
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –June 3, 2015 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:34pm.  

Minutes approved on a motion by, Mark Kling seconded by Robert Kulp. 

Chief’s Report: Chief Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached reports. Something that Thomas 

Burgmeier is looking into is having the Utility also be a QRS unit. 

Guy Speers reported that the company has until July 1, 2015 to get every member to do the 

background checks. If anyone has not done them before July 1 they will be suspended from the 

company until the background checks are completed. They will have anywhere from 3 to 6 

months to get the background checks done and if they haven’t then they will be removed from 

the companies rolls entirely. This is something that will need to be done every 3 years.  

Richard Reitz asked if this applies to all members and Guy Speers responded with tell him that it 

applies to all members of the company including the Ladies Auxiliary. 

Deb Gilbert asked if this will affect the outside people coming to help with folk fest and Guy 

Speers responded by say this will not affect them. 

Training Officer’s Report: Richard Reitz gave the attached report. 

Chief Engineer’s Report: Harold Alderfer reported that tomorrow during apparatus night 

Thomas Burgmeier would like to switch some hoses out.  

Harold Alderfer also reported that the Squad and the Field truck was inspected and serviced. He 

is still waiting from the brake replacement for the Field truck. The light tower was fixed on the 

Squad as well as both hydraulic hose reals due to a leak.  

Fire Police Captain’s Report: Neil Saunderson gave the attached report.  

Ryan Priest asked why we need to keep the money separate. Guy Speers responded by saying 

that if we keep it separate it helps to keep track of how much the fire police are bringing in. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership: No report was offered 

Radio: No report was offered. 

Sunshine: Lori Smith reported that there was a baby gift sent to Brandon and Stephanie 

Rittenhouse  and a hanging plant sent to a member who just had surgery. 

Ways, Means and Help: Rachel Dornisch reported that there is a Car Wash on June 6
th

 from 9 to 

2. Set up will start at 8am at the station. 

Budget and Finance: Autumn Hassinger gave the attached report. She also reported that the tax 

return was extended and the accountant is working on our financial statements. She reported that 



there was a question related to the grant income which is at $25,000 right now but it will be 

changed to $14,000. The other question that raised a flag was the Penny auction income and 

since that is a Ladies Auxiliary income it will be removed from the budge. Which in all will 

reduce the income by $16,500. The budget will be changed and voted on next month.  

Paul Schneider asked if anyone looked into the money from the township that we should be 

getting. Autumn Hassinger reported that there is going to be an $11,000 donation that they will 

be making this year. Paul Schneider responded by say that it should be twice the $11,000.  

Richard Reitz reported that the budget now shows the company at a $54,000 loss. 

Credentials: Rachel Dornisch reported that there were 26 members present. 

Banquet: Lane Alderfer reported that the picnic is June 20, 2015 and starts at 3pm. She asked 

that anyone that can brings some type of food with them. 

Insurance: Guy Speers reported that we received that bill for the Chiefs car and is now paid for 

the year. 

Nominating: No report was offered 

Folk Fest: Robert Kulp reported that there was a meeting a week ago that only had a few people 

there. He also reported that he would like to start building the walls either on Saturday or Sunday 

morning the weekend of the 13th. The last Wednesday of the month will be a folk fest meeting. 

Paul Schneider asked why we gave up the stop where the fry trailer used to be. Robert Kulp 

responded by saying the since we are moving all of the items from the wing tent to the main 

kitchen the committee decided to more the fry trailer over to where the wing tent was and since 

we can’t rent out the now open space the folk fest owners took back the open space. 

Public Events: No report was offered 

House: John Smith reported that the next couple of months will be slow. He also reported that he 

had someone ask if we do hour rentals. There was a rental a few months ago that decided to let 

us keep the deposit because she had such a good time.  

Ryan Priest asked if the company’s insurance covers us for a profit business to rent the hall. Guy 

Speers reported that Robert Kulp was looking into things like that.  

Bylaws: No report was offered 

Truck: No report was offered 

Information Technology: Guy Speers reported that there are new wireless access points. 

Grant: No report was offered 

Uniform: Everyone came to an agreement that the uniform situation needs to change.  

Trustees’ Report: Robert Kulp reported that we need a wash. Shawn Adams reported that he 

will donate a wash. Thomas Burgmeier reported that the company will be looking into buy a 



heavy duty gear washer. Robert Kulp also reported that he is looking into quotes for the 

driveway still. He also reported that the trustees are almost done with creating the contract to rent 

out the kitchen to Angela’s catering. She will be getting a copy of the contract. He thanked Lori 

Smith for weeding the garden and thanked Deb Gilbert and Patricia Goodhart for cleaning the 

kitchen.  

Thomas Burgmeier asked if the trustees can look into the motion sensor lights. 

Written Communications: Rachel Dornisch reported that there was a woman who attended the 

Penny Auction who had a fun night and decided to write to the paper about us but she did refer to 

us as the Lower Salford Fire Company. There is a Clam bake for August 22 at Tylersport Fire 

Company. 

Deferred Business: Paul Schneider reported that he is very unhappy with the contract that was 

set up for him for his catering business that the trustees where supposed to put in place. It is his 

belief that not all the trustees where given the option to help in putting the contract together. He 

believes that one person took it upon himself to pull in a select group of people to help and he 

excluded others. Paul Schneider reported that he was not given the opportunity to meet with the 

group to go over things for the contract. He believes that a non-negotiable decision was made. 

He has a problem with how the process took place and after trying to contact the president twice 

he never received a phone call back. Lastly he feels as if the situation was manipulated and 

unfair. 

Robert Kulp responded by say that at the last meeting it was agreed that he would head up the 

contract which he did. He also stated that Paul Schneider didn’t agree with the price and Robert 

Kulp talked with Guy Speers and Jeffery Lesitsky.  Paul Schneider asked why all the trustees 

where not involved and why was he not given the opportunity to meet with the group and talk 

about the contract. Robert Kulp stated that he talked with other trustees and that the decition was 

that he would head up the making of the contract. That nothing is set in stone because nothing 

has been signed. 

Richard Reitz asked if anyone has found out what has happen with the Verizon cell tower. Guy 

Speers responded that they are looking into what legal action can be taken and what exactly 

happened. 

Ryan Priest made a motion that a letter is written to the township supervisors to acquire the 

statues of the cell phone tower. The motion was seconded by Richard Reitz and passed by the 

body.  

New Business: Lane Alderfer reported that the Picnic is on June 20 at 3pm. The way it works is 

that there was a deal with Harleysville that our company will buy the pig and beer and there is a 

free rental from Schwenksville fire company and Harleysville will purchase the hamburger, hot 

dogs, and mixed drinks. It is about $285 for the pig and about $245 for the beer and about $50 

for supplies. Lane Alderfer made a motion to spend $580.00 on the picnic. The motion was 

seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the body. 



Lori Smith made a motion to spend up to $400.00 from the fire police account to purchase flash 

lights. The motion was seconded by Mark Kling and passed by the body. 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Autumn Hassinger gave the attached report. A motion was made 

to accept the report by Richard Reitz and seconded by Howard Delzingaro and passed by the 

body. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Autumn Hassinger gave the attached reports. A motion was made to pay 

the bills by Richard Reitz and seconded by Mark Kling and passed by the body. 

Autumn Hassinger reported that next year she will not be doing this position so she is asking that 

anyone that is interested in becoming treasurer next year step forward now so she can start 

training them. 

Good and Welfare of the Company: No report was offered 

A motion was made at 8:39PM by Richard Reitz to Adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Christopher Imms and passed by the body. 

 

Summited by: Rachel Dornisch,  

Recording Secretary 


