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A benefit supper will be held Saturday, July 30, at the Riceville Community Center from 4 to 7 PM. All
proceeds will go to the family of Britanny Waddell, aged 15, who suffers severely from Crohn’s Disease,
with other complications. Her treatment requires expensive out-of-state travel and surgery.  Britanny’s family
are long-time residents of the Riceville community, and both her parents work for the county schools. The
supper is being sponsored by various community churches and schools, and will feature hot dogs, baked
beans, side dishes, drinks and homemade cakes.  The cost is $5 for adults and $2 for children 12 and under.
Entertainment will be provided.  Please come share a meal with your friends and neighbors for this good
cause.

Benefit Supper

Community Day is August 20th!
Last year, over 400 friends and neighbors attended our annual Community Day.  On August 20th,

between 12 and 4PM, we expect a
like number to come and enjoy a
delicious lunch, games for children,
and a fire safety puppet show.
Terry Duckworth will act as DJ
filling our space with music, and
there will be fire truck rides for the
little (and big) ones.  Please come
and join the festivities!

FIRE HYDRANT TEST
Firefighter/EMT Bryan Piercy, along with Assistant Chief Jason Willix, is coordinating the semi-annual testing of all the

hydrants in the Riceville Fire District.  There are almost 150 hydrants to be checked for water pressure and volume.  Each hydrant is
categorized by its flow rate, and the tops are painted in a color code signifying this rate.  Red = 0-499 gal/min, Orange = 500-999,
Green = 1000-1499, and Blue = 1500 or greater.  Homeowners, please don’t repaint the tops of hydrants on your property!  The
department will adjust these colors if testing indicates this is needed.  The RVFD keeps a listing of all these water sources at the station,
and can gauge the response to a fire by the availability of water.  If the flow rate is not judged sufficient for the incident, another nearby
source will be utilized for additional water hauling.

All of the hydrants in our district are supplied by the City of Asheville water system.  Currently,
the system mandates new hydrants for every 500 feet of water main that is added.  Occasionally the RVFD
will see a need for additional hydrants and will place a request through the Buncombe County Fire
Marshal’s office, which coordinates this with the city.

Along with the mechanical testing of the hydrants, there is the required maintenance of lubrica-
tion. At the same time, the department will clear around the hydrant for a 3-foot radius. This clearance is
essential for emergency access.  Please don’t plant trees or shrubs that may block this access.

This year, hydrant testing will start during the month of July.  There is a slight possibility that
some houses may experience temporary (one day or less) “dingy” water.  This would be due to various
pressure changes and line usage during the test.  While this water is not dangerous, it is advised not to
drink it or use it for laundry during this short period of time. Homeowners should run water until it runs
clear before using.



Riceville History

Don Cordell and Creek Forks Farm

Don Cordell

Don Cordell was born on September 10, 1923 in the little white
house near the corner of Riceville and Bull Creek Roads on a piece of
land marking the confluence of Shope and Bull Creeks.  And now, more
than 81 years later, Don runs cattle on that land, which he named Creek
Forks Farm.

Don’s roots in the community are deep; his father, J. H. Cordell
was raised at the head of Shope Creek and his mother, Lily Pauline Rice,
on Dillingham Circle.  They rented the little white house and Don was
the first of six children.  His brother, Carl, and Dan Little assist him
when that extra pair of hands is occasionally needed.

There was a little
country store with a
porch located where
Don’s concrete building
now stands.  The store
had kerosene lamps and
a wide array of other
goods.  He remembers
getting an RC and
candy bar for 10 cents
and sitting on the porch
to eat it.

There was a corn
mill on the property
running off of an ole
gasoline engine and
operated by Mr. Clark.

Farmers would bring their corn to be ground and Mr. Clark would take
his “toll”, a little scoop of the ground corn; no money changed hands.
Don’s family lived on Dillingham Circle at this time and Don was
trusted to drive their Model A over graveled roads to bring the corn to
the mill; he recalls that he was about 14 or 15 at the time.

Don went to Swannanoa schools.  After the start of WWII, the
draft age was lowered to 19 and Don was one of the first to be drafted,
entering the Army Air Corps on February 5, 1943.  He was trained as an
aircraft mechanic and an aerial gunner and saw combat over Italy, while
stationed on Corsica.  After 5 missions, his unit was called upon again.
This time, a “lone charley” – military code for a single reconnaissance
plane – reported that all was quiet over the target.  What was expected to
be a “milk run” didn’t turn out that way.  Prior to take-off, Don’s armor
gunner in the tail turret suggested they exchange positions.  The pilot
agreed but only after they were airborne and in formation.  Don, the
engineer gunner, was required to take-off behind the cockpit at assist the
pilot in instrument observations.

The flak was so heavy that they were run off the target, sustaining
damage to the hydraulic system, and Don was hit in the hip by early
burst.  The comrade who exchanged turrets with him was unscathed.
Don spent two weeks at a field hospital and that was Don’t last mission.
He was discharged in October, 1945.

Don married for the second time on June 10, 1950, having met his
future wife, Jean Smathers, while working at the VA Hospital.  She went
on later to become a nurse-anesthetist.  During the Korean Conflict, Don
was recalled into military service from the Reserve and spent another
hitch but this time as Battalion Sergeant Major, the ranking enlisted man
of an engineering battalion.

His first assignment was to Ft. Leonardwood in Missouri, and it
was there that their first child, Donald (Bugsy) was born.

He was reassigned and his unit built an airfield in the Orlando
area.  It was at this point that Don and his wife began talking about their
next move.

If he remained in the military and upon his return to reserve
status, there was no telling what or where that assignment would entail.
The other option was to attend Georgia Tech and get an engineering
degree.  They finally decided on Georgia Tech and Don owes his degree
to the GI Bill and, of course, his own intelligence and academic work.

He joined Dupont and lived in Aiken, SC but, through his brother,
Cecil, he heard about a position with the Forest Service in Asheville and
was hired immediately, without even an interview!  Don reports that it
was the best career and employment decision he ever made.

His work involved laying out timber roads, designing them, and
then supervising their construction.  Promoted, the family moved to
Russellville, Arkansas but, after 2 years, another promotion put Don into
the regional office in Atlanta.  They decided to move back to Asheville
and Don commuted on week-ends for the next three years.  On those
week-ends, Don, with help from his wife and father, and built their
home, which he had designed, at 439 Rowland Road in Sherwood
Forest.

He and Jean decided to buy a farm and began looking for a place.
One day, he drove up Riceville Road and saw a “For Sale” sign on what
was to become the Creek Forks Farm, with Marion Carter asleep on the
large rock that still stands near there.  Then came one of those wonderful
exchanges.  Don asked if the property was for sale.  Marion asked Don if
he wanted to buy it.  Don’s response was:  Well, I wouldn’t be asking it I
didn’t want to buy it.  Marion said it was for sale and an auction was to
take place the next day.  Don asked if you could buy it outright.  “If you
can come up with the money”, was Carter’s reply.

Don called a girl he had once dated who worked at Wachovia,
who helped make the funds available, and the property was purchased.
If it had gone to auction, who knows what might be there now.  Don
bought 20 acres at that time and another 20 acres later.  “I’ve been
running cattle there ever since then, spending a lot of hours and days
maintaining it, but enjoying it”.

Don’s wife passed away in February, 2002 after an illness of
several years.  They have three children: his oldest son is a civil engineer
and his daughter a nurse; they both live in Raleigh; and his youngest son
is a corporate tax attorney in Charlotte.  Don has 8 grandchildren and 4
great-grandchildren.

Don has always had a great relationship with the fire department.
The firefighters will let him know if one of his cattle gets loose and help
him corral it.  He permits the department to use his field for parking for
July 4th celebrations and other events.

Don says that his small farm is a thing of the past.  It’s time
consuming and he is on call 365 days a year.   The farm is too small to
make much money but it is the life Don has chosen.

He gets a lot of compliments from passers-by saying how nice it is
for their children to see the cattle grazing in open pasture land.  Some of
them want to bring their children and have them pet a calf.  This is
difficult because the time frame is very short.  When a calf is a day old,
it’s possible; after that, you won’t even be able to catch the calf, let alone
pet it.

That newborn calf stands as a symbol of the wonder that Don’s
farm still exerts over many people.  But, in a little while, it will,
unfortunately, be gone.

Fall Flea Market
Get ready for the semi-annual Fire Department
Auxiliary flea market to be held Sept. 30 – Oct. 1.
The Auxiliary supports the firefighters and EMTs
on emergency scenes as well as at the station.
Donations and shoppers are most welcome!



Change of Address
If you’ve moved and would like to keep receiving this newsletter or if you’d like it mailed directly to you,
please mail this slip to the fire department.

Name:
Mailing Address:

SEARCH AND RESCUE TRAINING

In June of 2004 the RVFD played a major role
in a search and rescue operation along the Blue Ridge
Parkway when a small plane crashed.  The RVFD is
focusing special attention this year on improving its
ability to suppress wild land fires and gaining more
expertise in search and rescue techniques.  Throughout
May and June Training Officer John Coffey has
organized various activities and classes in Search and
Rescue.

Every Monday and Tuesday night in May and
June members of the department received training
from John Moreau of Buncombe County Search and
Rescue, who also instructs pilots for the U. S. Air
Force.  Some of the topics covered were essential
equipment, knowledge of environment and surround-
ings,  map reading and basic survival in the woods.

In June Craig Bannerman of Black Mountain
Fire Department taught a four-day certification course
for Search and Rescue Technician – “SARTech”,
under the auspices of the National Association of
Search and Rescue.  This course includes hands-on
rescue techniques.  The RVFD hopes to repeat this
certification course in the fall, and open it up to any
interested members of the community.  Please call
Officer Coffey at the fire station for more information
about this.

IN-HOUSE TESTING

The personnel at the RVFD are not idle in
between emergency responses. The last few months
we have been performing our annual checkup of all
the station’s equipment. Every fire engine is service
tested by our trained members. This includes the
engine, drive train and most importantly all the
various pumps on each engine. Throughout the
year all the department vehicles are kept in top
running condition, and each functioning part is
serviced as needed. Important parts of the equip-
ment carried on the trucks are the air tanks
(SCBA’s – Self Contained Breathing Apparatus).
These tanks are the firefighter’s lifeline in a smoke-
filled environment. They are checked weekly, and
filled, tested and periodically upgraded. All the fire
hoses of the department are annually pressure-
tested and visually inspected, and the ladders and
rope are also regularly checked. A separate article
in this issue will explain the testing of fire hy-
drants, which is another major task this summer.
In addition, there are tools too numerous to list,
such as generators, radios, hand and power tools,
etc., that also require continuous maintenance.

WHERE HAS MY PAPER GONE?

Beginning June 1st, the State of North Carolina has mandated that all ambulance response re-
ports must convert to Internet filings.  Formerly, these lengthy and detailed summaries were filled out
by hand and turned in to the county.  In an effort to cut down paperwork and employee hours the state
will now keep its Emergency Response records electronically.  The RVFD is purchasing sufficient Palm
Pilots for all its EMS Responders, and all of our Responders will have the ability to file reports on these,
and then send the results to Raleigh.
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RVFD Activities Schedule
Mondays:
First 7:30 PM RVFD General Meeting
Every 7:00 PM Training – Fire and Cadets (1)

Tuesdays:
Last 7:00 PM Auxiliary Meeting

Thursdays:
Every 7:00 PM Boy Scouts (2)

Second 6:00 PM RVFD Board Meeting

(1) Contact anyone at the Station – 298-2456

(2) Contact Dan Little – 298-1452

Water Safety
Safety Corner
Riceville Volunteer Fire Department
2251 Riceville Rd.
Asheville, NC  28805
(828) 298-2456
EMERGENCY: 911
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Car Seat Check
Car seat check will be held on September 17,

2005 from 12:00-4:00 in the parking lot of Babies R
Us.

So far, more that 140 reflective signs have been sold,
and over $2,800 contributed to the Firefighters’ fund.
The cost is just $20, which includes installation at the
end of your driveway.  Call 298-1456 or stop by the
station!

Help Wanted
This is the 13th quarterly issue of The Call and we
need a few experienced and interested individuals
to assist in continuing your RVFD newsletter.  If
you have some experience in interviewing and
writing or, if you can handle composition using
Microsoft Word or similar software, we’d like to
talk to you about joining our team.  Just drop a
note to Marc Mandon at the firehouse.

Reflective Address Number Signs

Kids need constant supervision around
water - whether the water is in a bathtub, a
wading pool, a swimming pool, the beach, or
a lake.

Young children are especially vulnerable - they can drown
in less than 2 inches (6 centimeters) of water. That means drown-
ing can happen where you’d least expect it - the sink, the toilet
bowl, fountains, buckets, inflatable pools, or small bodies of
standing water around your home, such as ditches filled with rain
water. Always watch children closely when they’re in or near any
water.

It’s a good idea to learn to swim, and if your child is older
than 4 years, have your child learn to swim, too (check the local
recreation center for classes taught by qualified instructors).
Don’t assume, however, that just because your child knows how
to swim, your child isn’t at risk for drowning. It’s important to
supervise your children while they are in the water, no matter
what their swimming skill levels.

Invest in proper-fitting, Coast Guard-approved flotation
devices (life vests) and use them whenever a child is near water.
Check the weight and size recommendations on the label, then
have your child try it on to make sure it fits snugly. For kids who
are younger than 5 years old, choose a vest with a strap between
the legs and head support - the collar will keep the child’s head up
and face out of the water. Inflatable vests and arm devices such as
water wings are not effective protection against drowning.


