
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – December 6, 2017 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:36 PM and followed by the pledge of 

allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were posted and emailed to members.  A motion to approve the minutes 

was made by Deborah Gilbert.  It was seconded by Robert Kulp and approved by the body. 

Chief’s Report: Thomas Burgmeier did not have a chief’s report this month, however, a copy 

will be attached to the minutes on the bulletin board. He reported that next week the crew will 

attend Tylersport’s housing for their Squad, then Lower Frederick’s Christmas party is the 

following week, and we are off the rest of December for the holidays.  For any training ideas, 

please contact Charles Roop.  The Santa Run will be on Saturday, December 16.   

Training Officer’s Report: Charles Roop requested that if anyone has training ideas for 2018, 

please contact him. He says he will adapt a schedule next year to follow, and hopefully more 

people aim to attend drills.  He reported there will be a “Drive to Survive” course hosted by 

Green Lane in 2018 for apparatus drivers, more details to follow. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that he is still trying to get all drivers’ 

medical records, drivers licenses and expirations up to date.  They will continue to finish that, 

and will be reaching out to members shortly for information.  Tomorrow night is Apparatus 

Night, please attend if you can make it.   With snow season coming up, Harold Alderfer will 

contact the Assistant Engineers to put chains on the vehicles.  All the equipment is up to date 

with inspections.  He stated that the green tractor project will be finished tomorrow evening. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  No report was offered. 

Water Rescue Report:  No report was offered. 

Trustees’ Report:  Christopher Alderfer reported that the Trustees will keep a list of people to 

acknowledged to drive the tractor for snow removal.  He asks members to stop in and remove 

snow if they see it is not already done. 

Guy Speers reported that Jefferey Lesitsky has resigned from his position as Trustee, and the 

position will need to be filled this month.  Neil Saunderson clarified that the bylaws state in the 

event of an open position for company officers, the position shall be filled immediately at the 

next company meeting. There will be an additional write in for Trustee in the elections. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Guy Speers reported that dues payment will begin in January 2018.  Neil 

Saunderson read the membership portion of the bylaws aloud to the body.  A member can either 

pay the $2.00 in person to the Financial Secretary or Treasurer, or mail the dues to the company 

and sign a form of acknowledgment. 

Lane Alderfer also reported the general meeting attendance for 2017.  An attendance sheet for 

the year was passed to the body to show voting eligibility for 2018. She clarified that a member 

must attend six general meetings to attain member in good standing status, and members must 



remember to sign-in to get credit. If you cannot attend general meetings due to work or school, 

please mail or email a letter to the Recording Secretary to receive credit for the month. 

Radio:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that Todd Bonjo will take the radio committee next year.  

He also reported that the repeater is programmed off of the station antenna unless the cell phone 

tower goes up.  The local channel still works; however members should not play with the black 

repeater box in the engine room. 

Sunshine:  No report was offered.  

Ways, Means and Help:  Deborah Gilbert reported she is working on a new project, and will 

consult with Neil Saunderson. 

Budget and Finance: Richard Reitz read aloud the budget for 2018, which was proposed last 

month.  Christopher Alderfer reported that the renter for the kitchen has opted to go elsewhere, 

so there is a $10,000 loss projected for that line item.  The outlines for the contract will be 

discussed with the Trustees.  Richard Reitz made a recommendation to vote on the budget this 

meeting or clean the budget to be voted on in January 2018, so it reports an accurate deficit.  It 

was agreed to eliminate the expense for Chicken BBQ, because it is unclear whether there will 

be another one in the future.  A motion to approve the proposed budget was made by Charles 

Roop, and it was seconded by Nicholas Way.  All members were in favor and the motion passed.  

Richard Reitz reported he was unable to attend the Zoning Board Hearing, but he heard there 

was a good turnout from the fire company. He will be consulting with Verizon’s attorney, Brian 

Marelli, for the next meeting scheduled on January 8, 2018. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported there were 27 members present. 

Banquet:  Deborah Gilbert reported the potluck banquet will be on Saturday, January 20, 2018.  

She said it will be casino themed, so she can test the theme for a potential fundraiser.  Wine and 

beer will be provided.  

Insurance:   No report was offered. 

Nominating:  Guy Speers reopened the floor for nominations for the position of Trustee:  

Harold Alderfer nominated Charles Roop for Trustee. It was seconded by Thomas Burgmeier. 

Charles Roop accepted the nomination. 

Deborah Gilbert nominated Nicholas Way for Trustee. Nicholas Way declined the nomination. 

Ryan Priest was nominated for Trustee in the November general meeting.  He accepted the 

nomination. 

A motion was on the floor to close nominations for Trustee. The motion was made by Richard 

Reitz and seconded by Richard Sacks Jr.  The body was in favor and motion carried. 

Guys Speers reopened the floor for nominations for the position of Treasurer: 

Thomas Burgmeier nominated Colleen Reitz for Treasurer. It was seconded by Ryan Priest. 

Colleen Reitz accepted the nomination.  

Autumn Hassinger nominated Harry Mosey for Treasurer.  It was seconded by Stephanie 

Passanante.  Harry Mosey declined the nomination. 



Harold Alderfer made a motion to close the floor for nominations for Treasurer.  It was seconded 

by Robert Kulp. The body was in favor and motion carried. 

Neil Saunderson interpreted the bylaws to the body for nominating officers’ positions. It states 

you must be a member in good standing, which is defined as attending six or more regular 

company meetings per year and remain current on membership dues.  It was argued that no one 

in the body is a member in good standing because dues were not carried out for 2017.  

Established precedent covered that an open position for Treasurer needed to be filled, and no 

member in good standing accepted the nomination. 

There was open discussion on the position requirements for Treasurer, and suggested future 

provisions in the bylaws to define member-in good standing.  Autumn Hassinger requested that 

moving forward, any issues with the way an officer or administration carries out their position 

must be addressed before nominations in general meetings. 

The results of the nominations came back to the President, and they reflect the accepted 

nominations. 

A motion was made to destroy ballots by Harold Alderfer. It was seconded by Richard Sacks Jr. 

and approved by the body.  

Folk Festival:  Robert Kulp reported that he plans to remove baked potatoes, walking tacos, 

nachos, bananas, cheesecake, pasta and turkey legs from the menu, and reduce the amount of 

sweet potato fries in order to cut startup costs and make the menu reflect manpower. Any 

suggestions should be run by Robert Kulp personally. 

Public Events:  Lori Smith reported that the Santa Run is Saturday, December 16 starting at 

11:30am.  She asked the floor for participation in the Santa Run, and Thomas Burgmeier said he 

will get pizza donated for the fire company.  Lori Smith has picked up the chocolate candy and 

will order oranges next week. She asked the fire company to be in station by 11:00am for 

departure. The Santa Run flyer was put on the Salford Hills Elementary School website, and 

posted in two post offices, Landis Supermarket, the fire company Facebook page and website, 

and put on the front sign. 

 Lori Smith also reported that the tree lighting has been an annual event for the fire company for 

years, and it is sponsored by a private group of Township residents.  The lack of support for the 

event and negativity in the company has caused her to resign from current committees; Folk 

Festival, Fire Prevention, Santa Run, Help Letter, Chicken BBQ, Sunshine. 

There was open discussion on the lack of membership volume in calls, trainings, community 

events, and overall morale of the company.  Thomas Burgmeier reported the biggest priority is to 

remain active in community involvement despite current projects. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported there were no hall rentals in November and two rentals 

planned for December. He reported that in any rental, the fire company reserves the right to 

cancel the rental due to weather emergencies. 

Bylaws: No report was offered. 

Truck: No report was offered. 



Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported that he will install a computer for the radio room 

shortly. 

Grant:  No report was offered. 

Uniform:  No report was offered. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported two cards thanking the fire company for 

doing a missing person search in Green Lane Borough and hosting the Margaritas fundraiser. 

Deferred Business:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that the raffle for the grill was not very 

successful in sales, so the date for drawing will be postponed till the Santa Run. 

Deborah Gilbert confirmed if the fire company could set up a table at Landis Supermarket to sell 

tickets as customers walk in. It was approved. 

New Business:  Guy Speers reported that the committee list will be passed around and members 

are encouraged to write down two committee choices for 2018. Each committee will then receive 

a chairman to get the committees running properly in 2018. 

 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Pearl Luza read the attached reports.   

A motion to approve the Financial Secretary’s report was made by Richard Sacks Sr., seconded 

by Jeremy Allen and approved by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Harry Mosey read the attached reports.  Harry Mosey reported that there 

will be two additional bills to add to the report. 

A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Harold Alderfer, seconded by Autumn 

Hassinger and approved by the body. 

 

Good and Welfare of the Company: Guy Speers thanked the members of the fire company for 

their constant participation in operational tasks, and thanked the company for his past two years 

as President.  He apologized for his six months of absence which has caused inconsistencies in 

morale and communication in the administration.  He offered support for Neil Saunderson as 

President in 2018, whom is open to new ideas and suggestions.   

 

A motion was made at 9:05 PM by to adjourn the meeting by Richard Sacks Jr. It was seconded 

by Charles Roop and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 

 


