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PROCEDURE MANUAL   Code: 2-6-7 
Fire Operations 
Declaration of Fire Ground Emergencies 
Original Date: 4/1/03  Revised Date: 10/26/10  

 
7.01 PURPOSE 
 

To provide clear policy and specific procedures for Declaring and Responding to a Fire Ground 
Emergency  

7.02 SCOPE  
 
All Sonoma County Fire (County Fire) paid and volunteer staff. 

 
7.03 POLICY  
 

It is the policy of County Fire that safety of firefighters is of paramount concern.  And as such, it 
is determined that this set of procedures shall be used to establish the method to inform all 
personnel that an incident emergency exists and to evacuate personnel during emergency 
situations.  

 
7.04  DEFINITIONS 
  

IDLH: Immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH) means an atmosphere that poses an 
immediate threat to life, would cause irreversible adverse health effect, or would impair an 
individual’s ability to escape from a dangerous atmosphere.  

 
PAR: Personnel accountability report is a system to account for all fire fighters operating in the 
hot zone. The hot zone will be defined as any area that requires the use of an SCBA.  Use of the 
PAR system will increase fire fighter safety and provide the Incident Commander or company 
Officers a means to track the location and function of fire fighters on the scene. (SOP 2-6-4). 

 
Backup or 2 Out Members: Two members/personnel who remain outside the hazard area during 
the initial stages of an incident. The backup members shall be responsible for maintaining a 
constant awareness of the member and identity of members operating in the hazard area, their 
location and function, and time of entry. The backup members shall remain in radio, visual, voice 
or signal line communications with the team. (NFPA 1500 6-4.4) (SOP 2-6-6) 

 
RIC: Rapid Intervention Crew/Company (RIC) - A crew or company designated to stand by in a 
state of readiness to perform a rescue effort of firefighters.  (SOP 2-6-1) 
 
Unity of Command: The Incident Commander is ultimately responsible for the accountability of 
all personnel at the incident. Each supervisor (Operations, Branches, Division/Groups/Strike 
Teams/Task Forces, Single Increments/Companies) is responsible for all personnel under their 
command.  

 
Emergency Traffic: A term used to clear designated channels used at an incident to make way for 
important radio traffic for firefighter emergency situations or an immediate change in tactical 
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operations.  
 

Mayday: Should not be used for fire ground communication that could cause confusion with the 
term for aeronautical and nautical emergencies. 

 
Priority Traffic: Will be used when notifying REDCOM/St Helena of other emergencies (i.e. 
traffic accidents, other fires or medical aids).  

 
Emergency Evacuation Signal: A means of communication to all involved personnel the need to 
withdraw / evacuate an area.  

 
7.05 COMMUNICATION PROCEDURES 
 

1. Any field resource or personnel may initiate an Emergency Traffic signal when they are 
involved in or witness to an emergency situation such as a down firefighter, entrapment, 
engulfment or sudden separation of companies or individuals operating at an emergency scene.   

 
2. When Emergency Traffic is given by the affected firefighter or company involved, it will be 

repeated three times. For Example: “Emergency Traffic, pause 1 second, Emergency Traffic, 
pause one second, Emergency Traffic. We have a firefighter down in Division Alpha.”  

 
3. Per REDCOM SOP #26, upon receiving the Emergency Traffic declaration, REDCOM will 

transmit a three tone alert and repeat the declaration of Emergency Traffic. Once this phrase is 
transmitted, all incident frequencies (control, tactic and support) belong to the individual 
declaring the emergency. 

 
4. An Emergency Traffic declaration at an emergency scene shall result in immediate 

communication to affected individual(s) or company.  
 
5. Communications with the affected individual should be maintained until the emergency is 

resolved. 
 
6. After communicating with the affected individual, the IC and Safety Officer will utilize the 

radio tactical channel to notify all companies and individual(s) operating at the emergency 
scene of the distress signal and request a PAR. For Example; “All units operating at the 
Bodega incident, we have received an Emergency Traffic signal from Division Bravo. 
Reassemble and standby for a PAR”.  (SOP 2-6-4) 
 

7. Every attempt should be made by witnesses to determine the last location known location of 
the downed, lost, or entrapped individuals or companies. The IC shall be notified of this 
situation and any known hazards that contributed to the incident or may further endanger the 
lives of individual(s) or companies operating at the emergency scene.  
 

8. Company Officers should maintain control of their company by reassembling and providing a 
PAR when requested. 

 
9. Should an evacuation be necessary, a signal shall be sounded utilizing an audible alert, 

initiated by the Incident Commander (IC) and Safety Officer, notifying companies of an 
Emergency Evacuation situation. The audible alert will consist of repeated short blast of the 
air horn for approximately 10 seconds, followed by 10 second of silence. This sequence of air 
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horn blasts followed by a 10 seconds period of silence will be done three times. Total air horn 
evacuation signal including periods of silence will last 50 seconds.  

 
10. The Emergency Evacuation signal shall be preceded by a verbal command on the tactical 

channel given by the Incident Commander and a repeat of the verbal command upon 
completion of the air horn blast sequence. 

 
 

Implementation of the Rapid Intervention Crew 
1. A RIC shall be deployed to the area know to be the last sighting of the 

individual(s) or companies entrapped, engulfed, or separated. 
 

2. RIC operations shall follow SOP 2-6-1. 
 

Personnel Accountability Report 
 
1. Upon conclusion of an Emergency Traffic Declaration, the Safety Officer shall conduct a 

personnel accountability report. 
 

2.  PAR operations shall follow SOP 2-6-4.  
 

3. Upon conclusion of the search a status update shall be reported by the Safety Officer. 
 
 

  
7.06 REFERENCES 

 
National Fire Protection Association 1500 
Sonoma County Operations Group 

 
 
 
 
 


