
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – July 3, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by President Brian Clark at 7:36pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Jacob Gilbert, seconded by Richard Reitz. 
 
Chief’s Report: Deputy Chief Tom Burgmeier gave the attached report. He added that an AED has been 
added to the Utility truck and that the Utility truck should be used to respond to EMS calls. Also, 
company tee shirts and khaki shorts are to be worn for the 4th of July parade. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Ryan Priest reported a malfunction with the tank fill gauge on 
Squad 78 which will require replacement of the gauge. He estimated the cost of replacement to be 
about $2,000. Additionally, the toolbox on Squad 78 is broken and will have to be replaced. Utility 78 
will need to be equipped with seatbelt extenders. The cost is estimated to be $75 each, plus shipping. 
Ryan suggested that the company consider replacing the 12V brow light on Squad 78 and establish a 
fund to begin replacing worn tool mounts on Squad 78. Traffic 78 got four new tires installed and the air 
horn on Tanker 78 has been fixed. Hose, pump and ladder testing is scheduled for July 10th. July 11th will 
be apparatus night. Lastly, the Chief Engineer asked that the Trustees secure the door to the Engineers 
Room as it has become a mess once again. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Richard Reitz reported the training schedule for the month of 
July. Additionally, anyone who has gear, but does not have accountability tags should see Asst. Chief 
Reitz. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman offered no report for June. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Richard Sacks proposed Blake Westoff for membership. Rev Westoff expressed interest in 
becoming our company Chaplain. The committee recommended that the probationary period for Austin 
Yoder and Samantha Schneider be ended and that the probationary period for Brandon Devlin be 
continued. The committee’s recommendation was accepted by written ballot. A request for 
membership information was received from Michael Hayes. Lastly, the committee has received the list 
of members still owing dues. Those members have been contacted and decisions will be made by next 
meeting. 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported that we are still in the process of trying to purchase additional hi-band 
and 800MHz radios. 
 
Sunshine: No report was offered 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Harold Alderfer reported $800 generated by the car wash and plans to hold 
three car washes next year due to their ease and low overhead. The committee is still investigating 
additional ways to raise funds. There are no events scheduled for July and only Folk Fest in August. 
There is another Chicken BBQ in September and the Ladies will be having a Penny Auction as well. 
Depending on the weather, there may be another car wash in early October. 
 



Budget and Finance: Brian Clark reported that the Company received a $13,000 state grant. $10,000 of 
the grant money is to be used for debt reduction. That money will be added to the proceeds from the 
sale of the old Engine to pay off one of our Kansas State loans which was for our mortgage and Tanker 
78. The balance may be used to pay down the principle on our other Kansas State loan. There is a 
meeting scheduled with the accountant for a mid-year review. A report will be provided at the August 
meeting.  
 
Credentials: Neil Saunderson reported 35 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: No report was offered 
 
Nominating: No report was offered 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported that the committee had found a used 28 foot construction trailer 
with and office for sale in Collegeville. Bids for the trailer are due by July 16th. The trailer is located on 
Level Road. Frank Gormley went to look at the trailer and recommends a $1,000 maximum bid. There 
are no current bids. The meeting with Mod Space was postponed due to weather and has not been 
rescheduled yet. Barbara clarified that the Ladies Auxiliary will pay for the new trailer once we find one. 
Terry Smith added that Michael Moyer will be replacing the electrical panel at the Folk Fest site with a 
new waterproof panel. Mr. Moyer estimates a cost of $300 for the new panel and will be donating his 
labor for installation. The next Folk Festival Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 10th at 
7pm. 
 
Public Events: Lori Smith asked if there will be an Open House during Fire Prevention week. Tom 
Burgmeier said he would like to see a Thursday night event and recommended talking to the Chief to 
organize. 
 
House: Terry Smith reported a slow season this summer with $4,300 for the year through June. There is 
a rental on Saturday for Sheldon Smith’s graduation party and everyone is invited. 
 
By-Laws: No report was offered 
 
Truck Replacement: No report was offered 
 
Information Technology: Brian Clark reported that the administration is aware of several outstanding 
issues and asked that members contact him directly with any additional problems. 
 
Grant: Tom Burgmeier reported having met with John Dalvet to discuss upcoming grants. The 
committee is hoping to secure a SAFER Grant to support a training program. There is also a grant 
proposal for a compressed breathing air system in the works. Tom asked that a few members try to help 
John with some of the smaller grants that have been identified but we are not securing due to a lack of 
time to prepare submissions. 
 
Insurance: Brian Clark reported that questions had been raised regarding our use of non-member 
volunteers at company events. After meeting with our insurance rep from VFIS, the administration has 
concluded that there does not appear to be any problem with using non-member volunteers. 
 



Banquet: Brian Clark asked if there is any interest in having a banquet this year. While there does seem 
to be some interest in attending a banquet there have not been any volunteers to organize the event. 
 
Uniform: Rachel Dornisch reported that the uniforms have been picked up and asked that anyone who 
still has their ticket from the cleaner turn it over to the committee. 
 
Food Management: Robert Kulp reported a need to keep up with our exterminator contract in order to 
keep our food service license.  
 
Trustees’ Report: Trustee Robert Kulp gave the attached report. Brian Clark added that the foam tank in 
the garage will be removed and that the electoral work in the basement needs to be completed. He also 
added that township approval for the new sign should be in by next month’s meeting. 
 
Written Communications: Neil Saunderson presented a thank you note from the family whose house 
burned in Franconia in June. 
 
Deferred Business: None 
 
New Business: Deb Gilbert announced that there will be a softball game and ice-cream social for 
company members and their families on July 12th at Upper Salford Park. Sign-up in the Engine bay if you 
can go. 
Ryan Priest made a motion to spend $2,000 to replace and update the tank fill gauge on Squad 78. The 
motion was seconded by Richard Reitz. Richard Sacks asked in the new gauge is any better than the old 
one and if the replacement could be covered by a warranty. Ryan Priest explained that the new one was 
an improved version and will match the gauge on Engine 78. The motion passed. 
Ryan Priest made a motion to spend up to $200 to replace the toolbox on Squad 78. The motion was 
seconded by Richard Reitz and passed by the body. 
Ryan Priest asked if anyone would like to make a motion to spend $500 to have the brow light on Squad 
78 swapped out for a different style light. Brian Clark said he would make the swap himself. 
Robert Kulp asked if the lawn maintenance contract could be modified to include weed whacking service 
for an additional $20 per month. Brian Clark advised him to consult with the Trustees about the issue.  
Tom Burgmeier requested that the company have a boot drop during the 4th of July parade and 
afterward at the firehouse to support the families of the 19 firefighters who died in Arizona. All of the 
fire companies in the county are raising money to be sent to the relief fund. Tom made a motion to 
donate $100 toward the fund. The motion was seconded by Ryan Priest and passed by the body. 
Richard Sacks Jr. made a motion to spend up to $3,800 in grant money on gear. The motion was 
seconded by Christopher Imms and passed by the body. 
Terry Smith made a motion to spend up to $300 to have the electrical panel at the Folk Festival site 
replaced. The motion was seconded by Richard Sacks and passed by the body. 
Richard Sacks made a motion to have a housing tee shirt and card sent to Cory Letts in Afghanistan. The 
motion was seconded by everyone and passed by the body. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Autumn Hassinger gave the attached report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Autumn Hassinger provided the attached report. She also provided the current 
balances in our checking and investment accounts. The report was approved on a motion by Richard 
Reitz, seconded by Joseph Devine. 
 



Good and Welfare of the Company: Neil Saunderson gave a presentation on the online sign-up process 
for the Folk Festival volunteer schedule. Barbara Gormley emphasized that the company is not bringing 
in volunteers just so they can get to the concerts for free. 
 
A motion was made at 8:35 pm by Jacob Gilbert to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Joseph Devine and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


