
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –August 9, 2016 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:34 pm.  

Minutes approved on a motion by, Deborah Gilbert and seconded by Robert Kulp. 

The general meeting of the Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company was originally scheduled for 

Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at 7:30pm.  Due to a vehicle accident that required the fire crew and 

fire police to respond for the majority of the night, the meeting was postponed to Tuesday, 

August 9, 2016. 

Chief’s Report: Richard Sacks Jr. gave the attached report in place of Thomas Burgmeier.  He 

also reminded members that Thomas Burgmeier will resume with an ATV sign-up sheet for Folk 

Festival on the following Thursday, and he will make a schedule for the first responding 

apparatus’. He also reminded members that the Folk Festival drill night will be Tuesday, August 

16.   Details are to follow with the time of the drill. 

Training Officer’s Report:  No report was offered. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Robert Kulp reported in place of Harold Alderfer, stating Field 78 is 

back in service after last month’s repairs.   

Howard Delzingaro also reported that Utility 78 was out of service last month for maintenance 

on its high pressure oil pump, but it is now back in service. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report: Lori Smith reported that letters were mailed to surrounding 

company’s fire police asking for help with Folk Festival. 

Water Rescue Report:   No report was offered. 

Trustees’ Report:  Robert Kulp reported the HVAC system was repaired in the office area after 

experiencing burnt fuses and wires.  He also stated he will spray weed killer around the front of 

the station. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Lane Alderfer brought up the applications of Jordan Marzolf for junior fire crew 

and Stephanie Passante for general membership. 

She also brought up Matthew Kochersperger, Elizabeth Imms and Todd Bonjo to be voted off 

probation.  Ballots were passed around to the body, and the body voted them all in favor. 

The membership committee decided to suspend voting on the application of Brandon Bonjo for 

another month, in order for members to formally meet him. 

A motion was made to destroy the ballots by Howard Delzingaro, it was seconded by Richard 

Sacks Jr. and approved by the body. 

Radio:  No report was offered. 



Sunshine:   Lori Smith regretfully reported that honorary life member, Owen “Skip” Davis, has 

passed away this month.  His service and burial took place on Friday, August 9 at Tabor Hill 

Methodist Church and his burial was followed in Conshohocken.  She also reported a donation 

was made in lieu of Owen Davis, which will go to buying a fruit basket for his wife. 

Lori Smith made a motion to set aside a page in the minute books in memory of Owen Davis, 

with a list of his achievements in the company.  The motion was seconded by Guy Speers, and 

passed by the body. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Guy Speers reported that the help letter donations are being tracked, 

and a secondary mailing will take place after Folk Festival. 

Budget and Finance:   Autumn Hassinger reported that the committee will suspend its efforts 

until after Folk Festival, and then Jonathan Crouthamel will arrange meetings with investment 

advisors and the company trustees.   

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 13 members present. 

Banquet:   Deborah Gilbert reported she has gathered information on venues and will distribute 

the information after Folk Festival when the committee begins planning the Winter Banquet. 

Insurance:   No report was offered. 

Nominating: No report was offered. 

Folk Festival: Robert Kulp reminded the body of important dates regarding Folk Festival and 

schedule cards were passed around to members.  Thursday, August 11 at 5:00pm will be a large 

setup day, and members are encouraged to bring pickup trucks to help with the move.  Saturday, 

August 13 will be another all day setup, and Monday, August 15 is when the food will be picked 

up.  Finally on Thursday, August 18 there will be a final setup evening preparing for the start of 

the weekend. 

He also reported that the company will need volunteers to help with the boot drive on Thursday, 

August 18 during the day. 

Lori Smith made a motion to get $5,000 worth of startup change for Folk Festival.  It was 

seconded by Deborah Gilbert and passed by the body. 

Robert Kulp also asked the members to monitor the large standup freezer in the engine room, to 

make sure the breakers do not flip and turn the freezer off.   

Deborah Gilbert reported a small credit card machine training will be held by Harry Mosey 

following the general meeting. 

Public Events:  Lori Smith reported that the company is receiving emails for Fire Prevention 

week.  

Guy Speers reported he will email the president of Harleysville Area Fire to arrange a meeting to 

discuss how the two companies will disperse fire prevention training this year. 

House: No report was offered. 



Bylaws: No report was offered. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported the MDT in the Chief’s car is being repaired so it 

may be ready before Folk Festival.   

Howard Delzingaro requested a step by step process to correct the wrong screen for the monitors 

in the engine bay for Iam Responding system. 

Grant:  Guy Speers reported the gear washer and dryer grant was processed and went through. 

Uniform:  Deborah Gilbert reported she needs to buy four name badges, a Lieutenant bar, bugles 

and a new uniform shirt for a crew member. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported a letter sent from the Burn Foundation 

requesting donations, and a card written in memory of Owen Davis sent to the fire company. 

Deferred Business:   No report was offered. 

New Business:  Deborah Gilbert made a motion to spend no more than $150.00 for various 

uniform upgrades including name badges, bugles, a Lieutenant bar and a uniform shirt.  The 

motion was seconded by Lori Smith and passed by the body. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Autumn Hassinger gave the attached reports.  A motion was 

made by Howard Delzingaro to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.   It was seconded by 

Terry Smith and passed by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Harry Mosey gave the attached reports.  A motion was made by Howard 

Delzingaro to approve the Treasurer’s report.  It was seconded by Richard Sacks Jr. and passed 

by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  Howard Delzingaro reported one air pack was sent out 

for repairs. 

Guy Speers showed appreciation to the company for participating in Owen Davis’ funeral and 

following arrangements.  The company made a very good showing. 

 

 

A motion was made at 8:09pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Richard Sacks Jr. and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 



 

 

 

This page is dedicated to the loving memory of…  

Owen V. “Skip” Davis 

Honorary Life Member 

 

 

 

 Owen “Skip” Davis served an enormous role in fire department operations and 

administration since his joining of the company in February, 1969.  He served as President from 

1977 to 1985, and then another term from 1987 to 1992, totaling 14years in administration.  He 

also served as a line officer as the Third Assistant Chief, and was involved with engineering 

duties and apparatus driving for years.  During his time on administration, he played a large role 

in planning for Folk Festival on the committee, then driving the shuttle van in his later years.  

Owen Davis earned life membership, along with the President’s Award in 1996, and Chief’s 

Award in 2005.  Although not as active in his later years, Skip would still come to the station if 

the siren went off to see what was going on. Skip was a source of knowledge and fond memories 

to the younger generations, who would often call upon him for advice.  He will be missed dearly 

and kept in the hearts of all who knew him. 


