
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2018 

Meeting was called to order by Vice President Guy Speers at 8:00 PM and followed by the 

pledge of allegiance.  

Last month’s minutes were posted and emailed to members.  A motion to approve the minutes 

was made by Terry Smith.  It was seconded by Justin Kulp and approved by the body. 

Chief’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier gave the attached report, and stated the company attended 

37 calls this month. He requested that the crew continues to use IamResponding to get an idea of 

how many people will attend a call.  

Training Officer’s Report:  Charles Roop requested people attend Apparatus Night tomorrow.  

He also reported that the following week will be the final EMR refresher, and on Thursday, April 

19 there is a joint-company LDH drill with Lower Frederick and Harleysville fire companies. He 

will send out reminders. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that tomorrow night is Apparatus Night, 

and people are recommended to attend to fix the winch on the Field unit.  The trucks will be 

prepared for brush fire season.  

President Neil Saunderson attends the meeting and takes over the order for the Vice President. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  Johnathan Smith reported that there will be a basic Fire Police 

class on April 14 and 15.  He also reported that Harleysville Fire Company invited the company 

to participate in an advanced Fire Police course on April 29.  There are several seats open and let 

him know if you are interested in taking a course. 

Committee Reports:   

Membership:  Richard Sacks Sr. welcomed Jackie Smith and Yolanda Vega that were voted in as 

fire police.   

Richard Sacks Sr. also brought up the application of Kayla Jones for fire police. 

Richard Sacks Sr. brought up the application for a vote for Larry Breiden, who is an experienced 

firefighter from Fairmont Fire Company.  Thomas Burgmeier requested permission to expedite 

the process of applying and voting him in to gain a new active member.  Richard Sacks Sr. needs 

to get permission to perform background checks for Kayla Jones and Larry Breiden and 

recommended that Larry Breiden will be subject to the same background checks at the other two. 

The President and Membership committee felt comfortable under the bylaws to expedite the 

process under high recommendation from the proposed member’s peers.   

Neil Saunderson reported that results for the voting came in positive for Larry Breiden 

A motion to destroy the ballots was made by Ryan Priest.  It was seconded by Charles Roop and 

approved by the body. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported there were no hall rentals in March, and two rentals planned 

for April including the Fire Police class.  The leasee interested from Goshenhoppen Run Farm in 

renting the kitchen for hot sauce production, using through the summer and until he gets the 



commercial business running.  He was interested in minimal use of the kitchen, and see the 

company arrange a contract by the end of this month.  Ryan Priest recommended a meeting with 

the Trustees in order to work details and contracts.  

Radio:  Thomas Burgmeier reported that when the money comes in from the PEMA grant, then 

the company can purchase two new portable radios.   

Sunshine:  Neil Saunderson reported that Autumn Hassinger was sent a baby blanket to welcome 

her new daughter. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Charles Roop reported he is in communication with Terry Mummert for 

fundraising ideas.  Neil Saunderson reported there was a meeting for help letter, and he is 

waiting for ClientLink from Montgomeryville for a quote on mailings, which is all inclusive to 

mail the brochures.  He reported the first mailing is roughly $1,500.00 and the second mailing 

would be $400.00.  Terry Smith brought up the issue of violating the 501(c)3 status in the past 

when making over $100,000 net profit, which Neil Saunderson said he would investigate.  He 

ran the idea of outsourcing the help letter through the Budget and Finance committee for one 

quote. The funds would be returned to the fire company directly.  

Richard Reitz made a motion to spend up to $2,100.00 for outsourcing the help letter printing 

and mailing.  Justin Kulp seconded the motion and it was approved by the body. 

Budget and Finance:  Richard Reitz reported the committee will arrange a meeting with Daniel 

Melville on recent questions for funding allocation in the company’s investments.  He stated the 

budget is still open for the Township reviewal.  The cell tower project is continuing, so please 

attend the meetings. 

Credentials: Pearl Luza reported that there are 26 members present. Please sign in to receive 

credit and pay your dues by this month.  

Folk Festival:   Robert Kulp reported that after 20 years of service for the Folk Festival, he is 

stepping down from organizing the fundraising event. He is turning the space over to the 

Trustees to decide what to do about the event or possibly renting out the space.  He stated that he 

would help with arranging details or questions about it, he is available, but he is stepping down 

from the committee.  Neil Saunderson reported that there would be a large gap in funding if the 

company decides to stop the fundraiser, however Thomas Burgmeier clarified that the company 

will still have a presence in emergency services for the event. Neil Saunderson said he will 

arrange a meeting to clarify thoughts on the future of funding and meeting with the Township. 

Bylaws:  No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Justin Kulp reported that he hosted a class in the hall, and the Wi-Fi 

connectability is poor in the hall.   

Thomas Burgmeier requested purchasing a new desktop to complete reports and billing and 

expressed poor service in the servers and internet. Neil Saunderson and Guy Speers reported that 

they are working on the connection in two weeks, and expenses may be coming in. 

Uniform:  No report was offered. 

Banquet:  Lane Alderfer reported that the joint-company picnic will be on a Saturday, June 16.  

Thomas Burgmeier requested the budget for the picnic will be raised up to $750.00, so that 



Lower Frederick, Harleysville and Harleysville Ambulance will balance out pricing based on 

each company’s attendance.  It was discussed and approved on by the Budget and Finance 

committee, and the bills will be tallied afterwards to keep final operating costs under $3,000.00 

He also stated that Love Food truck offered to cater the event at cost of food. 

A motion was made by Justin Kulp to spend up to $750.00 for the picnic. A second was made by 

Charles Roop to approve the motion and approved by the body. 

Trustees’ Report:  Jeremey Allen reported Jeffrey Lesitsky will fix the light fixture on the 

corner of the building, and the urinals will be repaired, as well as faucet installation in the 

kitchen.  He estimated the total cost for repairs to be $1,000.00.  He reported that Goods Inc. was 

in this month to repair the boiler.  He also requested that for people buying gas for the vehicles 

need to get a paper receipt to give to the Treasurer. 

Ryan Priest reported that there is an open purchase order number for a dumpster, and only one 

dumpster is needed to demolish the old fire house building.  He clarified that the dumpster will 

be used for other station clean up as well. 

Written Communications:  Lane Alderfer reported a donation for $200.00 for during the 

blizzard, and another $1,000.00 donation to the company through a member’s family.  Thank 

you letters will be written. 

Deferred Business:   Thomas Burgmeier reported that the Merck truck will arrive in 4 to 6 

weeks, and ideas are being presented on the topic of usage. 

The next cell tower meeting will take place on Monday, April 30 at 7:00 PM at the Township 

building.  

New Business:   Jeremey Allen made a motion to spend up to $100.00 to fix an outdoor light 

fixture from Valley Electric.  It was seconded by Nicholas Way and approved by the body. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   Pearl Luza read the attached reports.   

Treasurer’s Report:   Colleen Reitz read the attached reports. She also reported that the PECO 

account is on hold currently, and they have not given the company credit for several months for 

the solar panels.     

A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills was made by Justin Kulp, seconded 

by Charles Roop and approved by the body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  The next sign should be a reminder for the cell tower 

meeting, and “Volunteers Needed”. 

 

A motion was made at 9:06 PM by to adjourn the meeting by Richard Reitz. It was seconded by 

Guy Speers and approved by the body. 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 


