
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – December 4, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by Vice President Terry Smith at 7:37pm. Vice President Smith thanked Deb 
Gilbert, Rachel Dornisch, Olivia Gordon and Lane Alderfer for providing food during the meeting. 
  
Minutes approved on a motion by Christopher Imms, seconded by Joseph Devine. 
 
Chief’s Report: Fire Chief Paul Schneider gave the attached report. He also reported having met with the 
township to discuss emergency plans for the Folk Festival. Additionally, the hi-band radios are in, but not 
in service yet. We are borrowing a “78 Local” channel from Skippack until we get our own. Chief 
Schneider also congratulated Lori Smith for making her first active fire call as an apparatus driver.  
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Ryan Priest reported that apparatus night will be on the 5th. 
Harold Alderfer will be transitioning in as the new Chief Engineer and will need help from the crew to 
keep things going. Lastly, there is salt in all of the trucks, use it on calls or if significant amounts of water 
is spilled on the way to or back from calls. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Deputy Chief Thomas Burgmeier reported a water rescue drill to be held next 
week and the possibility of doing something the day after Christmas if there is enough interest. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: No report was offered 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: No Report was offered 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported that hi-band radios will be installed shortly with a training night to 
follow. He also informed the company that the County is completing the re-banding process this month 
by removing the old channels from the radios. As a result, all radios will have to be turned in for one day 
again. 
 
Sunshine: No report was offered 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Jacob Gilbert reported that there are no more events for this year and that the 
committee will meet in January to make the schedule for 2014. 
 
Budget and Finance: Brian Clark reported that the 2014 budget forecast is coming together. The 
numbers for the past year are being distributed along with the projections for 2014 spending. As it 
stands we are short by about $43,000. President Clark would like to switch accountants in 2014 and has 
had some discussions with Reynolds & Pitner of Pottstown. A new accounting company should be able 
to help us manage expenses and grow our funds as well as provide regular financial reports.  Ryan Priest 
made a motion to give the president permission to share financial information with potential accounting 
firms to assess options and get pricing. The motion was seconded by Richard Sacks. Guy Speers asked if 
there were other accountants in mind and if the information would be shared with them too. (Yes to 
both.) The motion was passed by the body. 
 
Credentials: Brian Clark reported 37 members present. 



 
Junior Fire Brigade: Lane Alderfer reported that joint trainings with Station 89 will be postponed until 
January due to the holiday schedules at both companies. 
 
Nominating: Richard Sacks reported that the committee and company officers had reviewed the issues 
and nominations from the previous month. He then made a motion to re-open nominations for 2014 
positions. The motion was seconded by Joseph Devine, nominations were re-opened. Mr. Sacks, in 
reported that in addition to the vacant positions which will be filled tonight, there was one invalid 
nomination from last month. Harry Mosey, who had been nominated as Treasurer does not have 
enough active service yet to hold the position. As a result a new member must be nominated for that 
position as well. 
Richard Sacks, on behalf of the nominating committee, nominated Brian Clark for President. The motion 
was seconded by Jeff Lesitsky and accepted by President Clark. 
 Richard Sacks, on behalf of the nominating committee, nominated Thomas Burgmeier for Chief. The 
motion was seconded by Jacob Gilbert and accepted by Deputy Chief Burgmeier.  
Richard Sacks, on behalf of the nominating committee, nominated Terry Smith for Treasurer. The 
motion was seconded by Harold Alderfer and accepted by Vice President Smith.  
Since Terry Smith had been the nominee for Financial Secretary Richard Sacks, on behalf of the 
nominating committee, nominated Neil Saunderson for Financial Secretary. The motion was seconded 
by Jacob Gilbert and accepted by Secretary Saunderson. 
Since Neil Saunderson had been the nominee for Recording Secretary Richard Sacks, on behalf of the 
nominating committee, nominated Rachel Dornisch for Recording Secretary. 
Having filled all of the available positions Richard Sacks made a motion that nominations be closed. The 
motion was seconded by Brandon Rittenhouse and nominations for 2014 were closed. 
 
Folk Fest: No report was offered 
 
Public Events: Lori Smith reported that this Sunday at 7pm the township will have its tree lighting 
ceremony at Upper Salford Park and asked that we bring Santa. Saturday December 14th is the Santa 
Run. Members should meet at the station at 11am with job shirts, if the weather permits. 
 
House: Terry Smith reported that the end of the year has been very busy for rentals and that January 
into February is almost all booked already. He asked that if there is snow on a weekend that someone 
try to remove it quickly as there is likely to be a rental. Terry reported income of $7,085 year-to-date for 
hall rentals. He also announced that John Smith will be taking over hall rentals for next year and asked 
that members help him out as much as possible. 
 
By-Laws: No report was offered 
 
Truck Replacement: No report was offered 
 
Information Technology: No report was offered 
 
Grant: No report was offered 
 
Insurance: No report was offered 
 



Banquet: Rachel Dornisch asked that anyone who has not given her their sweatshirt size please do so 
quickly. Lane Alderfer reported that the banquet will be held on Saturday January 15th at the Bay Pony 
Inn. There will be a DJ. The area chiefs are being invited and an e-vite is going out to members and she 
asked that everyone RSVP by Dec 31st. The committee solicited donations to help offset the cost of the 
event and has raised $400 from area businesses so far and sold $1,000 worth of air-fresheners.  

Thomas Burgmeier asked that the committee consider adding an award for a person or business 
who has done the most for us in the past year. 

 
Uniform: No report was offered 
 
Food Management: No report was offered  
 
Trustees’ Report: Jeffery Lesitsky reported having mounted a VCR and the PA system on collapsible 
shelves.  He also reported that LED light fixtures have been ordered for the two most used exterior 
doors and the Christmas lights are up. The van will go to auction in the spring, when we can hope for a 
better price. Until then it is inspected and usable. Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to set a minimum 
price of $1,000 for the van. The motion was seconded by Ryan Priest and passed by the body. 

Paul Schneider asked if there has been any progress on LED lighting for the parking lot. Mr. 
Lesitsky explained that there are $400 replacement lights available as well as $100 replacement 
parts. He has ordered a replacement unit to see how well it works before making a decision. 
Barbara Gormley and Debra Gilbert asked if the trustees could have the basement cleaned out 
so that the Ladies can have more storage space. The trustees offered to schedule a cleanup day 
as soon as practical, but noted that the space is usable now as long as objects are not left on the 
floor due to recurring water infiltration. 

 
Written Communications: Neil Saunderson reported having received a letter from the township 
approving the submitted list of 2014 non-emergency events. There was also a thank you note from 
Tylersport Fire Company for sending a stand-by crew during their Haunted Hayride in October. 
 
Deferred Business:  None 
 
New Business: The results of the election were revealed at this time: Chief – Thomas Burgmeier; Chief 
Engineer – Harold Alderfer; Fire Police Captain – Arlene Cressman; President – Brian Clark; Vice 
President – Richard Sacks; Treasurer – Terry Smith; Financial Secretary – Neil Saunderson; Recording 
Secretary – Rachel Dornisch; Trustee – Jeffery Lesitsky. Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to spend 
$800 to buy reflective chevrons for the back of the trucks. The motion was seconded by Jeffery Lesitsky 
and passed by the body. Lane Alderfer mentioned that the Red Cross had contacted her and asked that 
we host another blood drive at the end of February. Guy Speers made a motion that the January regular 
company meeting be moved from the first Wednesday of the month to the second Monday of the 
month due to the New Year’s holiday. The motion was seconded by Richard Hollingsworth and passed 
by the body. The new date will be January 8, 2014. Jeffery Lesitsky made a motion to spend up to $650 
to have the driver’s side front fender on Traffic 78 replaced. Brian Clark asked that the motion be tabled 
until next month. The motion was tabled. Thomas Burgmeier announced his Line Officers for 2014: 
Richard Reitz, Deputy Chief; Paul Schneider, Assistant Chief; Richard Sacks Jr., Battalion Chief; Brandon 
Rittenhouse, Captain; Howard Delzingaro, Lieutenant; Justin Kulp, Water Rescue Captain. Jeremy Allen 
made a motion to accept the line officers for 2014. The motion was seconded by Jacob Gilbert and 
passed by the body. Thomas Burgmeier noted that January 2nd will still be apparatus night at the station. 
Brian Clark announced that he has signed the company up with PA Fire Recovery, a billing specialist to 



help collect money from insurance companies. He will have a discussion with the township supervisors 
before implementing the system. Thomas Burgmeier made a motion to have the Chief, President and 
Trustees organize the loose, unwanted fire equipment lying around the station and sell it. The proceeds 
of the equipment sale, along with any money from the sale of the van, are to be set aside for a future 
acquisition. The motion was seconded by Jeffery Lesitsky and passed by the body. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Terry Smith gave the attached report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Terry Smith provided the attached report. There was some discussion of the PECO 
bill. The report was approved on a motion by Guy Speers, seconded by Ryan Priest. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: Terry Smith congratulated Lori Smith on having achieved 30 years 
of membership. He added that she was the company’s first female member. Paul Schneider asked 
anyone wishing to renew their subscription to Firehouse magazine to let him know. Brian Clark 
expressed the company’s thanks to Paul Schneider for his years of service as chief. 
 
A motion was made at 8:50 pm by Joseph Devine to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Christopher Imms and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


