
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – July 5, 2017 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:34 pm and followed by the pledge of 

allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were emailed to members due to information that is important to company 

members only.  The minutes were approved on a motion by Richard Hollingsworth, seconded by 

Debra Gilbert and passed by the body. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier read the attached report.  He also reported that the 

Firefighter II class is currently taking place, and the company will start to prepare for Folk 

Festival procedures.  He stated the company will go over mass decontamination, as well as Ryan 

Priest will create a schedule for the ATV crew.  The prerequisites to ride the ATV are Firefighter 

I and VRT, with Harleysville Fire Company signing up first.  Rules and procedures will be 

discussed at a later time.  He also reported that the Tuesday before Folk Festival will be an on-

site drill. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Charles Roop reported that Thursday, July 6 will be the last 

classroom meeting for Firefighter II, and Saturday, July 15 will be the hands-on practical 

refresher day.  He stated that if anyone who missed the class who would like to take the course, 

please attend the last classroom day and the practical.  He also reported that the officers will 

schedule a date for the mass decontamination training, and after that drill nights will go back to a 

normal schedule. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that Apparatus Night will continue on 

Thursday, July 6 and anyone who is not taking the Firefighter II class can assist in checking the 

trucks.  He also reported that Field 78 needs inspection and its brakes serviced.  The vent saw is 

back on the Engine from being OOS, and when starting it, do not over-choke. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  John Smith reported that fire police attended Daniel’s Pink Day 

and the fireworks in Limerick over the past few weeks.  He reported that he will be on vacation 

from July 27 to August 14, and in that time Lori Smith will be handling anything for the fire 

police while he is away. 

Water Rescue Report:  No report was offered. 

Trustees’ Report:  Jeremy Allen reported he walked through the parking lot with Scott Seifert 

to discuss specifications.  The final quote from Seifert Paving would be roughly $45,000, with 

permission from the Ladies Auxiliary to pay for half.  This allows the entrance and exit to be 

paved first, and filling in a broken patch and various cracks.  The project would take roughly five 

days.   The body suggested that if the fire company gathers its own supplies, then the cost would 

be subtracted from the total quote.  Thomas Burgmeier volunteered to meet with several quarries 

to investigate asphalt at better rates while the price of oil is low.  The body suggested to the 

Trustees that if pricing for materials is significantly lower, than it may be beneficial to pave the 

entire parking lot at one time. 



After discussion, the body agreed to call a special meeting for the Trustees, President, and 

Budget and Finance committee to discuss payment options, consult the Ladies Auxiliary, and 

gather material quotes after a week of deliberation.   

Harold Alderfer reported that he received three quotes to update the fire suppression system in 

the kitchen to bring it up to code.  The system is red tagged as a work order, which means it is 

still operational, but needs to be updated to be approved by the UL 300 Company.  The Trustees 

discussed the issue as something that is not being forced to update, and will not affect the Board 

of Health inspection.  Harold Alderfer’s suggestion with permission from Ryan Priest, is to table 

the issue till next month due to no immediate danger or jurisdiction for inspections.   

Johnathan Smith reported that the Trustees agreed to a verbal contract with Goshenhoppen Run 

Farm to allow the farm to use the kitchen and facilities for three to five months, about twice a 

week priced at $500.00 per month.  The Trustees sought approval from Angela’s Catering to 

continue with rental of the space as long as they do not impede on her operations.  A written 

contract will be drafted shortly to continue with the rental. 

Thomas Burgmeier consulted the Trustees about the dishwashing room that is not currently used.  

It was suggested to sell the dish washer and clear the space to use as storage for tables and chairs.  

Debra Gilbert requested a crew before an upcoming drill night to go through the room to clear it 

out. 

Debra Gilbert is waiting on a quote from the Ladies Auxiliary to replace the flooring in the 

kitchen, which will be finalized next month.   

Thomas Burgmeier brought up the issue of the old firehouse since its condition is rapidly 

deteriorating and needs to be demolished.  Richard Sacks Sr. volunteered to contact an asbestos 

company for removal. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Richard Sacks Sr. reported that the application of Meghan Wells needs to be voted 

off probation for general membership.  Nicholas Way passed ballots to the body, and the votes 

were in favor. 

Charles Roop made a motion to destroy the ballots.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Priest 

and passed by the body. 

Radio:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that the first two portables came in, and all the County 

radios.  The Engine and Squad have the radios installed, and the committee is waiting to hear 

from the grant. 

Sunshine:  No report was offered. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Pearl Luza reported that the help letter has generated $11,110 income, 

and the committee is planning to send out the second mailing after Folk Festival. 

Thomas Burgmeier reported he has communicated with the Tiki Bar of Spring Mountain to host 

a Fireman’s Night, where the company receives a portion of the proceeds and the evening is DJ-

ed by 102.9 Classic Rock station.  More details are to come. 



Guy Speers reported that the Margarita’s fundraiser will be scheduled, and the company will 

advertise on the sign, the website, Facebook, and print out flyers. 

Budget and Finance:   Guy Speers reported that the committee is still working with Terry 

Mummert to get the necessary paperwork to open up an investment account with Financial 

Voyages.  

Guy Speers reported that the cell phone tower plans have been submitted to the Township, and 

the planning commission is looking at ways to expedite the process. 

Richard Reitz reported that as soon as Verizon has a date for the zoning meeting, the company 

will be notified.  He also reported that the size of the fenced-in area has been reduced to a 30’ by 

30’ square, but Verizon is still renting a 50’ by 50’ section.   

Thomas Burgmeier reported that the repeater on top of Spring Mountain has been permanently 

shut down due to electricity funds.  Lower Frederick is looking to sell the repeater, which 

Thomas Burgmeier may buy for a reduced price and mount on the cell phone tower.  

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 27 members present. 

Banquet:   No report was offered. 

Insurance:   No report was offered. 

Nominating:  No report was offered. 

Folk Festival:  Robert Kulp reported that the date is getting closer, and he has individual people 

ordering food.  He ordered the sodas which will be delivered to the station and wrapped so they 

won’t be used.  The tent was ordered and set to arrive on Wednesday, August 2.  William Ryer 

will deliver the trailer on Sunday, August 6 and Thomas Burgmeier will arrange renting a shuttle 

van.  He also reported that they will need $12,000 in startup funds.   

He reported that the company will prepare the frozen cheesecakes and bananas on Monday, July 

24 at 7:00pm.  Help will be needed that night and more notice will be sent out sooner. 

Robert Kulp also reported that a work day will take place on Saturday, August 12, and setup of 

the kitchen supplies will be on the Thursday before Folk Festival. 

The body discussed subleasing the Schwenksville spot, or allowing a competing vendor in that 

spot, but they decided that it is best to close the area and allow more advertising for the fire 

company.  The body also decided to not allow a grilled cheese vendor to compete with the 

company’s main selling items. 

Public Events:  Guy Speers reported that a Univest Day will take place in September. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported that there was one hall rental in June, and two rentals 

scheduled for July. 

Bylaws: No report was offered. 

Truck: No report was offered. 



Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported he bought a new laptop for classroom and 

training use last month.  

Grant:  Thomas Burgmeier reported Terry Mummert is pursuing a grant to purchase an ATV, 

and he is waiting to hear about the air pack and radio grants. Guy Speers reported the state grant 

received will be used towards paying the mortgage. 

Uniform:  No report was offered. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported a help letter from North Penn Goodwill 

Company requesting donations.  The body decided that leftover food from Folk Festival will be 

donated, as well as a donation for their service of coming to the Clemmers Mill Road dwelling 

fire this year.  Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to donate $200.00 for their services.  It was 

seconded by Ryan Priest and approved by the body. 

Deferred Business:   None 

New Business:  Thomas Burgmeier is looking to buy more fire company t-shirts, and the body 

agreed that the design shall stay the same but possibly change the quality of the shirt. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Pearl Luza gave the attached reports.  A motion was made by 

Harold Alderfer to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.   It was seconded by Charles Roop 

and passed by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Pearl Luza gave the attached reports.  A motion was made by Thomas 

Burgmeier to approve the Treasurer’s report.  It was seconded by Jeremy Allen and passed by 

the body. 

Pearl Luza reported that money was not transferred to the Univest checking account last month 

to pay bills, but $11,670.94 is needed to cover expenses for July. 

Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers thanked members for those who attended the 

4th of July parade.  

Jacob Gilbert also reminded the body that the padlock to the dumpster is the master key to the 

station, so any member can access it. 

 

A motion was made at 8:30 pm by Charles Roop to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Harold Alderfer and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 


