
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – January 13, 2014 

Meeting was called to order by the President Brian Clark at 7:36pm. President Brian Clark 

wished everyone a Happy New Year and stated that the meetings this year are going to be stream 

lined and wants everyone giving a report particularly the committees to be prepared, quick, and 

to the point. The committees have been trimmed down as well. 

Minutes approved on a motion by Joseph Devine, seconded by Christopher Imms. 

Chief’s Report: Fire Chief Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached report. He also reported that 

himself, the Chief Engineer and President all met up to officially retire the field truck. It will be 

taken out of active service and it will not be sold. They are talking to the township about possibly 

storing it and putting antique tags on it to possibly save some money. He needs to put together a 

crew for February second to cover Harleysville Fire Company for their banquet. Chief 

Burgmeier also stated that the Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company will go out of service at 

5:30pm on January 18, 2014 for the banquet and will be out of service until 6:00am January 19, 

2014. Chief Burgmeier updated the Junior SOPs. He put in the SOPs the hours that the juniors 

are allowed to operate. For 14 to 15 year olds they are not allowed to respond to accidents with 

injuries, building fires, or hasmat calls and must be home by 10 o’clock even if the call is not 

over. For 16 to 17 year olds they are allowed to respond to calls all summer long and during the 

school year they must be home by 10 o’clock unless on a call before 10 then they are allowed to 

stay until the call is completed. The last part that Chief Burgmeier added to the SOPs is that any 

member that is 17 years or younger in the firehouse must be with someone 21 years or older. 

Any junior that is 17 years or younger that is going to be in the firehouse must be with a senior 

member 21 years or older. 

Lori Smith asked if the company gets to vote on the additions to the SOPs and Chief 

Burgmeier stated no that the SOPs are something that is written by the Chief and is not 

something that is going to be voted on. 

Training Officer’s Report: Deputy Chief Richard Reitz reported that January 16, 2014 is going 

to be the First Aid training. January 23, 2014 is going to be gear check, SCBA, and mask fit test 

which everyone must be shaved in order to be qualified. January 25 and 26, 2014 is going to be 

Pumps Operations 1 at Harleysville Fire Company and everyone going must be preregistered. 

January 30, 2014 is going to be a water rescue training. February 4, 2014 is Drive to Survive 

training. February 13, 2014 Bucks will be coming to do a pre-planning course. February 15 and 

16, 2014 is Pump Operations 2 and everyone going must be preregistered for it. Also ‘The Art of 

Reading Smoke’ training is highly recommended. Anyone with ideas for training can let Richard 

Reitz know. Each months training will be held by a different officer. 

Chief Engineer’s Report: Chief Engineer Harold Alderfer reported that Robert Kulp, Sheldon 

Smith, and Ryan Priest will all be staying on as Assistant Engineers. There has been a change for 

Engine 78 and Tanker 78. All the chains are now the same for the trucks. Chief Engineer Harold 

Alderfer needs to get the drivers licenses and medical certificates from all the drives of the 



trucks. He asked Abigail Way and Lane Alderfer to get all that information for him to make 

copies. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report: No report was offered 

Committee Reports: 

Membership: Richard Sacks reported that there was a committee meeting to talk about different 

ways to help get new members to join and help advertise the company. The committee talked 

about doing a game night that is open to the public to try and bring people in and to do a movie 

in the park during the summer to work with the park board. The next thing that the committee is 

going to do is try and call all the inactive members to see who is interested in staying a member 

and who is not. Lastly Richard Sack made an announcement that anyone with a key to the office 

and doesn’t need to have it any more needs to turn them in to him.  

Radio: Terry Smith reported for Neil Saunderson that they need to purchase some new items that 

will be brought up under new business.  

Sunshine: Arlene Cressman reported that Richard Hollingsworth had an operation that was done 

and it was successful.  

Brian Clark asked if we have sent him flowers yet and Lori Smith stated that she was 

going to send him some flowers. 

Ways, Means and Help: Jacob Gilbert reported that there will be a meeting set up at the end of 

January to set up the dates for the events for 2014. 

Budget and Finance: Autumn Hassinger reported that she is working to close the 2013 year and 

once that happens they will update the budget with the right numbers and they will have it to 

present next month. Autumn Hassinger and Brian Clark met up with a new accountant named 

Rodney who does Harleysville’s end year review as well as their tax return. Both Autumn 

Hassinger and Brian Clark liked Rodney and would like to switch him to be our new accountant. 

Brian Clark states that he is recommending that the company switches Rodney to be our 

new accountant. 

Credentials: Terry Smith reported 27 members present. 

Banquet: Autumn Hassinger stated that the banquet is going to be Saturday January 18, 2014 and 

that everyone going should have already RSVP. Autumn Hassinger made a motion to spend 

$7,500 for the banquet. The motion was seconded by Lori Smith and passed by the body. 

Richard Reitz asked what all the money included and Autumn Hassinger stated food, 

drink, tax, award, gifts, DJ, and everything else need for the banquet. Terry Smith stated 

that Lori Smith wrote up a letter to send out to different companies asking for donations 

to help support the banquet and that we received somewhere around $1,000. Also the air 

fresheners made a profit of about $800. 



Insurance: Terry Smith reported that there was a RISK survey done that himself, Paul Schneider, 

and Jeff Lesitsky attended with the man that does the insurance audit. What happened was they 

walked through and looked at all the equipment, trucks, and building to see if everything went 

well. The ansile system was of outdate so that was updated and recertified. We will be receiving 

a letter with any recommendations. 

Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley asked if anyone has met with the Folk Festival Committee and 

Thomas Burgmeier stated they have not met with the committee but just with Hank and there is 

nothing different yet for next year’s Folk Fest. 

House: Terry Smith reported that there are rentals coming up. As of the end of January John 

Smith will be taking over for him. 

 Harold Alderfer asked how much is charged for a rental and Terry Smith stated $285. 

Bylaws: No report was offered 

Information Technology: No report was offered 

Grant: President Brian Clark reported that there is going to need to be more help this year. 

Uniform: No report was offered 

Trustees’ Report: Joseph Devine reported that the water room was cleaned out and they would 

like that no one goes into the room unless it is absolutely necessary because there are lots of lose 

wires. They are looking into heat trays for the well pumps so they do not frees up again. They are 

looking into different quotes for the black top and parking lot. Joseph Devine stated that it should 

be clear to everyone that no equipment should ever be taken off the trucks. Jeffrey Lesitsky is 

replacing the lights around the building to LED lights to help cut and save money. 

Written Communications: Rachel Dornisch reported that the company had been invited to 

Brookline Fire Company’s 100
th

 Anniversary Parade on Saturday June 7, 2014. She also reported 

that the company had also been invited to Fleetwood Fire Company’s 100
th

 Anniversary Parade 

that is being held on Saturday May 31, 2014 at 1:00pm. 

Deferred Business: Lane Alderfer reported that the blood drive is going to be held on February 

24, 2014 from 2pm till 7pm. She asks that anyone willing to give blood to see her to make an 

appointment. Lane Alderfer stated that she will be meeting with Red Cross and anyone that 

wanted to come by and sit in was more than welcome to do so. 

New Business: Chief Thomas Burgmeier reported that Traffic Unit 78 is getting upgrades done 

to it. In the process of getting the upgrades it was found out that there is no way to mount the 

radio, cyber controller, the currant box for the light controller, or the upcoming arrow stick 

controller. Chief Thomas Burgmeier made a motion on behalf of Paul Schneider to spend $3,000 

to cover the rewards for the 2013 point system. The motion was seconded by Fay Scholl. 

 Terry Mummert asked if this is something that was budged. President Brian Clark 

responded by saying that Paul Schneider had asked that it be budged for 2013 but 

because the company was in the negative they did not recommend that the company 



approve it. Now any money outside of the monthly expenditure for the chief, trustees or 

chief engineer need to approved. 

The motion was brought to the body and passed with a ten to nine vote. 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Terry Smith gave the attached report. 

Treasurer’s Report: Autumn Hassinger provided the attached report. Autumn Hassinger made a 

motion to approve the bills and was seconded by Richard Sacks. The motion was brought to the 

body and passed. Autumn Hassinger made a motion to spend $30 to do a stop payment on FNBO 

bill and seconded by Joseph Devine. The motion was brought to the body and passed. 

Good and Welfare of the Company: Terry Smith reported that the small games of change 

license needs to be paid for in the amount of $100. Terry Smith made the motion to spend $100 

to renew the company’s small games of chance license and seconded by Jacob Gilbert. 

A motion was made at 8:16pm by Joseph Devine to adjourn and seconded by Jacob Gilbert. The 

motion was brought to the body and passed.  

Summited by: Rachel Dornisch, Recording Secretary 


