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             On March 16, 1911, about midnight, the 
people of Chesapeake City were called from their homes by a fire 
alarm.  The town at this time did not have any Fire Company and 
the town residents had to use buckets in order to stop the fire. 
The fire was located on Canal Street. The men with their buckets 
were doing all they could to put an end to the blaze but it had 
too much of a head start. 

            The steamer PENN was going through the Canal, 
seeing the blaze stopped to help and with their help were able to 
save some buildings, but not before the fire destroyed three 
buildings.  This was a great loss to the owners of the houses as 
well as for the people living in them. 

            The people of the town hastened to organize 
a Fire Company.  A meeting was held on April 1, 1911 in a 
building owned by Mr. Reed.  At this meeting they decided to 
ask each taxpayer in town to pay a certain amount towards the 
starting of a Fire Company. 
 

             Subscriptions taken from the town people 
amounted to $600.10.  On April 13th at Mr. Reed’s Store, the Fire 
Company was organized and the following administrative officers 
were appointed to serve a three month term: 

G.H. Reuss, President 

      J.S. Hopper, Vice-President 

   J.T. Loveless, Secretary 

   H.W. Caldwell, Treasurer 

   

 

 



  At the next meeting, the By-Laws Committee consisting of B. 
Carpenter, R. Reese, Dr. C.C. Laws submitted a set of   by-laws they 
had drawn up.  After accepting the by-laws it was agreed when 
subscriptions reached $900, the subscription list would be called in, 
binding the subscribers to pay their subscriptions.  Dues were set at 
$1.00.  At this same meeting the Company was officially named: 

 

VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY NO. 1 OF CHESAPEAKE CITY 

  In May 1911, a committee was appointed to buy an engine.  
This committee went to William B. Hargraves, Secretary and Treasurer 
of Building and Wrecking Company, Baltimore, Maryland and purchased a 
First-Class Make Fire Engine Steamer   of the suction-type that had 
been used in a theatrical play called, “FIGHTING THE FLAMES.”  The 
cost of the engine was $366.30.  This was a great bargain as the 
engine had been      used very little. 

  The engine being purchased, the Company bought a suction 
hose for $100, along with 1600 feet of hose for $1,200. This was 
sufficient hose to reach from the creek or canal to     any house in 
the town.  Motorized equipment, at this time was not invented, and 
the firemen pulled the steamer to its destination to fight the fires. 

  W.A. Queck, G.N. Bennett, and J.P. Steele formed a building 
committee to find a suitable place to house the engine. The committee 
located and decided to rent the building known    as the Butcher Shop 
and Pool Room for both housing the engine and meetings.  The Company 
proceeded to acquire other necessary equipment such as hose carts, 
lanterns, ladders, axes, etc. 

  At first, the firemen were alerted for fires by ringing all 
the church bells in the town.  Later alarms were sounded by the Canal 
and Back Creek Towing Company, by using the whistle on the lock 
engine.  Around 1913, the lock engine not being in use constantly, a 
bell constructed from a steel rim from a locomotive was used.  The 
code used was sounding four short blasts for fires on the north side; 
one long and two short for fires on the south side. 

  A meeting held, June 1, 1911, saw the reappointment of the  
administrative officers for the remainder of the year. Trustees were 
J.P. Steele, G.N. Bennett, W. Smithers. 

 



  The first line officers were appointed: 

B. Carpenter, Chief 

J. Brown, Engineer of the Steamer 

Dr. C.C. Laws, Chief Pipeman 

  Midway in 1911, discussion was held on building a new 
engine house on the property the government was willing to lease to 
the Company.  The building committee set the dimensions of  the house 
at 30’x20’x18’.  These sizes were given to Mr. Harry Pencil who drew 
up the plans.  Mr. Brown was contracted and finished the building in 
November 1911, for the sum of $800.   

 

 

Original Fire House built on the South Side later moved to the North 
Side of Town 

 

  The citizens of the town decorated their homes for    the 
ceremonies of housing the apparatus in the new hose house erected 
along the causeway. 



  The affair was preceded by a torchlight parade in which 
Singerly Fire Company, with the Elkton Band, Chesapeake City firemen 
and the Chesapeake City Band participated. 

  The parade was headed by the Elkton Band followed by about 
forty firemen, who wore their equipment and helmets, then followed 
the hook and ladder truck and then the steamer from Elkton.  The 
Chesapeake City firemen wore red jackets and blue caps and carried 
lighted torches.  The Chesapeake City Band headed the firemen.  The 
steamer and hose cart of the new company followed the marching 
firemen; the hose cart being drawn by the firemen and the engine by 
four large gray horses.  The route of the parade was through nearly 
all the streets of the town.  A bazaar and supper followed the 
housing of the apparatus. 

  The Fire Company became a corporation of the State of 
Maryland on November 14, 1911 under the name of: 

 

VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY NO.1 OF CHESAPEAKE CITY, INC. 

 

  The organization held its first director’s meeting    on 
December 21, 1911.  New by-laws were adopted.  Dues were   set at 25 
cents a year for members.  The total amount of capital stock of the 
company was 200 shares of the par value of $1.00. Any person desiring 
to become a member of the Company had to buy one share of stock and 
were issued a stock certificate. 

  The first directors of the corporation were: J.P.Steele, 
C.C. Laws, W. Smithers, B. Carpenter, G.N. Bennett, J.M.Brown, 
G.H.Reus, J.T.Loveless, J.S.Hopper, H.W.Caldwell. 

  The first election of officers by the members was held at 
the Annual Meeting of the Company on January 4, 1912. 

 

 

 

 

 



The officers elected were: 

G.H. Reuss, President 

      J.S. Hopper, Vice President 

 A.G. Deibert, Secretary 

 H.W. Caldwell, Treasurer 

B. Carpenter, Chief 

          J. Brown, Engineer of Steamer  

C.C. Laws, Chief Pipeman 

 

  After successfully negotiating a loan from the bank the 
Company purchased a American La France Steamer for $2,000 on 
September 10, 1919.  This engine was also pulled by the firemen to 
fires.  The government later helped the Company by using one of their 
trucks to tow the engine to fires. 

  In 1922, the Chesapeake City Band organized under the name 
of the Volunteer Fire Company No.1 Band.  All participants were fire 
company members with their officers: W.S.Broadway, President, 
J.R.Broadway, Vice President, J. Hudson, Secretary, F.Fillingame, 
Treasurer, J.Sager, Leader.  This band was used in parades and other 
events and received many awards. 

  A letter was received from the War Department on     
November 6, 1922 informing the Company that they were revoking the 
lease on the land occupied by the Company and were directed to vacate 
the premises. 

  The Company purchase its first motorized fire truck,   a 
600 gallon, gas-propelled 1924 American La France for $10,500. 

  On March 2, 1925, the War Department again warned the 
Company that any further occupancy on the land will be at the Corps 
of Engineers stating the Company’s desire to have the engine house 
moved.  The Company had the engine house moved by barge to the north 
side of the canal. 

 



 

             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
     

 

1924 American La France entering Biddle Street 



 

Ladies Auxiliary in Ocean City – 1939 

  Left to Right:  Miss Haggerty, Sara Hutchinson, Doll Borger,    
Hilda Robinson, Katies Kirk, Mary Logue, Katherine Davis 

 

1925 Delaware Convention at Wilmington, Delaware 

Front Row: Ralph Bungard, Ward Beaston, James Kirk,Sr., John Mason, 
John Schaefer, Jeff McCoy, Edward Taylor, Woodie Walker, Ben 
Carpenter, Albert Stapp, Frank Howard, Judge Johnson, Charles Foard, 
Archie Vaughn 

Rear Row: Herbert Hannigan, Townsend Walter, Arnold Pryor, George 
Fillingame  Remaining Unknown, 1924 American La France behind firemen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Kirk, Sr., and John Mason riding the 1935 Dodge in an Elkton 
Parade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred Mebis on the Oren in an Elkton Parade 

            



  The ladies of Chesapeake City met with the Board of 
Directors of the Fire Company on May 21, 1928.  The President of the 
Company, T.H. Walters stressed the needs and aims of an   Auxiliary 
of the Fire Company. 

  The ladies organized on May 21, 1938 with eighteen members. 
Their official title being: 

Ladies Auxiliary 

Of the 

Volunteer Fire Company No.1 of Chesapeake City, Inc. 

 

The first officers elected were: 

Mrs. Nellie B. Reed, President 

Mrs. Z.T. Cooling, Vice President 

Miss Lidie D. Sager, Secretary 

Miss Kathryn T. Schaefer, Treasurer 

 

 The object of the organization is to assist the Board of 
Directors and all members of the Fire Company in any manner possible. 

 The Company Board of Directors discussed purchasing a smaller 
piece of fire fighting apparatus and on April 30, 1935, purchased a 
Dodge truck consisting of a 400 GPM American La France pump with a 
300 gallon booster tank in addition to other fire fighting equipment 
for $2,750. 

 To obtain additional space for housing the equipment, it would 
be necessary to build an addition to the fire house.  The Company 
decided against an addition and had plans drawn up to build a new 
fire house in October 1937.  After searching for possible locations 
for a fire house, a lot owned by Mrs. Montgomery was purchased by the 
Ladies Auxiliary for $500 and presented to the Company as a gift.  In 
May 1938, the steel-framed building was completed. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures of the fire house before expansion 

 

    



  The Company became members of the Harford and Cecil County 
Fireman’s Association on February 5, 1941. 

  The Company purchased a used 1939 truck and equipped it 
with a water tank and hose.  This truck was kept on the South Side of 
town in Bungard’s Garage later being moved to Clifford Whitoak’s 
Garage, which was used to respon to fires on that side of the canal. 

  Holding position of Chief for 1943, A. Bramble was   
appointed Forest Warden for this territory by Mr. Bayles,   Warden-
in-Charge of Cecil County.  As Forest Warden, Mr. Bramble appointed 
many fellow members as assistants to combat forest fires. 

  A 1951 Oren Fire Engine Pumper was purchased for  $14,495 
from the Oren Roanoke Corporation, Roanoke, Virginia.  This unit was 
a gas-powered truck having a water tank capacity of 750 gallons with 
a pump able to produce 750 gallons-per-minute. This unit’s 
identification was 213. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



   Since many of the fire calls were not of the 
structural type, the Fire Company purchased a 1955 Dodge Power 
Wagon for $7,180.  This unit had the necessary equipment to 
combat field and forest fires.  It was equipped with a winch 
used for unusual tasks.  A snow plow was mounted for winter 
use.  This unit identification was 251. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

L to R Front:  W.Barcus Jr., F.Lum, N.Hessey, R.Whitoak, 
C.Wharton, W.K.Long, J.R.May, L to R Rear: J.Caleb,Sr., 
R.Nowland, J.Stubbs, P.Allen, M.Collins, P.Stapp 

 

 

L to R Front: H.Loller, J.A.Stapp, J.Mason, W.C.Cooling,       
L to R Rearc: B.Lupfer, P.Stapp, R.Benson, R.L.Loller, 
W.K.Long, M.Collins 



 While responding to assist Galena Fire Company at a fire 
on May 18, 1956, the fire itself being a catastrophe, there was 
considerable damage to equipment as well as the loss of one our 
own: 

 

 

 

 

 

who was killed due to an explosion at the scene. 

 

Other firefighters injured were: 

W.C. Cooling 

M. Collins, Sr. 

W.K. Long, Sr. 

H.Caleb 

 



 

 

 

Galena Disaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Representatives from our Company were present at a 
meeting in North East, on November 11, 1956, for the organizing 
of an association of all Fire Companies of Cecil County, which 
was named “The Mutual Fire Aid Association of Cecil County”, 
now known as “The Cecil County Firemen’s Association.” 

  The old fire house was sold to the Town Commissioners 
of Chesapeake City on August 1, 1957.  This building is 
presently being used as the Town Hall. 

 

  

 

 

Unit 212 

  A Barton American Ford Pumper was ordered on August 
7, 1958 for $18,245.  Unit 212 equipped with a 1000 gallon 
booster tank and pump able to produce 750 gallons-per-minute, 
including a generator and portable pump plus other standard 
firefighting equipment. 



  A Central Alarm System connecting the Company with 
Civil Defense Headquarters in Elkton, Maryland went into effect 
on October 2, 1961. 

  A committee was formed to search for a Rescue/Salvage 
truck.  On February 19, 1963 representatives from the MWG 
Ambulance and Fire Apparatus Company, brought a 1953 Chevrolet 
Ambulance to the fire house.  The Company decided instead of 
purchasing a rescue/salvage truck to start an Ambulance 
Service.  The ambulance was purchased for $6,650. 

 

 

 

 

Company’s first Ambulance, later used as a Rescue Truck 

  

 

 

 



  The following firefighters were elected as the 
Company’s first ambulance officers: 

James Stubbs, Ambulance Chief 

F.L. Collins, Ambulance Secretary 

  On May 2, 1963, many of the members completed the Red 
Cross First Aid Course.  Participants included: 

 

Walter Barcus  Franklin Lum  Raymond Stevens 

William Bolton  Thomas Lynch  James Stubbs 

John Caleb,Jr.  John May   Charles F. Wharton 

Lee Collins  Charles Price  A. Walls 

M. Collins,Sr.  Paul Stapp  Robert Whiteoak 

James Gorman,Jr. Reverend Staton H. Wilfong 

 

 

  The New Castle County Volunteer Firemen’s Association 
granted our Company honorary membership on May 21, 1964. 

  Phillips Home Builders of Middletown, Delaware was 
contracted on May 5, 1966 to build an addition to the fire 
house.  Cost of this expansion was $26,420. 

  The Board of Directors order a 1968 American La 
France pumper on April 3, 1968 for the sum of $27,792. 
Designated as Unit 211, this diesel power truck had a tank 
capacity of 1,000 gallons of water and pump capable of 
producing 1,250 gallons-per-mite.   

  The later part of April a 1964 Cadillac Ambulance was 
purchased from Harry J. Siegel for $4,500. This unit was 
designated as ambulance 291, replaced the Chevrolet Ambulance.  
The Chevrolet Ambulance was converted to a light rescue.  



 

 Building Addition 



 

 Unit 211 was received on January 14, 1969.  The new 
addition completed and the new engine received, it was decided 
to hold a dedication ceremony.  The ceremony consisted of a 
parade of visiting apparatus followed by speeches from many 
guests.  The Ladies Auxiliary served a buffet after the 
ceremony and housing. 

 



 



 

Building Dedication Ceremony for New Addition 

 

 

Housing of Apparatus by Neighboring Chiefs 

 

 



 

1969 Oldsmobile Ambulance was purchased from A. Geissel and 
Sons, Colman, Pa. for $7,800 on July 15, 1971 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  The Company was informed that Amerada Hess Oil 
Company was disposing of some of their tankers.  Our Company 
obtained a 5650 gallon 1960 Heil tanker.  A committee was 
appointed to draw up plans on the construction of the tanker 
for firefighting use.  The Lions Club of Chesapeake City 
donated a portable pump which was mounted on the apparatus.  
The Company then purchased a 1966 GMC tractor to pull the 
tanker from Harold Reynolds, Jr.  After extensive work by the 
members cleaning, adding outlets, fill pipes, sanding and 
repainting, the Company has one of its proudest accomplishments 
Units 221. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

For the past sixty-one years, the Fire Company has kept pace 
with time, serving the community with faithfulness in time of 
need and saving our friends and neighbors thousands of dollars.  
This goal is attained due to the hard work and dedication of 
our past and present firefighters. 

   Looking back, the Company has come a long way 
from the bucket brigade.  Our equipment is of the modern type 
meeting the requirements of present day fire fighting tactics.  
Our improvement will continue to get better as long as there 
are homes, buildings or anything that will burn and we have the 
dedicated members, as we have had in the past, to help achieve 
these improvements. 

 

 

 

 


