
TRAINING NEWS:  PERSONEL 

ACHIEVEMENT’S 

 
 The first 8 months of 2012 has been a very busy 

and productive year for Riceville VFD’s training division.  

Riceville VFD personnel logged 5,067 hours of training 

from January 1, 2012 thru October 31, 2012, which in 

turn averages out to approximately 143 training hours per 

active member.    The state of North Carolina only re-

quires 36 training hours a year per individual.  This 

amount of hours shows the dedication that the members 

of Riceville VFD have for their community. 

 Riceville VFD also had numerous of personal 

accomplishments in 2012.  These individuals have dedi-

cated a lot of time training toward state and national certi-

fications.  These certifications will help the citizens of 

Riceville receive the best quality of emergency services 

possible.   

 Nathan Tiefenbach and Casey Duckworth achieved 

their NATIONAL CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY 

TECHNICHIAN certification that certifies them to 

help protect our children in car seats.  This class is a 

minimum of 40 hours classroom and skill time. 

 Katie Stroupe and James Wilks achieved their NC 

EMT certification that certifies them to provide qual-

ity patient care in an emergency.  This class is a mini-

mum of 160 classroom and skill time. 

 Casey Duckworth and Nathan Tiefenbach achieved 

their NC EMT-I certification that certifies them to 

provide quality patient care in an emergency.  This 

class is a minimum of 240 classroom and skill time. 

 Thad Lewis, Jason Willix, Kyle Dillingham, Michael 

Henderson, Timmy Willix, Chris Redden, Allen 

Blount, and Harry McLaughlin achieved their NC 

Driver Operator – Trailer Towing certifications.  This 

class provides the knowledge to properly tow trailers 

in emergency service. 

 Thad Lewis achieved his NC DRIVER/OPERATOR 

certification that provides the knowledge of better 

operating fire apparatus and fire pumps.  This class is 

a minimum of 146 classroom and skill time.  
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Riceville VFD is very proud of all our personnel and their 

dedication to training.  This helps our organization provide 

the best emergency services possible to the citizens of the 

Riceville community. 

 
Jason McEntire  

Riceville VFD-Training Officer 

FROM THE CHIEF 
 

Recently our community has experienced  several 

break-in’s throughout the area. I ask all of us to be more 

vigilant in watching out for our neighbors. If you see any-

thing suspicious or concerning, contact the Buncombe 

County Sheriff’s Department at 911 for emergencies, and 

(828) 250-5555 for non urgent calls. If you have been the 

victim of a break-in, whether or not anything has been 

taken, contact law enforcement so they will have it on re-

cord. If we all assume our neighbor’s will call, and we don't 

call it may never be reported. 

We are very fortunate to live here in the mountains in 

the middle of nature. We need to be good neighbors to both 

human’s and wildlife. We have many bear sighting’s here in 

our community and that leads to some of us helping the 

bears find food (feeding them). They are becoming less 

afraid of us, and this is not good. By feeding the wild ani-

mals, we encourage them to return for an easy to get meal. 

This will sooner or later endanger you, your pets, your chil-

dren or your neighbor by encouraging them back for food. 

Please don't feed the bears, THEY ARE  WILD ANIMALS.  

 Chief Thad B. Lewis 

Riceville VFD 

Auxiliary  

 Car and Motorcycle Show 
 

Come join us for our first open car and motorcycle show 

to be held September 15, 2012 from 10:00am to 4:00pm at 

Harley Davidson of Asheville located on Patton Cove Rd 

Swannanoa NC 28778. We are working with the Swannanoa 

Auxiliary to help sponsor this event. For more information 

go to: www.ricevillefire.org or  

email auxiliary@ricevillefire.org 



Age.  Small children and adults over the age of 50 are at 

higher risk of infection. 
 

Health.  Those who have a weakened immune system, such 

as  an autoimmune disease or  from receiving an organ 

transplant, are at greater risk of infection. 
 

When to see a doctor  
Mild symptoms of West Nile fever usually resolve on its own. 

If you experience signs or symptoms of serious infection, 

such as severe headaches, a stiff neck or an altered mental 

state, seek medical attention right away. A serious West Nile 

virus infection generally requires hospitalization.  
 
What Can I Do to Prevent WNV? 

 Prevention measures consist of community-based mosquito 

control programs that are able to reduce mosquito popula-

tions, personal protection measures to reduce the likelihood of 

being bitten by infected mosquitoes, and programs that char-

acterize patterns in health risk that allow agencies to target 

their interventions and resources.  The easiest and best way to 

avoid WNV is to prevent mosquito bites.  Prevention meas-

ures includes: 

 When you are outdoors, use insect repellent containing 

an EPA-registered active ingredient 

 Avoid using repellent on the hands of young children. 

 Avoid using repellent on infants under 2 months of age  

 When outside, cover your infant's stroller or playpen with 

mosquito netting. 

 Many mosquitoes are most active at dusk and dawn. Be 

sure to use insect repellent and wear long sleeves and pants 

at these times or consider staying indoors during these 

hours. 

 Make sure you have good screens on your windows and 

doors to keep mosquitoes out. 

Your best bet for preventing West Nile virus and 

other mosquito-borne illnesses is to avoid exposure to 

mosquitoes and eliminate mosquito-breeding sites. To 

help control West Nile virus:  

 Emptying standing water from flower pots, buckets, bar-

rels or any other place where there may be standing water. 

 Change the water in pet dishes and replace the water in 

bird baths weekly. 

 Drill holes in tire swings so water drains out. 

 Keep children's wading pools empty and on their sides 

when they aren't being used. 

 Eliminate standing water in your yard. Mosquitoes breed 

in pools of standing water. 

 Unclog roof gutters.. 

 Old tires or any unused containers that might hold water 

and serve as a breeding place  

   A vaccine is available to protect horses from West Nile 

virus. No vaccine is available for humans, but work to de-

velop a human vaccine is under way. 

     If you have any questions or concerns please follow up 
with your primary health care provider. You can also contact 
the Buncombe County Health Department (828) 250-5000 for 
more information on how you can mitigate against the virus.  

Captain John Coffey EMT-P 

EMS Division Coordinator 

What Is West Nile Virus? 
West Nile virus (WNV) is a potentially serious illness. West 

Nile virus is an infection transmitted by mosquitoes. If you 

become infected with West Nile virus, you may not experience 

any signs or symptoms or you may experience only minor 

ones, such as fever and mild headache. However, some people 

who become infected with West Nile virus develop a life-

threatening illness that includes inflammation of the brain. 

Mild signs and symptoms of a West Nile virus infection gener-

ally go away on their own. But severe signs and symptoms — 

such as a severe headache, disorientation or sudden weakness 

— require immediate attention.  

Exposure to mosquitoes, where West Nile virus exists, in-

creases your risk of getting West Nile virus. Protecting your-

self from mosquitoes by using mosquito repellent and wearing 

clothing that covers your skin will reduce your risk.  West Nile 

is a seasonal epidemic that flares up in the summer and contin-

ues into the fall. These facts provided contain important infor-

mation that can help you recognize and prevent the virus.  

 

What Are the Symptoms of WNV? 
Most people infected with the West Nile virus will have no 

signs or symptoms. Even though an individual is infected, the 

body’s natural immunity suppresses the virus and may require 

little to no medical treatment. 
 

Mild infection signs and symptoms  
About 20 percent of people develop a mild infection called 

West Nile fever. Common signs and symptoms of West Nile 

fever include:  

Fever 

Headache 

Body aches 

Fatigue 

Skin rash (occasionally) 

Swollen lymph glands (occasionally) 

Eye pain (occasionally) 

 

 Serious infection signs and symptoms  
About one in 150 people infected with WNV will develop se-

vere illness. In less than 1 percent of infected people, the virus 

causes a serious neurological infection. Such infection may 

include inflammation of the brain (encephalitis) or of the brain 

and surrounding membranes (meningoencephalitis). Serious 

infection may also include infection and inflammation of the 

membranes surrounding the brain and spinal cord (meningitis), 

inflammation of the spinal cord (West Nile poliomyelitis) and  

a sudden weakness in your arms, legs or breathing muscles. 

Signs and symptoms of these diseases include:  

High fever 

Severe headache 

Stiff neck 

Disorientation or confusion 

Stupor or coma 

Tremors or Convulsions 

Pain 

Partial paralysis or sudden weakness 

 

Signs and symptoms of West Nile fever usually last a few 

days, but sign and symptoms of encephalitis or meningitis can 

linger for weeks, and certain neurological effects, such as mus-

cle weakness, may be permanent.  

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/RepellentUpdates.htm


 

Auxiliary News 
 

 The Riceville Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary is 
currently planning future events, and would like for you to 
come join them. Currently the following is a list of Auxiliary 
sponsored events and could be subject to change : 
 
 September 15, or 22, Car Show/BBQ 
 

 October 06, 2012 Fire Department Open House 
 

 October 20, 2012 Second Annual Chili Cook Off  
 

 November 10 2012 Kids Day (card and crafts making) 
 

 November 30 2012 Firefighters Dinner 
 

 December 04 2012 Auxiliary Dinner 
 

 Santa’s visits to the neighborhood first or second weekend 
in December 

 

 Bingo (no date set) 
 

 Please watch our sign out front of the building, web site, 
and Facebook page for more details on the scheduled events.   
The auxiliary would like to thank all of you who support our 
local fire department and auxiliary. Without your support we 
could not accomplish all that we do. 

Fire Department Open House 
October 06, 2012 10:00 until 2:00 
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HEATING SOURCE 

• Place space heaters at least three feet away from flammable/

combustible materials.   

• Use only the type of fuel designated for your space heater.   

MATCHES/LIGHTERS AND SMOKING  

• Keep matches/lighters away from children.   

• Never smoke in bed or when drowsy or medicated.   

• If you must smoke, do it responsibly.   

ELECTRICAL WIRING  

• Inspect extension cords for frayed or exposed wires or loose 

plugs.   

• Make sure outlets have cover plates and no exposed wiring.   

• Make sure wiring does not run under rugs, over nails, or across 

high traffic areas.   

• Do not overload extension cords or outlets.    

DO NOT PANIC  

• Do not assume someone else already called the fire department 

get out of the house then call the Fire Department.  

If your clothes catch on fire, you should:  

• Stop, drop, and roll until the fire is extinguished 

ESCAPING A FIRE  

• Check closed doors with the back of your hand to feel for heat 

before you open them.   

• If the door is hot do not open it.  Find a second way out, such as 

a window.  If you cannot escape through a window, hang a sheet 

outside the window to alert firefighters to your presence.   

• Stuff the cracks around the door with towels, rags, bedding or 

tape and cover vents to keep smoke out.   

• If there is a phone in the room where you are trapped, call the 

fire department again and tell them exactly where you are.   

• If the door is cold, slowly open it and ensure that fire and/or 

smoke is not blocking your escape route.  If your escape route is 

blocked, shut the door and use another escape route.  

• If clear, leave immediately and close the door behind you.  Be 

prepared to crawl.   

AFTER A FIRE 

• Once you are out of the building, STAY OUT!  Do not go back 

inside for any reason.   

• If you are with a burn victim or are a burn victim yourself call 

911, cool and cover your burns until emergency units arrive.   

• If you are a tenant contact the landlord.   

• Tell the fire department if you know of anyone trapped in the 

building.   

• Only enter when the fire department tells you it is safe to do so.   

FIRE SAFETY IS YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY…

FIRE STOPS  WITH YOU! 

Mark C. Lister 

Riceville VFD-Fire Life Safety  

FIRE SAFETY FACTS 
Each year, more than 4,000 Americans die in fires, more than 

25,000 are injured in fires, and more than 100 firefighters are killed 

while on duty.  Eighty three percent of all civilian fire deaths oc-

curred in residences. Many of these fires could have been pre-

vented. Cooking is the third leading cause of fire deaths and the 

leading cause of injury among people ages 65 and older. Direct 

loss due to fires is estimated at nearly $8.6 billion annually.  Inten-

tionally set structure fires resulted in an estimated $664 million in 

property damage. In order to protect yourself, here are some impor-

tant tips to consider: 

FIRE PREVENTION TIPS 

BEFORE A FIRE 

The following are things you can do to protect yourself, your fam-

ily, and your property before a fire:  

SMOKE ALARMS AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS  

• Install smoke alarms. Properly working smoke alarms decrease 

your chances of dying in a fire by half.   

• Place smoke alarms on every level of your residence, including 

the basement.   

• Install a working carbon monoxide detector in the common area 

of the bedrooms.   

• Test and clean smoke alarms once a month and replace batteries 

at twice a year.  Replace smoke alarms once every 10 years.   

COOKING SAFETY  

• Never leave cooking unattended.  

• Always wear short or tight-fitting sleeves when you cook.  

• Keep towels, pot holders and curtains away from flames.  

• Never use the range or oven to heat your home.   

ESCAPING THE FIRE  

• Have an escape plan.  Review escape routes with your family.  

• Make sure windows are not nailed or painted shut.   

• Teach family members to stay low to the floor, where the air is 

safer, when escaping from a fire.   

• In high-rise, never lock fire exits or doorways, halls or stairways.  

Never prop stairway or other fire doors open.   



THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 

 As we enter the autumn season, we once again see changes around us taking place.  Kids going back to school and 

leaves falling to the ground are some of the changes that we notice.  Some changes that we don’t notice around us are the 

“sharing of information” among us with everyone.  These changes of sharing ideas can be a good or bad thing; it always 

depends on how you use the shared information in your life. Sharing has a certain unique magic of its own.  Here is some-

thing I learned about sharing ideas; 

 

 If you share an idea with ten different people, they get to hear it once, and you get to hear it ten times.  This helps 

to instill the information into you.  So here's part of self-interest for yourself-- getting you even better prepared for the fu-

ture.  Share with your family, share with the people around you, share with other employees, share with your colleagues.  

Just make sure the information shared with yourself and others is good information. 

 

 But here's what is most exciting.  The person who speaks could be transformed.  Guess what we're all looking for-

transformation for our new life.  The new life tomorrow, the new life this month, the new life next year, the new life this 

year. 

Chris Bradford 

Riceville VFD-Chaplain  

RVFD Activities Schedule   
 Mondays: 

First 7:30pm   RVFD General Meeting            

Third 6:30pm  RVFD Board Meeting 

Every  7:00pm  Training and Cadets (1)  

  

 Tuesdays: 

Last 7:00pm  Auxiliary Meeting 

 Thursdays: 

Every 7:00pm  Boy Scouts (2) 

(1) Contact the station — 298-2456 

(2) Contact Dan Little — 298-1452 


