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  BLOOMINGBURG JOINT FIRE DISTRICT 
Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at the Bloomingburg Fire House 

 117 Godfrey Road, Bloomingburg, NY.  
 

Commissioner’s Present: Harold Baird, Jim Beuerman, Tom Dempsey, John H. Kahrs, Jr., 
Richard Knibbs, and Russell Wood, Jr.    
Frank Simeone of Kornfeld, Rew, Newman, & Simeone 
Absent:  Larry Arnold   
 
Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order by Chairman Harold Baird @ 6:30 p.m.  
  
Approval of Minutes:  
Harold Baird asked for any corrections to the Re-Organization meeting minutes dated January 
13, 2015.  Motion made by James Beuerman 2nd by Richard Knibbs to accept the minutes as 
written.  All in favor.  Harold Baird asked for any corrections to the regular meeting minutes 
dated January 13, 2015.  Tom Dempsey stated that under the Chief’s Report need to add “with 
the approval of Commissioner Richard Knibbs” for needed repairs related to equipment or 
maintenance issue with a vehicle.  Motion made by Richard Knibbs 2nd by James Beuerman to 
accept the corrected minutes.  All in favor.   

  
Frank Simeone of Kornfeld, Rew, Newman, & Simeone:  Frank Simeone was present to address 
the BOFC and answer any questions they had. Discussion ensued related to new legislation (NYS 
Correction Law) and non-fingerprint background checks for volunteer firefighters for arson 
convictions and convictions which require registration as a sex offender.  Procedure for such 
background checks were reviewed with BOFC, Fire Chiefs present, and Fire Company President. 
Motion made by Tom Dempsey 2nd by Richard Knibbs that any findings related to sexual 
offenses will be forwarded from the fire company to the BOFC who will then contact fire 
district’s legal counsel for further review and consultation.  All in favor.     
Motion made by Richard Knibbs 2nd James Beuerman to adopt New York State Correction Law  
as written as policy for the district.  All in favor.  This legislation does not apply to current 
members of the fire company.    Frank Simeone offered his assistance with any updating of the 
fire company bi-laws related to this new legislation.  
Frank Simone was asked about whether or not the district can utilize Craig’s list for the sale of 
surplus equipment.  He stated that with surplus equipment it is best not to bid them out, but 
recommends that if it is an item with a value less than $10,000.00 that is be declared surplus   
and ask for best offer.  Craig’s List can be used.  Once best price is established based on offering 
process, Frank Simeone will write up bill of sale.   
Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  
Treasurer distributed the bill abstract to the board of commissioners for review and approval of 
the bills totaling $10,245.46 from the general fund.  Request to add the following bills received 
after abstract was submitted to the finance committee, but will be due before next scheduled 
BOFC meeting:  

 Van Etten Fuel Oil Co. for 2000 gallons of heating fuel received 2/4/15 in the 
amount of $4,580.00.   
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Treasurer distributed list of approved paid bills for January 2015 not listed on abstract totaling 
 $3,177.08 and fund balances for Orange County Trust Company (O.C.T.C.) as of 2/7/15 for 
review by the BOFC.  Treasurer contacted O.C.T.C. regarding the on-line posting of  911 
pager/upgrade CD which is not yet listed on-line.     
As per our NYS Office of State Comptroller corrective action plan, prior to the monthly meeting, 
the Treasurer forwarded O.C.T.C. bank statements and QuickBooks banks reconciliation for the 
general fund and money market account for the general fund for period 12/10/14 through 
01/09/15 along with paid bills for the last two months to the finance committee.  Both accounts 
are reconciled.  The finance committee reviewed financial reports and current bill abstract for 
as of February 7, 2015.  Motion made by Tom Dempsey 2nd by James Beuerman to pay all bills 
listed on abstract.  All in favor.   
Treasurer announcements:  
1096 and 1099s were received from Jonathan Rouis, CPA on 1/30/15 and they were mailed out 
2/2/15.  Town of Mamakating real property taxes were received on 1/30/15 in the amount of 
$507,929.98 and deposited into the money market account for the general fund  2/3/15.  Town 
of Wallkill real property taxes were received yesterday, 2/9/15 in the amount of $135,696.27 
and will be deposited in the money market account this week.    

Received e-mail notification from Munistat Services, Inc. regarding the debt service payment 
for interest on the serial bond payable to Depository Trust Company on 2/15/15 in the amount 
of $61,878.31.  Motion made by Tom Dempsey 2nd by  Richard Knibbs to have treasurer arrange 
for wire transfer of funds for the interest payment on bond in the amount of $61,878.31 from 
money market account for the general fund to be wired to Depository Trust Company.  All in 
favor.  New signature cards are being established for all accounts, removing John Tobin and 
adding Tom Dempsey.      

Received e-mail from Kathleen Yennie, Sullivan County Legislature stating that the Sullivan 
County Risk Management Department and Dick Martinkovic are asking for each Sullivan County Fire 
District’s Employee Identification Number.  Additionally they are also requesting EIN for 
Bloomingburg Fire Company.   

Secretary/Treasurer’s laptop needs a new battery.  Prices for replacement battery range from 
$79.98 – $150.00.  Motion made by Richard Knibbs 2nd by Russell Wood, Jr. to purchase new 
battery for the Secretary/Treasurer’s laptop.  All in favor.   
Motion made by Russell Wood, Jr. 2nd by James Beuerman to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All 
in favor.   

Chief’s Report:   Chief Griswold reported that he is working on quotes for truck #62-11 to 
change out the lights to LED lights and the cost would be approximately $6,149.00. Still need to 
get price quote from Tyler.  Justin Arnold suggested only changing out the scene lights.  Tom 
Dempsey and Richard Knibbs agreed with upgrading scene lights and price quotes are needed.       
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Chief Griswold reported that there are two firefighters who still need annual physicals.  One 
firefighter is interior and one is exterior.  One firefighter was to see their personal physician and 
the other was scheduled for Physical Unlimited, but did not keep appointment.  Without the FIT 
test, the interior firefighter must be taken off active duty as an interior firefighter.  Tom 
Dempsey stated that any firefighter who goes to their personal physician for a physical must 
provide a copy of report to our medical officer who maintains our medical records.   
 
Justin Arnold reported that the suction unit on truck # 62-63 is not working properly and the 
other suction unit is not holding a charge.   He consulted with Kevin McGowen who provided a 
replacement price of $440.80 for a Compact EMS suction unit from Medical Warehouse which 
will allow the same hoses and cuffs we have on hand to be used.  Motion made by Tom 
Dempsey 2nd Russell Wood, Jr.  to purchase replacement suction unit from Medical Warehouse 
in the amount of $440.80.   Justin Arnold reported that he went through the packs and each 
unit has to be flow tested this year.  One of the gas meters from 2010 cannot be recalibrated.  
He provided quote from Municipal Emergency Services, Inc. (MES) for a protégé multiple gas 
monitor-4 gas charger in the amount of $520.00 and a calibration gas cylinder in the amount of 
$202.00.  Motion made by Tom Dempsey 2nd Russell Wood, Jr.  to purchase gas meter and 
calibration gas cylinder from MES in the amount of $722.00.  All in favor.  Justin Arnold asked 
the BOFC about the possibility of purchasing a foldable tank for the tanker.  He stated that the 
cost of the foldable tank alone is $1,375.00.  This does not include the cost for mounting tank 
on truck as there are several options to consider.  Discussion ensued about options.  Harold 
Baird and Richard Knibbs stated that a foldable tank can be accessed from Bulllville FD on 
mutual aid.  Tom Dempsey asked that prices for mounting be provided before a decision is 
made.     
 
Officer’s Report:   Mike Angley reported that the equipment ordered for the dry hydrants was 
received and two adapters are waiting to come in.  Two fittings that were sent were incorrect, 
but we were able to use one of them on #62-11.  A re-order  for correct butterfly valve will be 
placed so that all three pumpers will have butterfly valve on the driver’s side and 4 inch LDH 
coupling on the officer’s side.   
 
Mike Angley reported that he still has to load the printer driver on the computer in the radio 
room for the new photocopier and a problem has been reported on the computer in the 
Captain’s office.     
 
Engineer’s Report:   Charlie Griswold reported that Tyler serviced trucks #62- 11, 12, 31, and  
61.  Batteries on truck #62-61 are 5 years old and it is recommended that they be replaced.   
Truck #62- 12 needs repair of intake relief.  The tires on truck #62-12 are 8 years and the tires 
on truck #62-31 are 7 years old.  Motion made by Richard Knibbs 2nd by Russell Wood, Jr. to 
purchase new tires on truck # 62-12  from vendor with state bid and Cherry Tire will install 
them.  All in favor.  Richard Knibbs reported that on truck #62-11 the battery connection broke.  
Joe Carpenter to get needed parts for repair at G & T.     
 
Fire Police:   Harold Baird reported that the flare order was received.    
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Ladies Auxiliary:    No report given.  
 
President’s Report:  Steve Schwartz reported that Stephanie Lloyd is a new fire company 
member.  Motion made by Harold Baird 2nd by Tom Dempsey to accept Stephanie Lloyd as a 
new member.  All in favor.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Update from Re-organization Meeting:  Harold Baird provided a copy of the updated fidelity 
bond for treasurer which is to be renewed 3/1/15.  John Kahrs signed the Oath of Office on 
1/27/15.  John Karns signed and received copy of the Code of Ethics and was given key to the 
Commissioner’s office.   
 
Building/Maintenance:  James Beuerman provided quotes for oil covers from Sid Harvey and 
he will order them.  Tax exempt letter provided for vendor. James Beuerman reported that kits 
have been ordered from Karlan and should be received this week.     
Tom Dempsey reported that he received quote from Boiler King for the descaling of the boilers 
in the amount of $2,505.00.   Jim Beuerman stated that he does not think that this procedure 
with solve the problem.  He will follow up with additional information.     
 
Truck #62-64 (2000 Ford Explorer):   Title from DMV was received yesterday, 2/9/15.  Check in 
the amount of $761.00 was received from buyer on 2/9/15 and will be deposited into the 
money market account on the general fund.      
 
XRT System:  Harold Baird reported that a letter was received from Extrication Concepts, Inc. 
from Mark Laing regarding XRT system and the TNT tools which was forwarded to each fire 
commissioner prior to the meeting.  Received quote from TYFESCO to remove pump from truck 
#62-61 in the amount of $1,176.00 which includes labor only no parts.  Tom Dempsey reported 
that the tools were tested out and they did find a problem with one tool which was fixed.  No 
other problems were found with the other tools.  Increasing the pressure and changing the way 
we use it will improve the tool.  TNT is willing to come back and check the tools after it is sent 
out.  Motion made by Tom Dempsey 2nd by James Beuerman to have TYFESCO remove the 
pump from truck #62-61 and have the pump manufacturer increase the pressure.  Harold Baird 
opposed.  5 approved.   Richard Knibbs to call TYFESCO and ask about price reduction for 
removal of the pump from truck #62-61.     
 
Miller Hydrogeological Inc.:  Harold Baird reported that Miller Hydrogeological Inc. could not 
monitor the main well because they would have to pull the well out.  They will monitor the side 
well and provide a report.     
 
Association of Fire Districts of Sullivan County:  Harold Baird contacted Harry Barrett and BJFD 
will host the November 19th meeting at 7PM for about 30-40 people.   
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FEMA Letter:  Draft letter to FEMA from Commissioner Larry Arnold closing the FEMA account 
related to standpipe repair will be forwarded to Larry Arnold for signing and mailing.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Office chairs: Harold Baird requested to purchase two additional conference room chairs for  
under $100.00.  Motion made by James Beuerman 2nd by Tom Dempsey to purchase two 
additional conference room chairs under $100.00.   All in favor. 
   
Fire Commissioner Mandatory Training:  John Kahrs was provided information on scheduled 
Fire Commissioner training.  Need to contact Secretary to register.   
 
Copy Count:  Harold Baird reported that the copy count for new copier is 478 copies.     
 
Announcements and Communications:  

 Notice for BJFD BOFC mtg. schedule for 2015 and Re-organization mtg. for 2016 was 
published in the Times Herald Record on 1/20/15.   

 Association of Fire Districts of Orange County will hold their monthly meeting on 
2/24/15 at 7:30 pm in Washingtonville, NY.    

 Rec’d thank you note from Bloomingburg Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary thanking the 
BOFC for being a part of their 50th Anniversary celebration.    

 Rec’d certificate of insurance renewal for Napp Electric Contractor Co., Inc.  

 Rec’d update notice for 2015 labor law postings.    

 Pinsky Law Group will hold 7th annual Fire & EMS Law & Management Conference at the 
Turning Stone Casino/Resort March 26- 29, 2015.  Cost is $225.00 per person. Hotel 
accommodations range between $129.00 - $175.00 per night.   
 

Open Discussion:  None  
 
Adjournment: Motion made by Richard Knibbs 2nd by James Beuerman to adjourn the meeting 
@ 8:13 p.m.  All in favor.   
 
Respectfully submitted,   
Kimberley J. Baird  

Kimberley J. Baird, Secretary  
 
                           *Next BOFC meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2015 @ 6:30 p.m.* 


