
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – February 6, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by President Brian Clark at 7:30pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Robert Kulp, seconded by Jeff Lesitsky. 
 
Chief’s Report: Chief Paul Schneider read the attached report. The Chief then took a moment to 
announce that the Chief’s Award for 2012 had been presented to Howard Delzingaro at the pervious 
crew meeting. Chief Schneider informed the company that delivery of Engine 78 is expected in early 
March and that the funds from the township will be available at the March township Supervisors 
meeting. The chief asked that a crew be assembled to assist the township with a controlled burn on 
Saturday at 9am. The chief then expressed his feeling that the Points System used for 2012 has been a 
success. The rewards and recognition had been given at the crew meeting and the system will continue 
in 2013 with a few revisions and tweaks. Lastly, the Chief reminded crew members that they must sign 
in after calls, training, work details and the like for they cannot be given credit. Additionally, no crew 
members are to leave after calls or training without being released by the Chief or Officer in Charge. 
Anyone who does leave without permission will lose credit for that activity. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Ryan Priest reported that Apparatus night will consist of 
preparing tools and equipment for the new Engine as well fixing the mirrors on the Squad. He asked that 
drivers especially be aware of water spillage on the roadways on cold days. The last topic to report was 
driver training. There is a sign-up sheet on the board outside the engineer’s room for persons interested 
in learning to drive a truck. Current and potential drivers will need to submit a driver’s license and 
medical card. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Richard Reitz reported the training schedule for the month 
with the addition of a Pump I class at Station 72 March 16th and 17th followed by Pump II in June. Also, 
he noted that trainings are scheduled approximately 1 ½ to 2 months in advance. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Captain Arlene Cressman announced a Public 
Relations/Communication class to be held at the station on Feb. 23 & 24. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Richard Sacks reported the resignation of Steven Henderson, due to his having left the 
country for an extended period of time. He also reported that Samantha Ryer has resigned from active 
crew and will now be a Support Member. Deb Gilbert, a current member of the Ladies Auxiliary, has also 
applied to be a Support Member. Mr. Harry Mosey was invited to introduce himself before the 
committee’s recommendation was presented. The committee recommended the acceptance of Harry 
Mosey as Emergency Personnel (Fire Police), pending the successful completion of a background check. 
The recommendation was seconded by Richard Hollingsworth and Mr. Mosey’s application was 
approved by the body. 
 
Radio: Howard Delzingaro reported that pager tests will be conducted over the next month. He also 
reported that the I Am Responding system will now be managed by the Radio Committee. Finally, Mr. 
Delzingaro asked that members not leave radios is cold vehicles for extended periods of time. 
 



Sunshine: No report was offered 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Jake Gilbert reported that the committee had held a meeting in January and 
plans to hold a follow-up meeting in February when Hal Alderfer returns from a business trip. The 
committee is planning at least two chicken BBQ’s, a flea market and a carwash this year with a few other 
ideas still being discussed. The first event will most likely take place in April, with exact dates to be 
provided at next month’s meeting. 
 
Budget and Finance: Autumn Hassinger reported that the preliminary budget forecast is way over our 
expected revenues for the year. She added that the prosoed spending plan has been submitted to our 
accountant for review of our liabilities. Brian Clark requested that members please attend next month’s 
meeting to review the budget, discuss details and how decisions were reached. He noted that in the 
process of building this year’s budget from scratch the committee had discovered several surprises that 
had not been previously accounted for. 
 Paul Schneider asked why our accountant had not alerted us to these potential problems 

sooner. Mr. Clark explained that we had not been operating from a strict budget in the past, 
merely paying bills. 

 
Credentials: Autumn Hassinger Reported 39 members present. 
 
Junior Fire Brigade: Lane Alderfer reported that training in February will be a continuation of January’s 
training. She also reminded Junior’s that report cards must be submitted. 
 
Nominating: No report was offered 
 
Folk Fest: Barbara Gormley reported that Lisa Schwartz had come to meet with the committee. Topics of 
conversation included fairness in food and drink selections as well as the prospect of having a Pole Barn 
erected on premises this year. Mrs. Gormley said that the meeting had gone well and that Ms. Schwartz 
seemed willing to work with the Company. 
 
Public Events: No report was offered.  
 
House: Terry Smith reported a busy month for hall rentals, with about $1,600 in revenue. Mr. Smith 
provided rental dates for February through early June and asked that the people organizing trainings 
and events at the station please check with him regarding available dates or conflicts with hall rentals. 

Jeff Lesitsky asked if the house committee would take charge of the ice machine. Mr. Smith 
declined. 

 
By-Laws: Richard Reitz reported having conducted a meeting in January. He reported the consensus of 
opinion to be that there should been no major changes to the by-laws unless some urgent issues are 
raised in the course of the year. 
 
Truck Replacement: No report was offered 
 
Information Technology: Brian Clark reported that a server has been purchased to replace the Office 
computer. This should help improve security and convenience. Some members will need to create logins 
for that computer and remote access will be established in the near future. As relates to Firehouse 
Software, an update will cost about $2,000. However, many companies are now using an online system 



developed by PEMA and the state fire commissioner’s office. The committee plans to explore this option 
further. 
 
Grant: John Dalvet reported that he has been actively investigating grant opportunities and found both 
Federal and State grants that look promising. If anyone is aware of any other grants, please let him 
know. The next committee meeting is planned for Monday, so please let him know of anything by then. 
Also the meeting will be open to any interested members. 
 
Insurance: Brian Clark reported that the policies for the trucks have been completely sorted out. He had 
a meeting with the township and everything is good on the insurance front. We will be receiving $3,000 
in credits from the insurance company for premiums paid on trucks we did not own. Mr. Clark also 
presented a guide book for accidents obtained from VFIS. Chief Schneider is to review the SOGs for crew 
members involved in accidents and Mr. Clark will handle the administrative rules. 
 
Banquet: No report was offered 
 
Uniform: Howard Delzingaro reported a plan for the private purchase of job shirts. Prices from Nyce, 
same as current shirts, are $61. Shirts with patches and name tape are $57. Brian Clark asked members 
to bring uniforms to the station by next meeting for storage at the station. 

Neil Saunderson asked if members will be able to purchase their uniforms. 
 
Food Management: No Report was offered 
 
Trustees’ Report: Jeff Lesitsky reported having performed repairs to the lights and that the basement 
has now been completely stripped. He asked that anyone doing electrical work please check what each 
breaker does before switching it on or off. The trustees are trying to cleanup and re-label the breaker 
boxes, but for now please be careful. Saturday, Feb. 16th is a work detail to clean up the polebarn and 
garage. Anything left there on that day will be disposed of. Also the floor in the rental hall is to be 
cleaned that day. Expect to work from 8-11am.  Robert Kulp thanked Paul Schneider and Ronald Cessna 
for having the siren re-mounted. 
 
Written Communications: The Montgomery Country Firemen’s association would like to use our station 
to hold their meeting on June 1st. The Marlborough Township Police Department sent a letter thanking 
the Fire Police for their assistance last month. 
 
Deferred Business: None 
 
New Business: Barbara Gormley said she plans to contact Rep. Topel’s office to get some clarifications 
on the rules regarding our Small Games of Chance license. She also asked that for members to come 
help on Friday the 15th and Saturday the 16th of March to set up for Penny Auction. 
 Richard Reitz presented the Firefighter of the Year Award for 2012 to Neil Saunderson.  
 Paul Schneider noted that he may break with tradition and will award the Chief’s Award to any 
deserving member, regardless of when they received the award last. 
 Paul Schneider made a motion to spend $679 to replace the mirrors on the Squad and try to sell 
the old mirrors on eBay to help cover the cost. The motion was seconded by Ryan Priest and passed by 
the body. 
 Autumn Hassinger mentioned that the Souderton Area School District is offering keys to knox 
boxes on their buildings. 



 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Autumn Hassinger reported income of $6,975 for the month of January. 
The report was approved on a motion by Richard Reitz and seconded by Richard Sacks. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: autumn Hassinger presented the attached report. She noted that we will not be 
paying the bill for Firehouse Software and that the $1,000 spent on the new server for the office has still 
not been billed. Our checking balance stands at $22,871.99. A motion to approve the report and pay the 
bills was made by Lori Smith, seconded by Richard Reitz and passed by the body. 
 
Recording Secretary’s Report: Neil Saunderson reported that meeting minutes are posted in the bin 
outside the Chief’s office and on the website. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Paul Schneider asked that someone reach out to some local 
companies and get bottled water donated. 
 
A motion was made at 8:36pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 
by Ryan Priest and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


