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PERSONNEL INFORMATION

Name:____________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________
Home Phone:________________________ Cell phone: ____________________
Work phone: ________________________ E-mail: _______________________
Birthday:___________________________

Hobbies: __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Like / Dislikes / Food: _______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

School: __________________________________________________________

Past jobs / Skills:___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

The following questions should be answered in essay form, please be honest, and
as specific as possible.

 What are you expectations of the district?
 What are you goals as a firefighter? How you planning on obtaining them?
 What motivated you? What keeps you going? What tuirns you off?
 What is your learning style? Books, hands-on. What if’s, etc…
 What is your firefighting knowledge, and experience? What do you feel is you strongest

and weakest areas?
 What is you EMS knowledge and experience? What do you feel is your strongest and

weakest areas?
 What are your fears of this job field?
 Any general question or concerns for me?

Welcome to Wiggins Fire. Train hard, work even harder and have fun.
You get what you put into it!
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Gear Lists

Average bunker gear additional materials:

 Pocket mask
 Spare medical gloves
 Nomex hood
 2 webbing straps (different lengths)
 Leather gloves / extrication gloves
 Flask light (outside gear)
 Ear Plugs
 Fold up spanner wrench
 Crescent wrench
 Multi tool
 Wire cutters
 Trauma scissors
 Window punch
 Knife

Suggested additional Locker items

 Extra Wiggins Fire T-shirt
 Sweatpants
 Sweat shirt
 Shorts
 Tennis Shoes
 Socks—2 pair
 Shower supplies—including towel
 Headache / Allergy / meds etc.



BUNKER GEAR CLEANING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

SORTING –Separate the thermal/moisture barrier from the outer shell.  All firefighting gear 

should be washed separately from all other clothing in order to prevent contamination from 

flammable fibers.  Load size must permit the garments to move freely through the wash water 

and rinse cycles. 

 

PRE-TREATING - Pre-treat stains and deep soil lines by thoroughly rubbing the soiled or stained 

area with either full strength heavy duty liquid detergent or a paste of powered detergent and 

water.  Commercially available laundry pre-treatment products need time for the pre-

treatment material to penetrate and loosen the soil. 

 

PREPARING THE WASH LOAD – Garment pockets should be empty, pant cuffs cleaned out and 

zippers closed.   Shells and inner liners should be removed from one another and washed 

separately.  Turn thermal / moisture barrier inside out, so that the nomex thermal material is 

exposed.   

 

WASH WATER TEMPERATURE- Heavily soiled and stained items will require high water 

temperature settings for best cleaning (160 to 175 degrees). Lightly soiled pieces may be 

adequately cleaned at lower temperatures. 

 

DETERGENTS – Synthetic, heavy duty laundry detergents are recommended for washing.  DO 

NOT USE SOAPS.  Failure to use sufficient amounts of detergent is the greatest single cause of 

poor cleaning.  If you can smell smoke after the garment is washed, it is not clean. 

 

DO NOT USE BLEACH !!!  DO NOT USE BLEACH !!! 

DRYING –If time allows air drying is the best method of dying turnout gear.  If quicker drying is 

needed, tumble dry at medium or normal temperature settings.  Do not overload the dryer.  A 

properly sized load usually dries in about 30 minutes.  Do not dry shells with thermal/ moisture 

barriers.   
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Fireman's Code of Ethics

As a fireman my fundamental duty is to serve mankind by safeguarding lives and
property from the ravages of fire

As a professional, I am on call for some of the most difficult and trying
circumstances. When disaster strikes, I will do my duty to aid the victims and
rescue the helpless.

I will maintain courageous calm in the face of danger; develop self-restraint; and
be constantly mindful of the welfare of others. Honest in thought and deed in
both my personal and official life.

I recognize my position as one of public trust and understand as such that I am
looked upon as an individual of high moral character. I will constantly strive to
live by these standards and ideals.



Rookie Basic Skills and Knowledge
Check Off Program

This basic knowledge and skills check off program was designed to assist in
ensuring new volunteer firefighters have received adequate instruction to
perform safely and effectively on the fire ground and in everyday station
activities. While it is the department’s responsibility to train the volunteers,
it is the responsibility of the volunteer to ensure that the program is
completed within their established rookie year.

Rookie: _______________________________________________
Date issued: ___________________________________________
Scheduled completion date: ______________________________
Date completed: _______________________________________



Roles and Responsibilities

1. The Rookie must explain the or role or responsibility in each of the

following areas, consistent with their level of training, to demonstrate

understanding of what is expected of them on the scene of an

emergency:

 Medical emergencies

 Structural fires

 Wildland / grass fires

 Vehicle extraction

 Vehicle fires

 Haz-mat incidents

 Dive rescue

2. The Rookie must demonstrate knowledge of the following:

 Policy on harassment in the workplace

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Morgan County Ambulance Service

1. The Rookie must explain the MCAS numbering system including

stations, ambulances, and personnel.

2. The Rookie must demonstrate a knowledge of the location of vital

medical equipment on the ambulance, including:

 Medical jump kit

 Suction unit

 Backboards and towels

 C-collar bag

 Gloves

 Drug kit

 Monitor

 Sharps container

 Medical waste receptacles

3. The Rookie must demonstrate how to unload and load the ambulance

cot.

4. The Rookie must be able to discuss the concept of patient

confidentiality and the legal ramifications of violating it.

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Protective Clothing

1. The Rookie must explain the degree of protection provided buy each of

the flowing types of protective clothing.

 Wildland / extrication gear

 Structural fire gear

2. The Rookie must explain what is included in “Full Personal Protective

Equipment” and the proper use of protective equipment.

3. The rookie will demonstrate the proper donning and doffing a full set

of Structural Fire gear.

4. The rookie will correctly don / doff SCBA, only after the rookie has

been trained.

5. The rookie must demonstrate knowledge of how to properly wash PPE,

specifically bunker gear, and how the horizontal loading washing

machine is used.

6. The rookie must explain the significance of personal alarm safety

systems (PASS devices).

7. The rookie must explain why bunker gear and other contaminated gear

should never be worn in the station offices / living quarters.

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Firefighter Safety at the Emergency Scene

1. The Rookie must be able to discuss hazards encountered working the

following environments:

 Medical emergencies

 Wildland / grass fires

 Structural fires

 Motor vehicle fires

 Haz-mat

 Dive rescue

2. The Rookie must demonstrate knowledge of chain of command and

identify the role of the incident commander.

3. The Rookie must explain what is meant by the radio announcement

“emergency traffic” and outline their response to this message.

4. The Rookie must identify common emergency evacuation signals.

5. The Rookie must identify and discuss the importance of accountability

systems, working in pairs and the hazards of “freelancing”.

6. The Rookie must explain the importance of proper lifting techniques

and the hazards of running and horseplay at the emergency scene.

7. The Rookie must explain when to dismount the apparatus (air brakes

set) and what hazards are involved when working off the apparatus on

the interstate.

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Apparatus Familiarization

The Rookie must demonstrate the following:

1. Understanding of the various names of apparatus:

 Rescue

 Tender

 Engine

 Truck

 Type 1, Type 3, Type 6

 6x6, Deuce & a-half

2. A specific knowledge of the location of equipment and tools found on

the apparatus.

3. Understanding of the different types of hose in use (NPSH, NH, LDH,

Suction, 1.5”, 2.5”, 3, “, 5”).

4. Knowledge of seat titles on the apparatus (officer, nozzle, hydrant seat,

D/O).

5. Understanding of what is expected for truck maintenance checks.

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Radio & Communication Basics

1. The Rookie should be able to explain the difference between 800 MHz,

VHF, and FM radios, as well as being able to explain how each are

used in our system.

2. The Rookie must demonstrate the following:

 How to change between MC FIRE DISP, MCWFDOPS, and

mutual aid channels on both pack sets and apparatus mobile

radios.

 Explain what the scan feature does.

 Proper radio etiquette, including proper microphone spacing and

addressing (hey you, its me).

3. The Rookie must explain what the FCC (Federal Communications

Commission) has to do with our radios and why horseplay, profanity,

and non-emergency personal communication is not acceptable on the

air.

4. The recruit must explain what a PAR is and the proper response to the

radio announcement “Emergency Traffic”.

5. The recruit should be able to define common radio codes used

 Code 3, Code 4

 “DK” parties, Trauma green, Trauma yellow & red, Code black

 Unit numbering systems, 920’s, 940’s, 950’s

 Command staff numbering systems

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Self Contained Breathing Apparatus

The Rookie shall demonstrate the following:

1. The ability to identify emergencies that require the use of SCBA’s.

2. A knowledge of the anatomy of an SCBA.

3. How to check and properly clean an SCBA.

4. Properly donning and doffing an SCBA.

5. Emergency procedures (out of air, sudden loss of air, SCBA failure)

6. Using a cascade system to fill cylinders.

7. Proper use of the air compressor.

8. Maintenance checks of SCBA’s.

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



District Familiarization

The Rookie must demonstrate a basic knowledge of the District by passing

map tests. Below are some examples of information the Rookie should

know:

1. The other names for MCR 5.

2. The layout of the streets in towns (Wiggins, Orchard, Weldona).

3. The basic layout of the county roads.

4. The two counties that we serve.

5. District boundaries.

6. Major bodies of water in the district.

7. Major district locations including schools, parks, local landmarks.

8. Major towns.

9. Interstate 76 including access, mile markers, boundaries, etc.

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Paper work

The Rookie must demonstrate a working knowledge of how and when it is
appropriate to use the following department paperwork:

1. Group Maintenance

2. Individual maintenance

3. Extra service

4. Fire Reports

5. Fire call standby’s

6. Training sign in sheets

Evaluator: _________________ Signature: ___________________
Rookie: ___________________ Signature: ___________________
Completion Date: ___________



Fire Fighter Empowerment

Below is a general decision making model for all personnel when faced with

an opportunity to serve the community?

 Is it the right thing for the customer?

 Is it the right thing for our department?

 Is it legal, ethical and nice?

 Is it safe?

 Is it on your organizational level?

 Is it something you are willing to be accountable for?

 Is it consistent with out department’s values, policies and mission?

If the answer to all of these questions is yes, don’t ask for permission –

JUST DO IT!



Additional Rookie year requirements:

1. Attend a minimum of 7 Rookie night trainings (4th Tuesday of the
month) in addition to the required Firefighter training requirements.

2. Completion of ICS 100, ICS 200, and ICS 700.

3. Completion of mandatory department sexual harassment in the
workplace training.

4. Completion of CPR for the professional rescuer certification.

Required in the first 24 months:

Completion of American Red Cross Emergency First Responder course.

Rookies are also highly encouraged to participate in
additional extra service, including but not limited to: Fire
safety week, hose testing, pump testing, SCBA testing, station
cleaning, truck washing, and truck maintenance.
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Apparatus Information Sheet

910

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Number of SCBA packs:___________________ Number of spare bottles:________________

Location of flash lights: _________________________________________________________
Number and type of scene lights:__________________________________________________

Location and types of hydraulic tools: ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Number and lengths of hand tools:________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of AED:______________________________________________________________
Location of ice rescue suits:______________________________________________________
Location of pneumatic bags: _____________________________________________________
Location of extension cord: ______________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of Haz-mat books: ______________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

920

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Number of SCBA packs:___________________ Number of spare bottles:________________

Location of flash lights: _________________________________________________________
Number and type of scene lights:__________________________________________________

Location and length of high rise pack: ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Number and lengths of ladders:___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of broom:________________________________________________________
Location of chain saw:__________________________________________________________
Location of foam nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of extension cord: ______________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of Haz-mat books: ______________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________



WIGGINS RURAL FIRE
PROTECTION

DISTRICT

Apparatus Information Sheet

921

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Number of SCBA packs:___________________ Number of spare bottles:________________

Location of flash lights: _________________________________________________________
Number and type of scene lights:__________________________________________________

Number and lengths of preconnects: _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Number and lengths of ladders:___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of salvage tarps:________________________________________________________
Location of pike poles:__________________________________________________________
Location of brooms: ____________________________________________________________
Location of shovels: ____________________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of Haz-mat books: ______________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

922

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Number of SCBA packs:___________________ Number of spare bottles:________________

Location of flash lights: _________________________________________________________
Number and type of scene lights:__________________________________________________

Location of hydraulic rescue tools: ________________________________________________
Types of tools: ________________________________________________________________

Number and lengths of ladders:___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of salvage tarps:________________________________________________________
Location of cribbing:____________________________________________________________
Location of brooms: ____________________________________________________________
Location of shovels: ____________________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of Haz-mat books: ______________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

923

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Number of SCBA packs:___________________ Number of spare bottles:________________

Location of flash lights: _________________________________________________________
Number and type of scene lights:__________________________________________________

Number and length of pre-connects: _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Number and lengths of ladders:___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of blankets:____________________________________________________________
Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of extension cord: ______________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of Haz-mat books: ______________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

940

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Amount of extra foam:__________________________________________________________

Location of flashlights: _________________________________________________________

Amount and type of extra fuel: ___________________________________________________

Number and lengths of hose sections:______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

How do you turn on the spray bars:________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of fire extinguisher:____________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of drop tank: __________________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

941

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Amount of extra foam:__________________________________________________________

Location of flashlights: _________________________________________________________

Amount and type of extra fuel: ___________________________________________________

Number and lengths of hose sections:______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

How do you turn on the spray bars:________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of fire extinguisher:____________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of drop tank: __________________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

942

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Amount of extra foam:__________________________________________________________

Location of flashlights: _________________________________________________________

Amount and type of extra fuel: ___________________________________________________

Number and lengths of hose sections:______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

How do you turn on the spray bars:________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of fire extinguisher:____________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of drop tank: __________________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

950

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Location of chain saw:__________________________________________________________

Location of McLeod’s: _________________________________________________________

Location of master electrical switch: _______________________________________________

Number and lengths of hose reels:_________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

How do you turn on the spray bars:________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of shovels:____________________________________________________________
Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of fire extinguisher:____________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of drip torches: ________________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

951

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Location of chain saw:__________________________________________________________

Location of McLeod’s: _________________________________________________________

Location of master electrical switch: _______________________________________________

Number and lengths of hose reels:_________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

How do you turn on the spray bars:________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of shovels:____________________________________________________________
Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of fire extinguisher:____________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of drip torches: ________________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

952

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Amount of extra foam:__________________________________________________________

Location of flash lights: _________________________________________________________

Number of fuel tanks:___________________________________________________________

Number and length of pre-connects: _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Number and lengths of extra hose:_________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of shovels:____________________________________________________________
Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of chain saw:____ ______________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of mop up kit: _________________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Apparatus Information Sheet

955

Year: _____________________ Make:___________________ Model: __________________
Length: ___________________ Width: __________________ Height: __________________

Pump :__________________________ Rated at _______________ GPM
Water capacity: ___________ gallons

Type of transmission: __________________________________________________________
Type of brakes: _______________________________________________________________

Number of compartments:_______________________________________________________
Amount of extra foam:__________________________________________________________

Location of McLeod’s: _________________________________________________________

Amount and type of extra fuel: ___________________________________________________

Number and lengths of hose reels:_________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

How do you turn on the spray bars:________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Location of shovels:____________________________________________________________
Location of extra nozzles: _______________________________________________________
Location of fire extinguisher:____________________________________________________

Location of med bag: ___________________________________________________________

Location of drip torches: ________________________________________________________

800 or VHF radio? _____________________________________________________________
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Basic knowledge quiz

1. Where on 920 where I find the hazmat reference book?_____________________________
2. In the ambulance where do I find extra back boards?_______________________________
3. 922 carries _____ gallons of water and pumps _____ gallons per minute.
4. How many ladders does 921 carry and what are the lengths?_________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
5. Who is the manufactures the hydraulic rescue tool on our apparatus and which apparatus

have them?___ _____________________________________________________________
6. 923 has two cross lays, what are the lengths of the hoses? ___________________________
7. When attacking a vehicle fire how should you approach the vehicle?___________________

_________________________________________________________________________
8. When fighting a fire, your face shield should be down. Why or why not?________________

__________________________________________________________________________
9. While responding to a structural fire as a second due engine, IC has directed you to place

you apparatus behind the first due engine, however your officer has directed you to place
your engine some place else on the scene. Who do you listen to and why?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

10. During the truck checks you notice a firefighter “pencil-whipping” the truck checks. What
do you do? ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

11. If you can’t get a blood pressure on a patient, what do you tell the medics and when?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

12. What is the proper knot to tie off a halyard? _____________________________________
13. What type of air packs do we use? ______________________________________________
14. What does duty to act mean? __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
15. How many med kits do we carry and on which apparatus are they located?______________
_____________________________________________________________________________



The History of the Maltese Cross

The badge of a fireman is the Maltese Cross. This Maltese Cross is a symbol of protection and a badge of
honor. Its story is hundreds of years old.

When a courageous band of crusaders known as the Knights of St. John, fought the Saracens
for possession of the holy land, they encountered a new weapon unknown to European
warriors. It was a simple, but a horrible device of war, it wrought excruciating pain and
agonizing death upon the brave fighters for the cross.

The Saracen's weapon was fire. As the crusaders advanced on the walls of the city, they were
struck by glass bombs containing naphtha. When they became saturated with the highly flammable liquid, the
Saracens hurled a flaming torch into their midst.

Hundreds of the knights were burned alive; others risked their lives to save their brothers-in-arms from dying
painful, fiery deaths.

Thus, these men became our first firemen and the first of a long list of courageous firefighters. Their heroic
efforts were recognized by fellow crusaders who awarded each here a badge of honor - a cross similar to the one
firemen wear today.

Since the Knights of St. John lived for close to four centuries on a little island in the Mediterranean Sea
named Malta, the cross came to be known as the Maltese Cross.

The Maltese Cross is your symbol of protection. It means that the fireman who wears this cross is willing to
lay down his life for you just as the crusaders sacrificed their lives for their fellow man so many years ago.

The Maltese Cross is a fireman's badge of honor, signifying that he works in courage - a ladder rung away
from death.

Anonymous



When I am called to duty, God, whenever flames may rage,

Give me strength to save some life, whatever be its age.

Help me embrace a little child before it to late,

Or save an older person from the horror of that fate.

Enable me to be alert and hear the weakest shout,

And quickly and efficiently to put the fire out.

I want to fill my calling and to give the best in me,

To guard my every neighbor and protect his property.

And if according to my fate, I am to lose my life,

Please bless with your protecting hand, my children and my wife.

Author Unknown


