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Kootenai County 

FireSmartTM is a program that 
helps homeowners to mitigate 
the chances of  serious wildfire  
damage in areas where home 
sites and forested areas meet, 

called the Wildlife Urban 
Interface or WUI. 

 

FireSmartTM 

For questions, please contact 
Kootenai County Office Of 

Emergency Management at  
208-446-1779 or by email to 

kcoem@kcgov.us 
 

For information on fire  
prevention classes, please contact  

University of Idaho Extension  
Office at 208-446-1680 

or by email to Chris Schnepf 
cschnepf@uidaho.edu 

This  Kootenai County project is 
funded in part by the Idaho 

Department of Lands in cooperation 
with    the USDA Forest Service. 

In accordance with federal law and 
the US Department of Agriculture  
policy, this Institution is prohibited 
from discriminating on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, or disability. 

How to “Harden” Your Home  
Against Wildfire 

 
 Use fire-resistant roofing material.  
 Install metal gutters and gutter guards to keep 

debris from accumulating. 
 Install weather stripping around and under the 

garage door to prevent embers from blowing in. 
 Store all combustible and flammable liquids away 

from ignition sources. 
 Make sure that your driveway is wide enough for a 

fire truck. 
 Make sure your house address is clearly visible. 
 Enclose or box-in eaves with non-combustible 

materials. 
 Install a metal screen behind roof vents. 
 Select heat and fire-resistant siding. 
 Install double-paned or tempered-glass windows. 
 Use metal framing or aluminum coverings for 

wood or vinyl. 
 Use a fiberglass or metal screen for windows. 
 Spread gravel or other non-combustible material 

under the deck. 
 Separate wooden fences from the house with a 

stone or metal barrier. 
 Keep firewood and propane tanks away from the 

house. 



How can you help me if I am not 
in a project area? 

Your local fire department will be glad to come out 
and do an assessment on your property to help you 
identify potential problems. 
 

Also, the Kootenai County FireSmart Program pro-
vides education through federal grants to residents 
of the county.  As part of ongoing education efforts, 
Kootenai County’s FireSmart program, in cooperation 
with the University of Idaho’s Extension Program, will 
offer classes to local homeowners on fire prevention 
and maintaining a defensible space.  

Be FireSmart 
Free up a fire defensible zone 10 to 100 feet around    
    the house 

Inspect your roof for flammable materials like pine  
    needles and dead branches 

Reduce “ladder fuels” by Pruning tree limbs up to  
    10 feet or one third the tree height. 

Eliminate insect damaged branches or trees 

Spray in spring to reduce weeds 

Move firewood and other flammable objects away  
     from the home 

Assume responsibility and make sure your home can 
     be easily accessed by fire personnel if needed 

Remove saplings and overgrowth 

Take time to make a plan for evacuation and to    
     maintain your FireSmart work 
 

Remember to always haul away dead brush or trees and to 
check with your local fire station before burning. 
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Excerpted from Landscaping for Fire Prevention: Protecting Homes on the 
Wildland/Urban Interface by Yvonne C. Barkley, Chris Schnepf, and W. Michael 

After the work is 
completed, you will 
need to maintain it  
for 10 years.  
Generally, 
maintaining the 
work is significantly 
less strenuous than 
the initial treatment, 
and when done on 
a regular basis,  it 
will not be difficult 
work. 

How does FireSmart work? 

FireSmart grants are awarded to specific areas.  If  
your property is within the project area, a project 
manager will come out to your property and 
specifically identify what actions need to be taken 
to prepare your home and property for mitigating 
wildfire damage.  If you approve the prescription, 
the work will be completed by  qualified contractors 
hired by Kootenai County and the project manager. 

Trim branches up to 10 
feet from the ground  
and remove any dead 

foliage or trees. 

Fuel hazard from vegetation 
can be reduced by cutting 
plants off at the base. 
Repeated trimming is usually 
necessary.  The best time to 
do this is during the summer. 

Homeowners with        
questions regarding the      

FireSmart program or 
program maintenance 
may call 208-446-1799. 


