.  

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that the Tanker was inspected last month.  

He found that a shoot and a couple valves on the Tanker need to be rebuilt.  The shoot needs to 

be closed manually by drivers because it does not come back in automatically.  He also reported 

that the Traffic unit had a flat tire, which he took it to Creamery Tire as an emergency expense.  

The tires are eleven years old and dry rotted, which needs replacing soon.  He also reported that 

tomorrow night is Apparatus Night and help is needed to inspect the trucks and equipment. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  No report was offered. 

Water Rescue Report:  No report was offered. 

Trustees’ Report:  Jeremy Allen reported that the committee has received three quotes for 

paving the parking lot.  One quote came in before the meeting, so the quotes require more 

discussion before a final decision. The three companies are P.K. Moyer, Becthel, and Seifert 

Paving, with P.K Moyer and Seifert being the least expensive.  After comparison of the 

company’s specifications, a recommendation will be presented to the body at next month’s 

meeting.  The parking lot was sectioned off into four areas that were each quoted individually, 

with the entrance and exit being top priority for repavement. 



Christopher Alderfer reported that he contacted Waste Management because the company has 

been overcharged for dumpster services for two months because of the lid being over two inches 

separated from the top.  The body suggested researching other companies that can better support 

the station’s needs, and putting up a video camera sign, or up-sizing the dumpster. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  No report was offered. 

Radio:  Thomas Burgmeier reminded members to put radios back in their chargers after every 

use.  He also reported that grants are submitted. 

Sunshine:  Lori Smith reported that Tony Riccardi’s wife, Helen, passed away this week, and she 

requests under New Business to buy flowers or send money to their church. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Nicole Schroeder reported a fundraiser used by Towamencin Fire 

Company called “Dining for Donations”, which registers a night at Margarita’s to donate 20% of 

profits to whomever dines in with showing the flyer.  She suggested submitting three possible 

dates in late August or early September, and Margarita’s will give the final date.  The body 

suggested using social media to promote the flyer. 

Howard Delzingaro made a motion to investigate further and move forward with the Margarita’s 

fundraiser.  It was seconded by Richard Reitz and approved by the body. 

Debra Gilbert reported that the Chicken BBQ scheduled for May was cancelled due to the 

weather.  There is not a possible date to reschedule before summer, so a later date will be picked 

for the fall. 

Thomas Burgmeier reported he is trying to organize a Fireman’s night at Spring Mountain. 

Guy Speers reported that the help letter was mailed, and Elizabeth Imms is tracking the 

donations and making deposits.   The second mailing will go out in a few months. 

Budget and Finance:   Richard Reitz reported that Terry Mummert is taking the lead with 

Financial Voyages, and needs certain information from the station in order to execute the 

contract.   

He also reported that all signatures were collected and mailed back for the contract from Verizon 

regarding the cell phone tower.  There is a question from Verizon about the term “new parking 

lot” and any documentation about when it was paved and the water management plans associated 

with it.  Verizon may delay approaching the township one month until all questions are finalized. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 23 members present. 

Banquet:   Guy Speers thanked members for anyone who helped set up and clean up the picnic.   

Insurance:   Guy Speers reported that insurance cards were printed and put in to all the trucks. 

Nominating:   Nominations continue this month for the open position of trustee: the floor was 

opened for any additional nominations before voting. 



No additional nominations were obtained, and Harold Alderfer remains the only nomination for 

trustee. Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to close nominations, and it was seconded by Jacob 

Gilbert and approved by the body. 

The body agreed to proceed with a hand motion.  All were in favor, with zero opposed. 

Folk Festival:  Robert Kulp reported he needs a check for licensure from Montgomery County 

Board of Health.  He also reported that he contacted the manager of the vendors, and nothing has 

changed since last year and he is working to cut down on menu options in order to limit the 

amount of food leftover each year.  He reported that he will contact the Folk Song Society about 

the available space of Schwenksville’s old vendor in the campground to limit competing sales.  

Robert Kulp plans to freeze the cheesecakes and bananas at Landis. 

Public Events:  Lori Smith reported there will be a Firefighter’s Appreciation Luncheon on 

Sunday, April 23 at Tabor Hill Methodist Church.  The service is at 10:45am. 

House:  Johnathan Smith presented the owners of Goshenhoppen Run Farm, Brain, Shane and 

Fiona Gaffney, who are creating their own brand of hot sauce which is turns raw peppers into its 

final product.  They are required to begin their business by licensure under a Board of Health 

certified kitchen, which they requested permission to use the fire company’s kitchen and 

facilities.  Their production would need to be overseen by the Department of Agriculture, and 

they stated they would use the kitchen approximately two times a week for cooking and bottling, 

until sales increased, in which case they would find another location to move production to.  

They would anticipate a once or twice a week usage, and their season would extend to the first 

frost of the year.  They also reported that would bring in all utensils and cookware to use in the 

kitchen.  They family proceeded to answer questions that members had, and previewed the 

kitchen and facilities. 

Bylaws: Guy Speers reported that he collected four people for the committee: himself, Charles 

Roop, Jim Kuhns, and Robert Angst.  They plan to reanalyze the changes that need to be made to 

the current bylaws and get copies of existing bylaws of other departments.  Anyone interested in 

joining the committee should contact Guy Speers. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported that he purchased ink for the radio room printer. 

Grant:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that the committee has applied for numerous grants (local, 

state and federal level grants).  He stated that if anyone finds additional grants, please forward 

them to Thomas Burgmeier’s email. 

Uniform:  Debra Gilbert reported that the committee has switched vendors to 911 Safety. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported that if any member needs a thank you letter 

or other communication drafted and printed, please she her for details. 

Deferred Business:   More discussion was offered towards the potential rent of the kitchen to 

Goshenhoppen Run Farm. The members agreed that conversation is needed between the existing 

renter and the Ladies Auxiliary.  The Gaffney family left a drafted, written proposal of the 



agreement they would make with the fire company upon decision to lease the kitchen.  Richard 

Reitz made a motion to give authority to the Trustees, President and House committees to 

negotiate and move forward with renting the kitchen to the Goshenhoppen Run Farm if they 

deem it appropriate with the payment and facility use.  Richard Sacks Sr. seconded the motion, 

and it was approved by the body. 

New Business:  Harold Alderfer made a motion to spend up to $700.00 to replace the tires on the 

Traffic unit. The tires were determined to be dry rotted, and the Traffic unit was not included in 

the long-term financial plan for tires. It was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and approved by 

the body. 

Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to give a donation of $50.00 in lieu of Helen Riccardi to the 

Souderton Brethren Christ Church for her service.  It was seconded by Richard Reitz and 

approved by the body. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Pearl Luza gave the attached reports. She also reported that the 

company is at a deficit this month, so money will need to be moved from a different account in 

order to pay the bills.  The first move of money did not go through because of an expected 

income, so this will be the first month that money is needed. A motion was made by Richard 

Reitz to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.   It was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and 

passed by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Pearl Luza gave the attached reports. A motion was made by Howard 

Delzingaro to approve the Treasurer’s report.  It was seconded by Richard Reitz and passed by 

the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  None 

 

A motion was made at 8:50 pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Richard Reitz and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 


