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PURPOSE:  
Radio traffic and call dispatching on the F1 frequency continues to increase requiring the need for an additional frequency(s) to perform normal day to day radio communications and operations.  This policy is established to ensure the smooth transition to the F2 EAST frequency and a tactical operations channel. It will ensure that all firefighters/EMS personnel are knowledgeable and fluent with the procedure.   

PROCEDURE: 

· Initial dispatch for an alarm of fire or EMS requests will be made on the F1 frequency.

· In the event of a structure fire, the public safety dispatcher will advise units the command channel for the incident will be F2 EAST.  Dispatch will also advise the units the operations channel will be “Fireground 22”.  This should be done at the time of the initial dispatch of the call.

· If dispatch fails to advise units to switch over to the appropriate frequencies, it shall be the duty of the OIC prior to his/her arrival to have dispatch make that announcement. 

· “Fireground 22” will be the primary operations frequency.  In the event “fireground 22” is unavailable, dispatch has the right to assign either “fireground 21” or “fireground 23” as an operations channel.

· The first unit on location will give an immediate size-up report on F2 EAST.  Dispatch will repeat the update on F1. 

· Units will use the F2 EAST frequency to call in “responding”, “on location”, “in service”, etc.

· Responding units will call on location on F2 EAST and immediately switch to “Fireground 22” for orders.

· Any requests for additional manpower or other resources will be made on the F2 EAST frequency to the public safety dispatch center and those requests will be dispatched on the F1 frequency.

· Command will advise dispatch that command has been terminated on the F2 frequency.


