
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 
Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – August 7, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by President Brian Clark at 7:35pm 
 
Minutes approved on a motion by Jacob Gilbert, seconded by Richard Reitz. 
 
Chief’s Report: Fire Chief Paul Schneider gave the attached report. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report:  Chief Engineer Ryan Priest reported that hose, ladder and pump testing was 
complete. Some 5 inch hose line was repaired. Some 3 inch and 1.75 inch hose line failed testing and will 
have to be replaced at an approximate cost of $4,000. Mr. Priest explained that Squad 78 will be sent to 
KME for some repairs and will be taken to Pocono Raceway as a demo truck. He reported generator 
issues on Utility 78. Also the van has been taken out of emergency service. Henceforth the pickup truck 
will be used as Traffic 78. 
 
Training Officer’s Report: Assistant Chief Richard Reitz reported the training schedule for the month of 
August, noting that it will be light on drills due to Folk Fest. 
 
Fire Police Captain’s Report: Fire Police Lieutenant Lori Smith gave dates for three upcoming fire police 
functions. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Membership: Richard Sacks presented the committee’s recommendation that Harry Mosey’s 
probationary period be concluded and that Blake Westoff be accepted as a probationary member. 
Following a written ballot, the committee’s recommendation was accepted.  
 Paul Schneider asked what type of position Mr. Westoff was looking to hold, since the company 
does not currently have a position of chaplain. 
 
Radio: Neil Saunderson reported that the committee would like to spend approximately $2,100 to 
replace pagers, batteries and antennas.  
 
Sunshine: No report was offered 
 
Ways, Means and Help: Harold Alderfer reported that a sign-up sheet is available for the September 14th 
Chicken BBQ. Joe Devine will be running the event. 
 
Budget and Finance: Brian Clark reported having had a meeting to discuss the budget. He explained that 
we are fairly close to our projected spending at the mid-way point for 2013. There was a review of and 
updates were to the company’s 20 year plan, which was started in 2002. The Trustees, Chief and 
Township will all be involved in the continuing development of this plan. The committee is requesting 
that forcasts for 2014 spending be turned in during September so that a budget can be in place by 
October. Joe O’Brien will be in charge of collecting budget forecasts. 
 
Credentials: Neil Saunderson reported 40 members present. 
 



Junior Fire Brigade: Lane Alderfer reported that the Juniors will be taking August off. She reminded 
junior members to ask if they need help learning anything in particular. Lastly, Lane asked that members 
invite their kids and friends to join our Junior crew. 
 
Nominating: No report was offered 
 
Folk Fest: Terry Smith thanked Brian Clark for helping to settle several issues with the Folk Fest 
management. He reported a meeting between the committee chairs, president, township supervisors 
and Folk Festival leadership to discuss the situation with the well on site. The PFS installed a new pump, 
tank and pipes and have provided electricity to the well. In exchange for the well we have been 
guaranteed water for this and all future festivals. The bid for the construction trailer did not work out. 
The Ladies Auxiliary have found an 8’ x 28’ single axel, air conditioned electric ready trailer form Mod-
Space. They are willing to cover the $4,900 cost to purchase the trailer. All we will need to do is build 
steps. Landis Brothers will be providing a freezer truck again this year. There will be a set-up night 
starting at 5pm on Thursday with a wrap-up on Saturday the 10th at 9am. All deliveries will be made to 
the Folk Fest site; nothing will be stored at the fire house. Salford Station Road will be one way to 
preserve our parking space. Also, don’t forget to sign up online so we know who is coming and when. 
 
Public Events: Thomas Burgmeier announced that he offered to send our crew to help Station 89 with 
their fire prevention open house. Our event is still in the planning stages. Lori Smith asked that two 
firefighters including one driver make themselves available the week of October 7th to help at the 
schools. 
 
House: Terry Smith reported two scheduled rentals for August and one so far for September. 
 
By-Laws: No report was offered 
 
Truck Replacement: No report was offered 
 
Information Technology: No Report 
 
Grant: John Dalvet reported having secured a $3,860 DCNR grant to help with the purchase of new hi-
band radios. He also reported having met with Tod Burns of Harleysville Community Fire Company to 
discuss their personnel retention plan. The committee is considering a proposal for a SAFER grant which 
would allow for a volunteer reward program. The program would provide cash payments to volunteers 
who make a certain number of calls per quarter. The money is paid with the grant and the programs 
would be funded for several years. The proposal is due at the end of August and has a decent chance of 
approval. Also submitted an AFG proposal for an air compressor. 
 
Insurance: No report was offered 
 
Banquet: Brian Clark involuntarily appointed someone to organize the event. Looking at January 2014. 
 
Uniform: No report was offered 
 
Food Management: No report was offered  
 



Trustees’ Report: Trustee Robert Kulp reported having had a meeting to review the company’s finances. 
He also reported having had the lawn rolled after the 4th of July parade and asked that everyone stay off 
the grass while it is wet. Lastly, the Trustees are working on a plan to dispose of the old Folk Fest trailer. 
 
Written Communications: Neil Saunderson presented a letter from the Montgomery County Fire 
Advisory Board asking for a donation toward the fallen fire fighters memorial at the Fire Academy. 
 
Deferred Business: None 
 
New Business: Paul Schneider made a motion to donate $250 to the fallen fire fighters memorial fund. 
The motion was seconded by Richard Sacks and passed by the body. 
Terry Smith made a motion to spend the $4,900 donated by the Ladies Auxiliary to purchase the 8’ x 28’ 
office trailer from Mod-Space. The motion was seconded by Robert Kulp and passed by the body. 
Terry Smith made a motion to spend $1,274.26 for Pepsi drinks to be sold at the folk fest. The motion 
was seconded by Cathy Sacks and passed by the body. 
Terry Smith made a motion to withdraw $5,000 to be used as start-up money for Folk Fest. The motion 
was seconded by Joe O’Brien and passed by the body. 
Terry Smith made a motion to spend $100 each for two additional cash registers to be used at Folk Fest. 
The motion was seconded by Richard Hollingsworth and passed by the body.  
Terry Smith made a motion to spend $100 to cover the costs of renting the credit card machine used at 
folk fest. The motion was seconded by Richard Hollingsworth and passed by the body. 
Barbara Gormley asked that the bill for the new AED be turned over to the Ladies Auxiliary so they can 
pay for it. She also asked that people prepare to help at the Penny Auction on September 21st.  
Lane Alderfer asked if she could organize a blood drive at the fire house. Brian Clark told her to get a 
date and talk to Terry Smith. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Autumn Hassinger gave the attached report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Autumn Hassinger provided the attached report. She also provided the current 
balances in our checking and investment accounts. The report was approved on a motion by Richard 
Sacks, seconded by Richard Hollingsworth. 
 Richard Sacks asked if the solar panels were still helping with the electric bill. 
 Brian Clark asked if the second help letter had been mailed. 
 Robert Kulp thanked Arlene Cressman for reducing the propane bill significantly. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Company: None 
 
A motion was made at 8:30 pm by Thomas Burgmeier to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Joseph Devine and passed by the body. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Saunderson, Recording Secretary 


