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   As our annual BBQ fundraiser 
is just around the corner on 
Sunday July 23rd, Wilmar 
Volunteer Firefighters and Board 
members are preparing for an 
exciting and pleasurable day. It's 
more than just a fund raiser, it's a 
Community event where our 
neighbors can come together to 
visit and relax in great 
surroundings and enjoy some 
outstanding food and raffle 
prizes.  Along with the delicious 
BBQ chicken, home-made chili 
beans, salad, and ice cold 
beverages we will also have our 
brand new Fire Engine on 
display and available for rides. 
We have received compliments 
from everyone who has seen our 
new apparatus, including other 
fire professionals. Wilmar’s new 
engine was custom built to 
handle calls for service in our 
community and will serve our 
needs for many years to come. 
   Wilmar Volunteer Fire 
Department has proudly served 
our community for over 51 years. 
We currently have 22 volunteer 
Firefighters, six Fire Explorers, 
and five Board Members, plus 
one additional board member to 
round out our 6 member Mello-
Roos district board. Not only are 
our firefighters ready to respond 
to fires and medical emergencies 
24/7, they also put in many 
hours each month training, 
inspecting and maintaining the 
fire engines and equipment, and 
performing chores and projects 
around the firehouse. In addition, 
we have spent hundreds of 
hours over the last year 
attending meetings in 
partnership with other Volunteer 
Fire Company's and Sonoma 
County Fire in hopes of 
improving the fire delivery 
system in our County. 
   As we transition from a record 
breaking rainy wet winter into a 
long hot dry summer, it is time to 
make sure that all the vegetation 

that has grown up on your 
property is cut back to 
produce a defensible 
space of at least 30 feet all  
around your home. We 
encourage you to take the 
necessary steps to ensure 
the safety of your home 
and family from the threat 
of a wildfire.  Check out 
CAL FIRES information on 
protecting your home and 
preparing a plan for your 
family at 
www.readyforwildfire.org. 
Over the last few months 
we have also encountered 
many residences in our 
community where the trees 
and other vegetation has 
grown so much it has 
begun to block access into 
the home’s driveway. This 
slows our response to your 
house for a fire or medical 
emergency. In some cases 
we have had to cut tree 
branches to get an 
ambulance close enough 
to the residence to bring in 
equipment and transport 
the patient. Please take 
some time to inspect your 
property to make sure 
emergency vehicles are 
able to access your 
driveway and get to your 
home. 
   Have a safe and 
enjoyable summer.

Mike Mickelson...Chief

This Volunteer Profile is 
unusual in that it features 
two individuals who have 
worked closely together in 
supporting the Wilmar 
community for many years, 
and have decided that it 
was time to more fully 
enjoy their retirements. 
Both Al Mello and Bob 
Green have been very 
visible on the Wilmar Board 
and have also participated 

in many tasks supporting the 
Sonoma County volunteer 
firefighting community.
Al was born in Ross and grew 
up in Fairfax. He reports that at 
the age of thirteen he would 
“unofficially” go on fire calls on 
his bicycle and has always 
wanted to be a fireman. He 
started taking fire classes at 
College of Marin in 1966 and 
by 1967 was a volunteer for 
Novato Fire. He became a paid 
fireman for that city in 1968 
and over the years worked his 
way up to Battalion Chief. Al 
also started working in food 
services in high school and 
continued working in that area 
for several years while starting 
his firefighting career. He had 
worked his way up to store 
Assistant Manager when he 
made the full time transition to 
firefighting. Al had lived in 
Petaluma and commuted to 
Novato. In 1995 he moved into 
the Wilmar District and would 
stop by the Cal Fire firehouse 
where he met Mike Mickelson. 
Mike recruited him to join the 
Wilmar Board in 1998. He was 
immediately made the 
Treasurer and held that 
position for his entire tenure on 
the Board. Doing double duty, 
Al filled in as Wilmar’s Interim 
Fire Chief following the 
retirement of Don Reid for one 
year until a new chief was 
appointed.
Bob was born in San Francisco 
and raised in South San 
Francisco. Inspired by his 
brother who was a firefighter in 
South San Francisco, Bob 
started as a volunteer in SSF 
right after high school. Bob 
worked for Pacific Bell for five 
years while taking classes in 
fire sciences at night at College 
of San Mateo. He was hired by 
SSF Fire Department in1978 
and moved up the ranks during 
his thirty year career to 
Battalion Chief. He and his wife 
moved to Petaluma in 1982 
and met the Mickelson family 
which led him to join the Board 
in 1996. At that time, the 
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Wilmar firehouse still wasn’t completed. The 
fire trucks were parked in the garage, 
however the living quarters were still in bare 
studs. Bob was asked to oversee the 
construction process. The station was 
dedicated in May of 1997. Bob was first 
elected President of the Wilmar Board in 

2000 and has held that or the Vice President 
position since then.
In addition to the normal duties Bob and Al 
assumed as Wilmar  members they were 
also very active in supporting other related 
volunteer duties. During the period of 2010 - 
2014 they participated in the Vision 20/20 
Study which examined the relationship 
between the volunteer fire companies in 
Sonoma County and their Administrators, the 
Sonoma County Fire Services Office. More 
recently they were members of the 
Governance Study Committee which 
represented all eleven Sonoma County 
Volunteer companies tasked to find better 
ways to interface and improve Volunteer Fire 
Service Delivery within the county.
During Al and Bob’s tenure on the Wilmar 
Board much had been accomplished. 
Several pieces of major equipment have 
been added to the Wilmar inventory 
including the following:
9481 2016 Spartan Type I Engine
9496 2007 Freightliner Water Tender
9400 2004 Ford F-150 4 wheel drive Pick-Up 
Truck (Fire Chief) 
9471 2003 Freightliner Type III Engine
9441 2002 Chev 2500-4 wheel drive Pick-Up 
Truck
9431 1996 International Rescue/Engine
   The Mello-Roos District was formed in 
1997 with a whopping 87% voter approval 

Bob Green and Al Mello

Mike Mickelson Chief

Kelly Bradley Assistant Chief

Brian Mickelson Captain

Justin Fox Captain

Marco Barros Engineer

Patrick Bradley Engineer

Jesse Cole Engineer

Devon Gambonini Engineer

Ryan Hamilton Engineer

Kyle Marshall Engineer

Urban Anderson Firefighter

Hannah Barnett-Powell Firefighter

Eric Haggard Firefighter

Joshua Hartlieb Firefighter

Bailey Maack Firefighter

Mitch Neve Firefighter

John O’Brien Firefighter

Kevin Powell Firefighter

Shane Redmond Firefighter

Tyler Selna Firefighter

David Tuttle Firefighter

Carol Brandt Reports/Office

Bob Green Consultant

Mark Singleton Web Site

Mark Horn  Captain Support

Pat McLaughlin Auxiliary Support

Debby McLaughlin Newsletter

Al Mello Consultant

Support Staff:

WILMAR ROSTER
Below is a list of all the personnel who 
volunteer their time to serve the Wilmar 

community:

Jacob Bell Explorer
Will Coons Explorer
Jimmy Burggraf Explorer
Logan Elliot Explorer
Brandon Ruzick Explorer

EXPLORER ROSTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim Eckhoff President

Doug Hamilton Vice President

Jane Singleton Treasurer

Lisa Gravesen Secretary

Mark Singleton Director

Joe West CSA #40

providing much-needed funding for 
Wilmar. The fire station was 
completed with tremendous 
community support and all 
associated debts now retired.
Throughout the years, Bob and Al 
formed a lasting friend-ship 
reminding each other that “When 
you go - I go!” Now that Al and Bob 
are retired they both plan on doing 
some traveling. The Mellos are 
taking a cruise to Hawaii in 
November and the Greens are 
going to Rome and Paris in 
September. We wish them both a 
great retirement as they have been 
huge contributors to the Wilmar 
community. It is with sadness and 
tremendous appreciation that we 
say “Good Bye” and “job well 
done”.

Bob Mickelson
1930 -- 2017

Wilmar Co-Founder
First Wilmar Chief

With sympathy to 
the Mickelson family 
from a grateful 
Wilmar community.


