
Upper Salford Volunteer Fire Company 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes –April 5, 2017 

Meeting was called to order by President Guy Speers at 7:33 pm and followed by the pledge of 

allegiance. 

Minutes approved on a motion by Robert Kulp and seconded by Harold Alderfer. 

Chief’s Report: Richard Reitz read the attached report for Thomas Burgmeier. 

He reported that the Chief is reaching out the instructor who taught the EVOC course last month, 

in hopes of arranging a class for those unable to attend last month. 

Training Officer’s Report:  Richard Reitz reported that the EVOC course was completed last 

month for drivers, and an additional course may be held to make up for those unable to attend. 

He also reported that a Firefighter 2 class is being scheduled for June, and the officers will look 

into the records of the crew to see who is eligible to challenge the course. 

Chief Engineer’s Report:  Harold Alderfer reported that last month was expensive for 

maintaining and repairing the trucks.  The Tanker received rear axles and suspension, and the 

Squad was taken to the shop for its “check engine” light.  It needed a new barometric sensor, a 

turbo controller and injection harness.   He reported that changing the oil filters on the trucks will 

now be done in house by Glick to save money.  He reported that the day after the general 

meeting is Apparatus Night and each Assistant Engineer oversees checking a truck.  Suggestions 

were made for taking away oil barrels in the garage. 

Fire Police Captain’s Report:  Lori Smith reported that some of the fire police are attending a 

class in April for recertification. 

Water Rescue Report:  No report was offered. 

Trustees’ Report:  Robert Kulp reported the fire alarm had lagged when it was triggered during 

training, and it needs to be serviced.  He reported a quote for updating the system and 

reinspection for $1,140.00. 

Jefferey Lesitsky reported that the floodlights in the front of the building have been replaced to 

LEDs since the price has come down.  The timer has been reset as well.  The lighting in the 

kitchen has been deemed outdated by the Department of Public Health, so the fixtures need to be 

replaced. 

Robert Kulp reported he has received a quote for paving the parking lot, and he will receive three 

quotes total and then move forward with purchasing.  There will be multiple phases of paving the 

driveway, starting with the apron. 

Ryan Priest contracted a contractor to replace the glazing around several exterior building 

windows with donated service and minimal parts cost. 

 



 

Robert Kulp and Debra Gilbert reported about previous meetings and three quotes done by the 

Ladies Auxiliary to replace the kitchen and hall floors.  It was agreed that more consideration 

needs to be taken on materials and the overall value of replacing the floor within the needs of the 

fire company. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Lane Alderfer brought up the application of Nicole Schroeder to vote into general 

membership, and the applications of Brandon Bonjo and Stephanie Passanante to vote off of 

probation.   The application of Jordan Marzolf has been suspended from voting off probation due 

to minimal activity. 

They were brought up to the body for a vote, and the body was in favor.   

A motion to destroy the ballots was made by Guy Speers.  It was seconded by Howard 

Delzingaro and approved by the body. 

Radio:  Guy Speers reported that new radios have been ordered, and mobile radios  

Sunshine:  No report was offered. 

Ways, Means and Help:  Debra Gilbert suggested that the help letter should be started 

immediately to be mailed out in May.  

She also reported that the Chicken BBQ is Saturday, May 13 at 3:00pm. Help will be needed and 

more details are to come. She also reported that the 4th of July would be an appropriate time to 

host a raffle like on Election Day. 

Budget and Finance:   Richard Reitz reported that the committee meets every two weeks.  He 

stated that the company’s important budgetary line items are over budget.  The company ran out 

of available funds in the checking account to cover regular billing expenses.  The committee 

recommends taking funds out from the PLGT fund and transferring it to general checking.  The 

committee agrees that they have done a respectable job of creating a budget, but they are not 

professionals.  They would like to seek out and engage services of Dan Melville of Financial 

Voyages in Harleysville to analyze and manage funds.  It’s a way to plan major expenditures. 

Richard Reitz made a motion to go forth with seeking the services of a financial advisor at the 

body’s consent.  The motion was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and approved by the body. 

Richard Reitz also reported that the income of the station has diminished over the past three 

years, and the committee recommends adhering to a strict schedule of annual fundraisers to keep 

up with years previous.  He encouraged that the bylaws for general membership be followed, 

with dues taking place at the beginning of the year, and engaging the help of general members on 

the roster.  He also reported that himself and Autumn Hassinger have put together a defendable 

report to meet with the Township on the financial status of the company.  After the Tanker 

expenses come in, he has requested approval from the body to meet again with the Township 

supervisors on behalf of the company.  He also reported that the committee review and edit the 



routine approved credit card expenditures in the bylaws.  More definition of a limit needs to be 

placed on the allowance of funds. 

Finally, Guy Speers and Richard Reitz presented the visitation of placing a 100-ft. mono-poll 

cellphone tower in the back of the property. Much research and negotiation has been done by the 

committee, and Verizon will contact the Township for further approval and implementation of 

the tower.  Projected income was displayed to the body, and an agreement was made that once a 

building permit is obtained, then that’s when the fire company will receive income. The 

company is asked to remain confidential with this information until after it is presented to the 

Township.  For questions or more information, please contact Richard Reitz, Ryan Priest, Guy 

Speers or Brian Clark. 

Richard Reitz made a motion that the committee be expanded to include representatives of the 

Trustees and given the authority to continue negotiations with Verizon. Upon satisfactory 

resolution of the outstanding issues, the committee is empowered to execute the contract with 

Verizon. It was seconded by Harold Alderfer and approved by the body. 

Richard Reitz made another motion to spend up to $500.00 to purchase permits and legal 

representation of the site up for review.  It was seconded by Howard Delzingaro and approved by 

the body. 

Credentials: Lane Alderfer reported that there were 29 members present. 

Banquet:   Guy Speers thanked the banquet committee for their work putting together the 

banquet in March.   

Lane Alderfer reported the joint-company picnic will take place on Saturday, June 3 starting at 

2:00pm.  Sides dishes are potluck, and help will be needed setting up and tearing down supplies 

that day.  More details are to come. 

Insurance:   No report was offered. 

Nominating: No report was offered. 

Folk Festival:  Robert Kulp reported he hopes to consolidate the committee’s meeting into the 

general meeting so more people will be involved. 

Public Events:  Lori Smith reported there will be a Firefighter’s Appreciation Luncheon on 

Sunday, April 23 at Tabor Hill Methodist Church.  The service is at 10:45am. 

House:  Johnathan Smith reported there were two hall rentals for March, and five are scheduled 

for April as of now. 

Bylaws: Guy Speers reported there will be a group of people to review changes requested by the 

Budget and Finance committee. 

Truck: No report was offered. 

Information Technology:  Guy Speers reported that some members need computer accounts 

made. 



Grant:  No report was offered. 

Uniform:  Debra Gilbert reported that uniforms were supposed to come this week. 

Written Communications: Lori Smith reported that a township resident has passed away and 

left an estate to be split up.  The will is being considered by lawyers, and a donation is expected 

to come to the company within the next year. 

Deferred Business:   Howard Delzingaro made a motion to spend up to $862.00 on awards for 

the previous year’s banquets to BuxMont Awards.  The motion was seconded by Autumn 

Hassinger and approved by the body. 

New Business:  Jeffrey Lesitsky made a motion to spend up to $800.00 on eleven lighting 

fixtures in the kitchen and pantry to switch to LED. It was seconded by Robert Kulp and 

approved by the body. 

Made a motion to spend up to $1,150.00 on updating and inspecting the fire alarm system from 

Keystone Fire Protection System.  It was seconded by Joseph Devine and approved by the body. 

Lane Alderfer made a motion to spend $625.00 on picnic expenses such as alcohol and a roast 

pig.  It was seconded by Richard Reitz and approved by the body. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Pearl Luza gave the attached reports.  A motion was made by 

Todd Bonjo to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.   It was seconded by Nicholas Way and 

passed by the body. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Pearl Luza gave the attached reports. A motion was made by Harold 

Alderfer to approve the Treasurer’s report.  It was seconded by Todd Bonjo and passed by the 

body. 

Good and Welfare of the Company:  None 

 

A motion was made at 9:06 pm by Howard Delzingaro to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Joseph Devine and passed by the body. 

 

 

Summited by: Lane Alderfer, 

Recording Secretary 


