
WILMAR
Spring Issue Newsletter March 2023

Volume MMXXIII  Published Once A Year, Issue 1Department Update

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.WILMARFIRE.COM AND ON       AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILMARFIRE
WILMAR FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC. A free community newsletter, 3825 Bodega Avenue, Petaluma CA 94952

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

While the summer was a mild year for 
fires for Station 94 Wilmar, we have been 
busy with many other interesting ventures 
at our station. The primary change is the 
addition of a Spartan 2022 Medium Air/
Light Rescue. The idea of a new rescue ve-
hicle for Station 94 Wilmar started in 2018. 
An apparatus Committee was put together 
and dedicated countless hours of research 
and design back and forth with the rescue 
builder SVI we were able to purchase 
the rescue. In early spring 2020 we 
were able to order the rescue then 
everything slowed down, way down. 
Finally in the late spring of 2022 we 
were advised that our new rescue 
was going to the assembly line to start 
to be built. After many more hours of 
design specs, equipment purchases 
and placement, trips to the SVI facto-
ry, testing and many other factors the 
new Rescue has arrived at Station 94 
Wilmar. Thank you to those who ded-
icated their time and effort into mak-
ing this a reality for our station.

This new piece of equipment will 
benefit not only the Wilmar area with 
every day responses for auto extri-
cations, fires and an Air/Light unit at 
larger events. The rescue is equipped 
to meet the Cal OES Medium Rescue 
compliment of tools and equipment. 
In anticipation of the delivery of the 
new rescue our volunteers have been 
taking many specialty classes to bet-
ter use the full capabilities of the 
new rescue. When we received the 
new rescue we were approached by the 
Marin USAR Team and asked to become 
members on the Marin USAR Rescue Task 
Force 1. A coveted position that will allow 
our members access to more specialized 
training that could be used in our area 
and throughout the State. Many thanks to 
those individuals Wilmar Board and past 
members who have made this new pur-
chase a reality.

Another change at Wilmar is we are now 
a part of the North Bay Fire Department 

encompassing all seven of the CSA40 vol-
unteer fire companies including Lakeville, 
Wilmar, Two Rock, Valley Ford, Bodega, 
Camp Meeker and Fort Ross and merging 
them into one regional fire department 
with Gold Ridge Fire Protection District 
as the administrative body. This is a goal 
that has been worked toward by all seven 
stations and Gold Ridge over the last four 
years as the county has worked to reduce 
the number of individual volunteer depart-
ments into one single department. This 

process has gone to the LAFCO Board and 
will be heard at their monthly meeting in 
April of 2023 and has a possibility of being 
in place by July 1, 2023. 

Station 94 Wilmar added a second 40 
hour person to make sure there was staff-
ing during the 7am to 5pm time period. 
We also staff stipend volunteers along with 
the 40-hour firefighters and we have sev-
eral nights per week where we are staffed 
with volunteers. We responded to more 
than 460 emergency calls in 2022 that in-
cluded calls in our district, the city of Pet-

aluma, Rancho Adobe, most of Sonoma 
County and the State on Mutual Aid calls. 
While we were not called out on any major 
fires this year we did participate in many 
responses within Sonoma County. This was 
accomplished while still staffing Station 94 
Wilmar. That, along with the ability to have 
day time staffing at the station has given us 
a faster response to better serve the Wil-
mar community.

Station 94 Wilmar is fortunate to 
have such a dedicated and profession-
al group of volunteers that provide a 
valuable service to your community. 

With the addition of the new res-
cue, we will be doing more training 
with other outside agencies so they 
can become familiar with what we 
have and do at Station 94 Wilmar.

 Safety and Prevention Note
The winter storms have brought 

flooding, tree damage and downed 
power lines. Remember that winter 
is still upon us and that spring is just 
around the corner. Take the time to 
look at your driveway access, can 
a fire engine eight feet wide and 
up to ten feet tall make it up your 
driveway to your house or is it over 
grown with brush and trees that will 
restrict the access of the responding 
emergency vehicles? Don’t wait until 
an emergency happens, maintain 
your access and egress points. Many 
times, when we respond to medical 

emergencies, we find it difficult to even get 
the ambulance close to the home, because 
of tight access. When there is a fire moving 
through your community, firefighters will 
evaluate your home in just a few seconds 
to determine if it is defensible and safe 
for them to protect. So, take the time 
this spring to evaluate your home access 
and surrounding areas. CAL FIRE has a 
web site that can assist you with helpful 
hints on defending your home at www.
readyforwildfire.org

- Kelly Bradley, Wilmar Fire Chief

Message from the Board of Directors: Greetings to our Wilmar Volunteer Fire Department friends and neighbors! It’s been another ac-
tive year for our volunteer fire department, and we hope to see you at the annual community meeting on Monday, March 20 to bring 
you up to date. The meeting will be held at the Wilmar Fire Station at 6:30 P.M., plan to attend and support your volunteers. 

I’m sad to report that after serving on the board of directors tirelessly for the past five years, Board Member Mark Singleton decided 
to step down at the end of last year. Mark will be sorely missed, he has served as the annual chicken BBQ fundraiser coordinator as 
well as managing our newsletter and social media. On the bright side we welcomed Alan Lewitter on board as an interim Board Mem-
ber to fill Mark’s position. Not only has Alan been running the kitchen at the annual chicken BBQ for years, his father Ed Lewitter was 
one of the founding members of the Wilmar Board in 1967! Thank you to both Mark and Alan for all your service! 

If you’ve been keeping up on local news you’ve probably noticed that fire service in Sonoma County has been undergoing a significant 
change over the past several years. Not too long ago there were more than 40 different fire agencies responding to emergency calls in 
Sonoma County. The consolidation of agencies and standardization of service that’s currently taking place is long overdue, but as with 
any large scale change it doesn’t occur quickly – especially when government agencies are involved! For our Wilmar Fire Department 
the changes have been - and continue to be - very positive. The County of Sonoma decided to discontinue directly managing all of 
the volunteer fire companies in the County several years ago. Rather than being absorbed by other larger fire districts, the remain-
ing volunteer companies (including Wilmar) united to form a new agency: North Bay Fire. North Bay Fire receives funding from the 
County and is administered by the neighboring Gold Ridge Fire Protection District. This sharing of resources and administrative costs 
is a mutual benefit for both of the agencies. The Wilmar fire station continues to be the largest and busiest of all the North Bay Fire 
stations, and members of the Wilmar Department are playing key roles in establishing the policies and procedures that will guide 
North Bay Fire into the future. The formal establishment of North Bay Fire is still awaiting final approval by LAFCO (the government 
agency responsible for approving these types of consolidations) but we hope to receive it soon. While the transition of Wilmar from 
being a single volunteer company to part of a larger department is daunting, it will be a huge benefit to our community. Already it has 
resulted in enhanced training and upgraded equipment for our firefighters, and has enabled us to have paid and on-call firefighters at 
our station to supplement our volunteers which allows us to respond to emergency calls even quicker. With the formal establishment 
of North Bay Fire it is very likely that in the not too distant future our Wilmar Fire Station will be staffed by paid Firefighters around 
the clock.  

It may not feel like summer yet, but the Wilmar Volunteer Fire Department annual chicken BBQ and fundraiser is just around the cor-
ner! The BBQ will be on Sunday July 23 at the Holy Ghost Hall – we look forward to seeing you there! Not only can you enjoy delicious 
chicken and side dishes, ice cold beverages, and some fabulous raffle prizes, but it’s also a great opportunity to support your volun-
teer fire department.

As always, I’m very proud of all our Volunteer Firefighters and support staff here at Wilmar. Their tireless commitment responding to 
emergencies and serving their community are a big part of what makes the Wilmar area such a great place to live. Thank You!

Annual Community Meeting 
MARCH 20TH 2023 @ 6:30PM
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