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Department Update

From Board President Jim Eckhoff
On behalf of the Wilmar Volunteer Fire
Department I hope that all of our community friends and neighbors are safe
and well during these unprecedented
times. 2020 has been a challenging year
for everyone, but through it all our volunteer firefighters and support staff have
continued to maintain a high level of preparedness. As always our first priority is
to respond to emergencies and calls for
service in the Wilmar/San Antonio areas
and our neighboring districts. It’s been
a balancing act providing for the safety
of our volunteer firefighters while still
responding to emergencies during these
times, but under the leadership of Chief
Mike Mickelson and Assistant Chief Kelly
Bradley we’ve implemented guidelines
and procedures that allow our firefighters to not only respond to calls but to
keep up to date on necessary training
and equipment maintenance.
Not only has your fire department continued to serve our community during
these challenging times, but since the
beginning of the year we have actually
enhanced our ability to respond quickly
to emergencies. Through our partnership with Goldridge Fire Protection District and Northbay Fire, we now have a
paid firefighter staffing our fire station
during the day. We have also begun a
program to pay our volunteers a stipend
to work shifts at the station providing ad-
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ditional firefighters ready to respond at a
moment’s notice. These enhancements
will be even more beneficial as we face
another long, dry wildland fire season.
Sadly, due to concerns of the COVID-19
virus we have decided to cancel this year’s
annual Wilmar Chicken BBQ. The BBQ
has been our biggest annual fundraiser
for the past 53 years, so even though we
won’t be able to have a BBQ we’d still
like to give our community members an
opportunity to support your volunteers
by purchasing the enclosed raffle tickets.
Thank you in advance for your support,
rest assured the BBQ will be back next
year bigger than ever!
The Board of Directors is pleased to
welcome aboard Stephanie Mickelson
as our newest board member. Stephanie
was elected at our Annual Community
Meeting in March and will take over as
board treasurer. Stephanie is stepping in
for Jane Singleton who served tirelessly
as board treasurer and coordinator for
the annual Chicken BBQ for several years.
We are sorry to see Jane go but are happy to welcome Stephanie on board!
As always I can never thank our volunteer firefighters and support staff
enough for all that they do for this community. Even during these trying times
their dedication and commitment has
been unwavering. Thank You.
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Debris fire in a truck at Recology

TIPS FOR LAWN MOWER SAFETY
Know how to use the
machine safely.
Plan to mow in the
morning, not in the heat
of the day when a spark
may start a fire.
Walk the area to be mowed quickly
before mowing to remove anything that
could be struck by the machine.
Dress the part. Proper footwear, Long
pants, hearing protection, and eye protection.
Ensure safe operation. Never carry
passengers on a riding mower.
Beware of burns. Take care when adding fuel, let the engine cool so that there
are no ignition sources that could ignite.
Stay Safe! Mike Mickelson, Wilmar
Fire Chief

AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILMARFIRE
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WILMAR VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT.
54TH ANNUAL FUND RAISER

Drawing Aug 17th 2020, at the Wilmar Board Meeting

Be sure to fill out, cut up and mail in your stubs
in the envelope provided, and include $20 for the
WHITE tickets to win $$$$

Stay safe during Fire Season, Here are some tips from PG&E.
What you can expect

If PG&E ever needs to temporarily turn off
power for safety due to forecasted extreme
fire danger conditions, customers can expect:
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The threat of extreme weather and wildfires
continues to grow. Create and practice a safety
plan to protect you, your family and your property.

Update your contact information
Early Warning Notification
Our goal, dependent on weather, is to send
outage alerts to customers at 48 hours,
24 hours and just prior to shutting off
power. We will do so through automated
calls, texts and emails.
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Stay safe. Take action.

Ongoing Updates
Regular updates about a possible Public
Safety Power Shutoff event will be provided
through social media, local news, radio and
at pge.com. You can follow PG&E on Twitter
(@PGE4Me), Facebook (@pacificgasandelectric)
and Instagram.

Safety Inspections
After the extreme weather has passed and
it is safe to do so, our crews will work to
inspect the lines and safely restore power.

Power Restoration
We expect to be able to visually inspect the
system for damage and restore power to
most of our customers within 24 to 48 hours
after extreme weather has passed. Because
extreme weather can last several hours or
days, for planning purposes, we suggest
customers prepare for outages that could
last longer than 48 hours.

Visit pge.com/mywildfirealerts
or call us at 1-866-743-6589.

Plan for any medical needs

Talk with your doctor and plan for
medications that need refrigeration or
medical devices that require power.

Keep a hard copy of emergency
phone numbers on hand

Know who to call in an emergency by using
the insert included in this brochure.

Build or restock your
emergency supply kit

Stock supplies to last a week —
include flashlights, fresh batteries,
first aid supplies, food, water and cash.

Designate an emergency
meeting location
Practice manually opening
your garage door
Consider staying with a friend
or relative during an outage
Ensure any backup generators
are ready to safely operate
Generator safety tips can be found
at pge.com/backupgeneration.

