November 5th, 2015
Fire District 22 Getchell Citizens,
I would like to first say thank you for the tremendous support this community has provided its fire
department over the years. The support you have and continue to provide is never taken for granted.
Because if this support, the Commissioners and staff of the fire department have been able to make the
required changes to improve not only the level of service, but the Washington Survey and Rating Bureau
score as well.
The Washington Survey and Rating Bureau (WSRB) is the premier source of property underwriting and
rating for the insurance industry. Approximately 75% of insurance companies use the WSRB to determine
insurance rates. They essentially evaluate a fire district’s capabilities through an extensive testing and
evaluation process and then issue a score based on those findings. A score of 10 equates to no fire
protection, and a score of 1 equates to exceptional fire protection. The lower the score, the better the fire
protection. Snohomish County Fire District No. 22 Getchell has been scored a 7 and 8 for the last 9 years.
Because of this score, our citizens have paid above average insurance premiums than other similarly sized
communities with a better score.
I’m very pleased to report that the WSRB’s evaluation concluded that the district’s lofty goal of improving
the protection class rating score was a significant success.
Protection class ratings have been improved to include the following changes:
•

If you live within five miles from a fire station and within 1000 feet from a fire hydrant, you
will improve from PC 7 to Protection Class Rating 4.

•

If you live within five miles from a fire station and exceed 1000 feet from a fire hydrant, you
will improve from PC 8 to Protection Class Rating 5

If you have an insured building within the geographical borders of Fire District No. 22, you are likely to
receive a significant discount on your homeowner’s or renter’s insurance. Contact your insurance company
immediately to determine your possible discount. We recommend you provide your insurance agent with
the attached letter from the Washington Survey and Rating Bureau.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Travis Hots, District Fire Chief
Snohomish County Fire District No. 22

