
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – January 2, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by President Brian Clark at 7:30pm 
 
President Brian Clark thanked all of the elected officers for volunteering to serve for the year. He also 
thanked Guy Speers and Tricia Dornisch for their past service. 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Howard Delzingaro, seconded by Terry Smith. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. The Chief announced that the Line 
Officers will remain the same for 2013, with the addition if Lane Alderfer as Junior Fire Chief. The Chief 
also reported an upcoming visit to KME on Jan. 12. The new engine should be drivable by then and 
getting painted. Engineers, drivers, and members of the Truck Committee are invited to attend.  
Additionally, there will be a crew meeting in lieu of training on Thursday, January 31st. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Ryan Priest reported that the Squad went for inspection and 
brakes. He also reported the beginning of a regular driver training program in conjunction with the 
officers. The Chief Engineer appointed Robert Kulp, Brian Clark, Sheldon Smith, and Harold Alderfer as 
Assistant Engineers. Brandon Rittenhouse made a motion to accept the appointments, seconded by 
Richard Reitz and approved by the body. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Richard Reitz reported the training schedule for the month of 
January including the beginning of a Core Rescue course at Station 89 starting January 15th. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman thanked the Fire Police for their 
assistance with the Santa Run. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Richard Sacks proposed Harry Mosey for membership. Mr. Mosey is applying to be Fire 
Police. Mr. Sacks also gave the committee’s recommendation that Harold Alderfer, John Smith, Brian 
Timins, Ronald Cessna, and Ash Kernen be accepted as full members, having completed their 
probationary period. All recommended members were accepted following a written ballot.  
 
Radio: Howard Delzingaro reported that replacement batteries are available for Apollo pagers. Thomas 
Burgmeier reported having contacted Marriott’s Emergency Equipment regarding an upgrade to the 
Motorola XTS 2500 radios that would enable voice identification of selected channels.  
 
Sunshine: No report was offered 
 
Ways, Means and Help: No report was offered 
 
Budget and Finance: Paul Maurer reported that letters had been sent to prepare for the PEMA loan 
(new Engine). He requested that all committee chairpersons and any other members who require 
consideration for the 2013 or 2014 budget turn in spending forecasts as soon as possible.  Brian Clark 
reported plans to prepare the 2014 budget by the end of December. 
 



Credentials: Paul Maurer reported 48 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Lane Alderfer reported training at 10am on January 19th. 
 
Nominating: No report was offered 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported that she and Robert Kulp attended a meeting between the 
Township and Folk Song Society. There will be a follow-up meeting to discuss business related to the Fire 
Company on January 22nd. Only Lisa Schwartz is scheduled to represent the Folk Song Society. 
 
Public Events: No report was offered. Brian Clark asked the committee to plan a housing event for the 
new Engine in March. 
 
House: Terry Smith thanked Cathy Sacks for all of her hard work over the past several years. He also 
reported that the Hall is booked every Saturday until mid-February. Mr. Smith announced that all 
members will be required to fill out a standard rental contract, even for free rentals. 
 
By-Laws: Richard Reitz reported plans to organize a meeting in January. 
 
Truck Replacement: No report was offered 
 
Information Technology: Guy Speers reported that the computer in the Radio Room is down again. Mr. 
Speers reported a plan to replace the Office computer with a better system and move the existing Office 
computer to the Radio Room. 
 
Grant: Brian Clark reported that John Dalvet has volunteered to chair the committee and that Mr. Dalvet 
plans to hold regular meetings and plans to secure grants this year. 
 
Insurance: Brian Clark reported that the Township Supervisors had approved all planned fire company 
events with the exception of the Banquet and Picnic. Despite not having workmen’s comp coverage for 
these events FRA coverage is still in place. Mr. Clark also reported that the Rescue truck has been 
successfully removed from the auto insurance policy and that the old Engine will be removed this 
month. Additionally, insurance premiums will likely rise in the near future due to legislation which 
exposes fire companies to law suits filed by members who contract cancer due to their work for the 
company. 
 
Banquet: No report was offered 
 
Uniform: Tricia Dornisch requested input regarding designs. Ms. Dornisch also expressed her desire to 
see all uniforms stored at the station in a gear room. Pricing will be provided at the next meeting. 

Paul Schneider asked that all members be brought up to the current standard.  
Discussion followed about the pros/cons of station storage with several members expressing a 
desire to purchase their uniforms. 

 
Food Management: No Report was offered 
 
Trustees’ Report: Jeffery Lesitsky reported that new lights have been installed in the Engineer’s Room 
and the light switch fixed. The outdoor light between the Hall entrance and the kitchen is broken and 



will need to be replaced. The phone system is not functioning properly; we cannot retrieve voicemail 
messages. Guy Speers and William James will look into fixing the phones. Mr. Lesitsky also reported that 
the heaters in the Engine bay are all working, but the thermostats have some issue. The trustees will see 
about replacing the thermostats, possibly including a pin code or physical lock on the new thermostats 
to prevent tampering. It was noted that the Traffic Unit and Special Service 78 now have garage door 
openers in them. Additionally, Mr. Lesitsky announced the trustees’ decision to keep the tractor. It does 
not have much value, there was no success selling it and it is used from time to time. Also, Friday the 
11th will be the last day to remove personal items from the garage before a thorough cleanout.  The 
basement demolition was a success, and the trophies were preserved. The soda machine has been 
removed (kitchen fridge will be used for soda and water storage). Lights in the Ladies room have been 
fixed. Lastly, the Trustees asked that everyone close doors, lock outer doors and turn off heat and lights 
when leaving. Robert Kulp will be posting a contact sheet with instructions for contacting a Trustee. 

Thomas Burgmeier asked for a written accident policy. Brian Clark said he would provide on 
within the week. 
Ryan Priest asked that the pressure washer be installed in the Engine bay. 
Barbara Gormley asked that members be mindful of functions and hall rentals when storing 
things in the kitchen fridge. 

 
Written Communications: None 
 
Deferred Business: None 
 
New Business: Paul Schneider made a motion to spend up to $500 to renew the fire crew’s 
subscriptions to Firehouse Magazine for one year. The motion was seconded by Richard Reitz and 
passed by the body. Guy Speers made a motion to spend $1,200 to replace the office computer with a 
server-based unit. The motion was seconded by Robert Kulp. Discussion followed regarding the cost of a 
server-based unit versus a desktop workstation. The motion was passed by the body. Lori Smith made a 
motion to spend up to $40 to replace the belt, suspenders and gloves on the Santa costume. The motion 
was seconded by Jeffery Lesitsky and passed by the body. 
 
Justin Kulp offered an update on the Swift Water Rescue Team. The team now consists of stations 78 
and 73 and is open to all members of both companies. Monthly trainings will be scheduled and 
announced (via email) to everyone on the team roster. Christopher Alderfer has been chosen as Water 
Rescue Lieutenant for Upper Salford and Robert Dare for Schwenksville. The team is looking into taking 
a trip to a water sports training facility in either Maryland or North Carolina sometime this year. Mr. 
Kulp added that Harleysville Community Fire Company has expressed interest in working with the water 
rescue team. Also certification courses will be offered regularly throughout the year, including advance 
line systems and other rescue related classes. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: No report was offered (no money spent) 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Tricia Dornisch provided the attached report. A motion to accept the report and pay 
the bills was made by Howard Delzingaro, seconded by Guy Speers and passed by the body.  

Paul Schneider asked if Marriott’s Emergency Equipment had been paid. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Justin Kulp asked who paid the fees associated with getting a CDL. It 
was determined that drivers are responsible for those fees. 
 



A motion was made at 8:33pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 
by Joe Devine and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


