
Care of Cut Christmas Trees:  

 

As soon as you get your tree home, put the base of its trunk in water. If you are 

putting up the tree immediately, after it has been put in the stand and placed inside 

your home, add water to the tree stand. If you are going to wait to put the tree up, 

store it in a cool place out of direct sunlight. An unheated car port or garage is 

perfect, but a shady spot outside of your house will also work well. Place the trunk 

in a bucket of water if you are not putting it up immediately. If possible, prior to 

bringing the tree inside your home, cut ½ to one inch (about 3 centimeters) off the 

bottom of the trunk to aid in water absorption.  The Aldie Volunteer Fire 

Department can cut the base of the tree for you free of charge if you do not have a 

saw or if it is not convenient for you to do so.  

 

Whether your tree is erected immediately or stored outside, remember to continue 

to add water. Your tree will require water to be added daily whether it is stored 

inside or outside. This is the single most important thing you can do to prolong the 

life of your tree and to keep it fragrant.   

 

When erecting your Christmas Tree inside of your house, try to keep it away from 

heating vents, fireplaces and direct sunlight, as the cooler the tree and the air 

around it are, the longer the tree will last.  Check your Christmas lights to ensure 

that there are no bare wires or other hazards that could start a fire.  NEVER use 

real candles on or near a Christmas tree. 

 

If children and/or pets are in the house, a string tied ¾ of the way up the tree and 

attached to a nail or staple in a nearby window frame or door frame can provide a 

great deal of added stability to your Christmas Tree.  
 


